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pr. BOB COOK, Moody ’30, is president of 
Youth for Christ International and associate pastor of Chicago's 
Midwest Bible Church. Experience with young 


people, gained through travel that has taken 


se him to many parts of the world, well qualifies Dr. Bob to 


speak on the problems and training of modern youth. 


“My father was right...”° 


Jury 1951 


** ‘Boy,’ he said, ‘you want to be an auto mechanic.” 
That’s okay if that is the job God has for you. But 
whether you are a mechanic or a minister, you'll 
be better at the job after a year or two at 
Bible School. 

“‘P'll finance you to.a year at Moody Bible 
Institute and you can fill your heart and mind 
full of the Word of God. Then we can see what 
the Lord has for you as a life work. What do 
you say?” 

“What did I say?—what could I lose? Sure, I'd 
take him up on it! 

“So, I landed at MBI—wrenches, reamers, 
micrometers and all—and stayed until I was 
graduated in 1930. Moody did two things for me: 
It taught me that the basis of all preaching is 
“What does the Bible say?’ and that the basis of 
all Christian work is evangelism—the pull 
for souls. 

“I pray God that the twofold passion—for 
God’s truth and for precious souls—may always 
burn bright in my soul. 





“Today, though she might be satisfied with 
looking back to a glorious past, the school that 
D. L. Moody founded is keeping up with every 
modern approach to gospel presentation . . . 
films, radio, planes, science . . . all geared to the 
old-time message of salvation. 

“For today’s teen-agers, I can think of no better 
word than that which my father spoke to me: ‘No 
matter what the Lord’s will is for you, you'll be 
better off in any field after Bible school.’ 

**Yes—looking back over 20 years in the Chris- 
tian ministry and seven years of working with 
young people—I know my father was right!” 





A NEW PICTURE BOOK of student life at Moody, 
beautifully printed by gravure, is yours for 
the asking. With it we'll include a new school 
catalog which gives a complete and detailed 
description of the courses at this famous Bible 
school—the school that gave Dr. Bob Cook 
the foundation for a successful Christian career. Address 
Office of Admissions, Room ET-814 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. La Satie Street e Cuicaco 10, ILuinots 


Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 














WHAT A BOY NEEDS IN TIMES LIKE THESE 


e A Chance to Live in a Good Boarding School 


A boy needs this transitional experience between home and college 
or military service to help him develop self-reliance. 


e The Influence of Christian Teachers 


A boy needs teachers skilled in helping with personal and educa- 
tional problems — masters chosen for their Christian character and 
teaching experience. 


e A Healthy, Wholesome Mode of Living 


A boy needs the chance to live outdoors, to play all kinds of sports, 
and to enjoy other extracurricular activities. He needs a life 
free from the tensions of city living and an atmosphere that is 
spiritually wholesome. 


e A Strengthening of His Christian Faith 


A boy needs guidance in reenforcing the Christian teachings of 
his own home and church. He needs contact with masters and other 
boys who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 


The opening of Stony Brook's new Memorial Hall has made it possible 
for the school to extend its educational benefits to more boys. Stony Brook's 
30th year begins September 14. For a catalogue and other information, 


address the headmaster. 


Stony Brook 
School 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
Please mention ETERNITY 














New! A Secretarial Course 
in a Christian School 


Standard two year Secretarial course pius Bible! Shorthand, 
typing, accounting, office practice, business law, and English. 
Equips you for business, church secretarial or similar posi- 
tions Secretaries are always needed. Prepare to meet this need! 


For information wrile to 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
100 STATE STREET, PROVIDENCE, R. |. 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Clifton 
Heights, Pa. 
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SERVICE BACKED BY PRAYER 


This is just a brief letter to express our 
appreciation for receiving your magazine. 
The mails are irregular here so oftentimes 
we miss some issues, but when it does come 
we enjoy the Bible study that we derive 
therefrom. 

It is very enlightening, especially from 
the standpoint of intercessory prayer, to 
read your column on current world affairs 
in the light of the Bible. Certainly the news 
that we receive from the American, Eng- 
lish, and French sources here is so distort- 
ed that we cannot know how to pray, be- 
cause we know not the truth. 

The mobile dental unit that your church 
sponsored for Dr. Shanks at Elat is cer- 
tainly a joy to the hearts of many Africans 
as it rolls into an out station somewhere to 
repair many painful teeth. What a joy it is 
to have fine equipment to serve the Lord 
with and know that it comes from real be- 
lieving Christians who are backing up the 
service with prayer. We see miracles daily 
and often wonder who the saints were that 
were praying so that such a thing came 
about. We do not leave all the praying to 
the home churches, naturally, but we are 
glad that there are some of those dear 
saints at home in America who do not leave 
all the praying to the missionaries and the 
pastors, 

Just now our mission station at Momje- 
pom is in a crisis. Poisonings (such is the 
suspicion of the natives) have frightened 
them to the place that the church leaders 
have walked out. We are leaving for there 
immediately to be used of the Lord to aid 
them. Things like this in addition to Com- 
munistic propaganda are very, very trying 
to our national Christians. 

Paut W. PENDELL. 
American Presbyterian Mission 
Batouri, Cameroun, Africa 


RAINING LEADERS 


I would like to tell you that your maga- 
zine is very warmly received for its spirit- 
ual blessing to my wife and me. Especially 
do we enjoy the news of the Christian 
Church around the world, while every ser- 
mon has its own blessing. 

At present I am finding the Bible studies 
of past volumes helpful in preparation of 
icctures to a Christian Worker's Training 
Class held each Monday night, on the Old 
Testament. These are Christians who are 
fired with zeal for the Christ of God and 
are studying for three hours every Monday 
night to become better workers in the local 
congregation, so your writers and editors 
are helping train such servant-leaders as 
these. 

R. W. SAunpers. 
Sydney, 
Australia 





Are You in Need of a Season of 
Change, Convalescence or Rest? 
“Rabbit Hill*— a small guest home for 
women — offers you a refined Christian 
atmosphere — the quiet of country life— 
appetizing meals, daintily served. Con- 

venient transportation. Open all year. 
For details, write — Miss Lucy Powel, 
R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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CONSISTENCY MAINTAINED 

‘Your magazine Erernity maintains the 
high standard of the former Revelation, 
and is still as helpful as ever to me in my 
work. Comments on world events from the 
Christian point of view are always excel- 
lent. “Window on the World” contains 
items of lasting interest, and I often turn 
to Revelation copies of earlier years. I am 
always aware of the consistency which is 
maintained down through the years. The 
truths contained in earlier copies are in 
many instances verified by present day 


world events. 
Joun A. McFaAtt. 
The Manse, 
Woodburn, 
Carrickfergus, North Ireland 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of ETERNITY: 
July |, 8, 2? —Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia; July 2, 9, 30 — St. Luke's 
Lutheran Church, 46th Street west of 8th 
Ave., New York City; July 14-28 — Keswick 
Convention, Keswick, England; July 2-9 — 
Eternity Bible Conference, Sandy Cove, 
Maryland. 

Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: July 8-15—Austin Tent Campaign, 
Chicago, Ill.; July 16-22 — Maranatha Bible 
Conference, Muskegon, Michigan; July 23- 
27 — Judson Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill.; 
July 28-August 3—Lakeview Tent Meetings, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Peter Joshua, Evangelist and Bible Conference 
Speaker: Lake Sammanish Bible Conference, 
Seattle, Wash.; July 29-August 5—Adosagih 
Bible Conference, Machias, N. Y. 

William A. Mierop, President, Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: July | — Five- 
po'ntville Bible Conference, Denver, Penna.; 
July 8 — Bethany Temple Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia; July 22 — Bethany 
Temple Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; 
July 2?—Great Valley Presbyterian Church, 
Malvern, Penna. 


To Hear Faithful Preachicg mite: 


Ge To A Bible Believing Church 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 








NEW YORK, NEW YORK 





WHEN IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th & Seuth Carolina Ave., S.E. 

(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 

DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Paster 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL I8 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
79th and Broadway 
7th Avenue, local Subway te 78th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible teaching ministry In the heart of New York. 


Morning Wership—ii A.M. 








PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


indian Creek Drive at 7ist 
Miami Beach. Flerida 


h. 
DR. WILLIS E. G Pastor 
Preaching the Book, the Blood, the 
Blessed 


PREACHED Evening Wership— 8 P.M. 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA DENVER, COLORADO 
A Cordial Welrome Awaits You .. . NORTH PRESBYTERIAN 
BEACH 37th at Federal Bivd. 


“LIVING MESSAGES FROM THE 
WHOLE BOOK” 
MERLE L. araaps. Preacher 
Services: 9:30, 10:50 A.M.; 6:30, 7:45 P.M. 
Wednesday 7:45 P.M. 








OCEANSIDE, L. L., N. Y. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 





WINDSOR AVENUE 
BIBLE CHURCH 
OCEANSIDE, L. I, N. Y. 


FRANK J. VURTURE, Pastor 
The Church With A Warm Welcome 





ATLANTA, GA. 


A Cerdial Welcome Awaits You In Los Angeles At 
The Church of the Open Door 
SIXTH AND HOPE STREETS (Dewntewn) 
DR. J. VERNON McGEE, Pastor 
SUNDAY SERVICES: 11:00 A.M. 730 P.M. 
Broadeast KGER KXLA 
WEDNESDAY—BIBLE STUD Y—7:30 P. mM. 








PRYOR STREET 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


606 PRYOR ST., S.W. ATLANTA, GA. 
George Scetchmer, Minister 


Sunday Services — 11:00 A.M. — 7:30 P.M. 
Mid-week Prayer and Bible Study, Wed., 7:30 P.M. 
A Bible-Centered Ministry 9 Blocks From 

wntown Atlanta 


SAN JOSE, CALIF. 




















vaca- 
Moun- 
month- 


tain Bible Conferences, 
ly the year around. 

F information write 
J. B. Marchbanks, Bryson City, W. ©. 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 





WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 


visit eS -~ UNUSUAL BIBLE CENTER 
Rig if arAnee. 
FAIR erounes, 17 CHEW STREETS 
M. Cressman, Director 
Meotings” wigntly, 7:45 PM. except Monday 
June 30th to Labor Day, 1951 
THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE IN A 
TWENTIETH CENTURY SETTING! 


WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
the alameda at shasta 
sunday services 11 AM and 7:45 PM 
midweek Bible Heur Wed. 7:30 PM 
DWIGHT H. SMALL, paster 
San Jose, Calif. 
“preaching the —- of the inspired 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 








PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 


emery Presbyterian Pa ree 


9 8. Aven 
Sunday Wership 10:30 A.M. pore Pm P.M. 
Breadeast WFPG 8:30 A.M. 
Mid-Week Prayer Mecting Wed. 8:00 P.M. 
of the Cross... Power” 
I Cor. 1:18 
REY. MILTON N. LEININGER, Pastor 








LINCOLN AVE. 
PRSSeT TEAS Counce 
ct Montane St 


Phi manag ain 7:30 P. 
Sues 6. 5. See a ages. 6:3... 
Broadcast KXLA 
Mid-week and Bible , Wed., 7:30 P.M. 
Visitors 
Rev. OSCAR RA ID LOWRY, Pastor 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 








SOUTH HOLLYWOOD 
CHURCH 


1055 Nerth Normandie Avenue 
Hollyweed 29, Califernia 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:30 P.M. 
Hollywood's “Bible Center” 


Rev. Wilbur James Antisdale, Pastor 














CEYLON and INDIA 


GENERAL MISSION 
Our ministry in India ineludes— 


CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


As the Lord prorides, we lengthen our 
cords and strengthen our stakes. 


Address the Secretery-Treasurer 
542 South Dessbomn,( Chicago 5, Illinois 
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CRISIS IN IRELAND 


We call very special attention to 
the article and documents published 
in this issue concerning the fall of 
the government in Ireland and the 
general elections. This should be read 
with very close attention by every 
American. 


Very frequently there is the sus- 
picion that the Roman Catholic 
Church has been involved in political 
intrigue. Very rarely is there the 
documentary proof which turns the 
suspicion into authenticated fact. 
Letters written by the high clergy of 
Ireland to ministers in the govern- 
ment have now been made public. 
The ignominy and degradation of 
most of these government officials is 
laid bare before the world. One man, 
and he a Roman Catholic, had the 
courage to stand up against church 
officials. In addition to the courage 
he happened to have in his possession 
the documents. The conflict in his 
soul must have been very great, but 
honor won out and the letters were 
given to the world. 


Of even: greater importance to 
American readers is the fact that the 
Roman Catholic Church possessed 
the ability to stifle the story outside 
of Ireland. This indeed is the major 
interest and the most important phase 
of the story. For the good of our 
nation copies of this current issue of 
Eternity should be placed in the 
hands of leaders who may be known 
to our readers —of patriotic socie- 
ties, masonic organizations, members 
of the Lodge of Orangemen, which 
originate in the North of Ireland, 
and any others who have the desire 
and the will to translate wishes into 
deeds. It must be understood that 
the Roman menace to our liberties is 
far greater than the Communistic 
menace. 





COMING NEXT MONTH: 

The Editor writes on the coming 
defeat of American policy in Persia 
— lran — and the loss of the great 
oil resources there to Russia. Events 
move so rapidly that in a monthly 
publication it is impossible to keep 
up to date. Your newspapers will be 
filled with this subject before we go 
to press but ours will be the lasting 
news on it. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 

















CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Send your new oeddress with the old of least 30 days before the date of the issue with which lt is 
te take effect. Address: ETERNITY, Cilften Heights, Penne. 

If possible, enclose your address labels The Post Office will not forward jes unless provide extra 

Duplicate vane cannot be sent unless recuest ie eccom oe ae 
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“Therefore with joy shall ye draw 
water out of the wells 


Joyless 


Christianity 


and 
World 


Crisis 


The Bible closely links salvation 
and joy. A genuine experience of 
God’s regenerating grace in Christ 
always — joy. A_ consistent 
Christian walk in fellowship with God 
always brings “fullness of joy.” “In 
Thy presence is fullness of joy; at 
Thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore” (Psa. 16:11). Joy is 
as natural and spontaneous to a 
healthy Christian as song is to a bird, 
as play is to a child, as beauty is to a 
rose. It has always been the portion 
of true believers to be “filled with joy 
and with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 13: 
52) and to “rejoice with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory (1 Pet. 1:8). 


Jury 1951 


— (Isa. 12:3) 







of salvation." 


By MERRILL F. UNGER 


But one of the ominous signs of 
our time is a noticeable lack of joy 
among Christian people. Ritualism is 
being substituted for reality. Pageant- 
ry is taking the place of power. The 
aesthetic is supplanting the spiritual. 
and the materialistic is crushing the 
life out of present-day Christianity. 

When the missionary, Dan Craw- 
ford, returning to England after a 
quarter of a century of service in the 
heart of Africa, was asked what was 
the greatest he noticed in his 
native land, he replied it was that 
“modern materialism has robbed the 
young man of his smile.” The mater- 
ialism and unbelief of our present age 








threaten to rob the Christian Church 
of “the joy of the Lord,” which is the 
“strength” of His people ( Neh. 8:10). 

A joyless Christianity is an emas- 
culated Christianity, powerless to re- 
generate, impotent to inspire and 
reorientate. As a result the twentieth 
century church is plagued with multi- 
tudes of un members, in- 
vaded by carnality and worldliness, 
vexed with cults and false doctrines, 
and harassed by false teachers who 
deny “the Lord that bought them” 
(2 Pet. 2:1). 

A joyless Christianity is a savorless 
salt unable to arrest social and politi- 
cal corruption. As a consequence, 


You need only One Book for the study of the Bible. 5 








divorce, juvenile delinquency, crime, 
vice, gambling, and the traffic in in- 
toxicants have skyrocketed to astro- 
nomical figures. . Political corruption 
flourishes. Politicians have replaced 
statesmen, until the nation seems 
bankrupt for virile leadership. 


A joyless Christianity is a flicker- 
ing candle incapable of conducting a 
confused and benighted generation 
through the gathering gloom. As a 
result men are groping blindly for the 
way out of the world dilemma, trying 
this experiment and that, unable to 
discern that the only path of deliver- 
ance is a return to God in repentance 
from sin and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Leaders within the church, 
adrift from the moorings of historical 
Christianity, are advocating folitical 
philosophies so perilously akin to 
foreign ideologies, that they are un- 
wittingly playing into the hands of 
powerful enemies, who threaten to 
extinguish all the blessings the Gospel 
has brought us through centuries of 
prayer and struggle for freedom. 


In a paralyzed church, which can 
only rise to perform its task by the 
joyous insurge of the power of God, 
and in a confused fear-ridden world, 
which desperately needs the Christian 
message, the challenge comes to every 
true believer to pray the prayer of 
the Psalmist: “Restore unto me the 
joy of Thy salvation.” The restora- 
tion of the joy of ‘salvation. however, 
can only come as certain conditions 


are met by God’s people. 
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' The Practice of Prayer 


The joy of salvation originates in 
and springs from contact and com- 
munion with God. Prayer is the 
medium of contact and communica- 
tion. Christian joy is impossible 
without prayer. It can only be nur- 
tured and sustained by prayer. A 
prayerless Christian is a joyless 
Christiai. A joyless Christian is a 
pdwerléss Christian. Powerless Chris- 
tians ‘make a powerless church. A 
powerless church results in a sick and 
decaying society. 


But prayer can never be a mechani- 
cal exercise, involving mere repetition 
of wards or a one-sided conversation. 
To,. get a clear line through to 
Heaven and hear God’s voice at the 
other end costs like any long-distance 
call. It costs in time. We must take 
time to pray. It costs in energy. Real 





DrUnger is professor of Old Testament, 
Dallas Theological Seminary. 


6 Do you experience in your heart what you read in the: Word? 


prayer involves the expenditure of 
physical and mental strength. It costs 
in terms of self-will and self-indul- 
gence. Secret sins and fleshy lusts 
must be abandoned. Unyieldedness 
must be renounced. 


The prayerlessness of the present- 
day church can be explained only on 
the basis that, despite the inestimable 
privilege and advantage of talking to 
God and God talking to us, many ap- 
parently consider the price too great, 
and have given up the practice of 
effectual prayer. 


The Authority of the 
Word of God 


Much of the joylessness of con- 
temporary Christianity is due to a 
rejection of the Word of God. Giving 
up the view of plenary verbal inspir- 
ation, modern scholars and theologians 
have adopted lower views of the 
authorship of the Bible, which mini- 
mize its authority. Consequently the 
Word of God is ignored in whole or 
in part according to the caprice of the 
reader. The result is widespread law- 
lessness with attendant joylessness 
and spiritual bankruptcy within the 
church and distress and perplexity 
without in the world. 


The contrast with the early church 
is striking. The Thessalonians “re- 
ceived the word . . . with joy of the 
Holy Spirit” (1 Thes. 1:6), and the 
Gospel did not come to them “in 
word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Spirit, and in much assur- 
ance” (1 Thes. 1:5). The ancient 
Psalmist could say: “I rejoice at Thy 
word, as one that findeth great spoil” 
(Psa. 119:162). A contagious en- 
thusiasm among Christians for the 
Word of God and a return in faith 
and obedience to its precepts would 
do more to point the way out of the 
present world chaos than all the plans 
and strivings of men. 


Obedience to Christ’s Last 
Command 


Obeying Christ always brings joy, 
particularly in the matter of witness- 
ing and proclaiming the Gospel to the 
whole world. The Thessalonian Chris- 
tians not only “received the word . . . 
with joy of the Holy Spirit,” -but 
from them, says the apostle, “sounded 
out the word of the Lord not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place” their “faith to God- 
2) was spread abroad (1 Thes. 


The church of the mid-twentieth 
century has been stripped of much of 
the joy that is its rightful heritage by 
failure to carry the Gospel to every 
creature. Many a sumptuous church 
edifice has Ichabod, “The glory has 
departed,” written over its portal and 
stands as a mute warning of the dan- 
ger of sinking millions in costly 
buildings while the heathen, bowing 
down to wood and stone, is utterly 
forgotten. The fanatical propagation 
of the doctrines of world-wide com- 
munism, constituting the gravest 
threat to Christianity that has ever 
arisen, and menacing the free world 
with suffering and slavery, looms as a 
chastening judgment upon a lethargic 
Christianity that has to an alarming 
extent ceased to be aggressively mis- 
sionary. What Christianity has failed 
to take for salvation and life, com- 
munism threatens to take for slavery 
and death. 


A Complete Consecration to 
Christ 


The lukewarm, half-hearted profes- 
sion of our times is devoid of joy. It 
is a drudgery instead of a delight. It 
is nauseating to God (Rev. 3:16) and 
utterly ineffective before men. It is 
drab and unattractive with the musty 
smell of the tomb pervading it. It 
needs the dynamic of joy to resurrect 
it. And the way to joy is the way of 
consecration. The Corinthians had 
the experience of “abundance of . . . 
joy” because they “first gave their 
> selves to the Lord” (2 Cor. 8:2, 


When Christians everywhere “first” 
give “their own selves to the Lord” 
the church will once more advance, 
invincibly victorious, “terrible as an 
army with banners” (Song 6:4). 
Once more the lies of communism 
will give way to the truth of the Gos- 
pel, true freedom will prevail over 
the slavery of sin, distress and. per- 
plexity among the nations will give 
way to confidence and peace. 


Only "by the restoration of the joy 
of God's salvation to the individual 
Christian can the Church as a whole 
be revived. Only thus can there be a 
return to reality instead of mere 
religious pretension and to power 
instead of empty profession. Only a 
church vitalized by God’s presence 
and power can meet the crisis of the 
hour and with calm assurance point 
the way out to a confused and fear- 
ridden world. 
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SPECIAL POST SCRIPT ON THE IRISH ELECTIONS 

As we go to press the reports of the Irish elec- 
tions are coming in. Unfortunately we have seen 
no report which lets the public know what has 
happened, and the whole of the underlying rea- 
sons for the fall of the government and the neces- 
sity of general elections has been carefully elimi- 
nated from all the stories. 

Dr. Noel Browne has been reelected to Parlia- 
ment by the largest majority given to any one of 
the 147 candidates for the Dail with the excep- 
tion of the Prime Minister, Costello, who is very 
popular in his district in South Dublin. The Re- 
publican party which MacBride headed, and from 
which Browne resigned to run as an Independent, 
was practically wiped out of existence. MacBride 
was elected, but no other member of his party 
carried his district. 

In the former Dail DeValera had 67 votes. In 
the present Dail he will have 69. Costello’s party 
won 64 votes, and there are 14 Independents. As 
these latter will go with Costello in a coalition, it 
is probable that Costello will be the Prime Minis- 
ter again. It would appear, at all events, that the 
Bishops will still run Ireland. 


SWORDS AND PLOWSHARES 

To show how rapidly time is moving and what 
advances are being made we present the following 
paragraph reprinted in the current issue of The 
Scientific American from their issue of May, 
1851: 

“Tron is the most abundant metallic mineral our 
country affords. The most valuable mine is one 
in Salisbury, Connecticut, which yields 3,000 tons 
annually. In Ohio, 1,200 square miles are under- 
laid with iron. A region explored in 1838 would 
contain 1,000,000,000 tons. By taking from this 
region 400,000 tons annually (a larger quantity 
than England produced previous to 1829), it 
would last 2700 years — as long a distance, cer- 
tainly, as any man looks ahead!” 

We know, of course, that all of that iron has 
been used long ago and that it would not satisfy 
our consumption rate one year let alone 2700 
years. It is now known that the great Mesaba 


Range, much vaster than anything known a cen- 
tury ago, has been practically exhausted and that 
we must now look abroad for our iron resources. 

All this is very interesting in the light of the 
Bible prophecy that in the last war men will even 
take the implements of agriculture from their 
fields and will turn them into war-making imple- 
ments. Before swords will ever be beaten into 
plowshares (Isaiah 2:4) the reverse will be true 
and plowshares will be beaten into swords 


(Joel 3:10). 


POPULATION DENSITY 

The Scientific American, May, 1951, contains 
the following which will be of interest not only 
to those who think of missionary work among 
the souls of lost men but also of interest to those 
who think in terms of Bible prophecy and the 
great events of the time of the end. 

“The human race has increased by 544,000,000 
in the past 30 years and now totals 2,378,000,000, 
United Nations statisticians report. At this rate 
of growth, nearly 1% a year, the present world 
population would be doubled in less than a 
century. 

“The fastest growing part of the world is Latin 
America, with an annual rate of increase of about 
2%. As of June, 1949, there were 321,000,000 
people in the Americas, 593,000,000 in Europe, 
1,254,000,000 in Asia, 198,000,000 in Africa and 
12,000,000 in Oceania. 

“Population density is greatest in Asia, with an 
over-all average of 47 persons per square kilo- 
meter. The range in Asiatic countries is from 
223 per square kilometer in Japan to 12 in the 
Near East. Europe’s average density is 22 per 
square kilometer; the Americas, 8 per square 
kilometer. Africa and Oceania, with relatively 
large areas of uninhabited desert, have 7 persons 
and 1 person respectively.” 

Those who have read my annual surveys of 
world events will remember that a similar popu- 
lation announcement at the end of 1947 was pre- 
sented in these columns as the most important 
news item of the entire year. 
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The intolerance of the Liberals is 
well known and a new example is be- 
fore us in a statement by Dr. G. A. 
Hadijiantoniou, Moderator of the 
Evangelical Church in Greece. Dr. 
Hadjiantoniou was a lawyer origi- 
nally, a graduate of Cambridge Uni- 
versity in England. He became a min- 
ister and is doing a fine piece of work 
in the Gospel. The following is writ- 
ten by him concerning the intolerance 
of one of the vice-presidents of the 
World Council of Churches toward 
an Evangelical church. It should be 
realized that the World Council of 
Churches is furnishing thousands of 
dollars to the horribly corrupt Greek 
Orthodox Church which in turn 
blocks the people of God froni build- 
ing a building for their worship. Dr. 
Hadjiantoniou writes as follows: 


“We have an Evangelical commu- 
nity in the little village Neos Mylo- 
topos near the town of Yiannitsa in 
Macedonia. The members of that 
community are, all of them, refugees 
from Asia Minor and they settled 
down in that village twenty-eight 
years ago. Nearly half the population 
of the village is Evangelical and very 
often an Evangelical mayor is elected. 
All these years our people were wor- 
shiping in the house of one of their 
number but they decided to build a 
church building. They bought a piece 
of land and they had the plans drawn 
up by an architect and we applied to 
the Ministry of Cults for the neces- 
sary permission. The law which gov- 
erns these things requires that the 
consent of the Greek Orthodox bishop 
of the area should be secured. I ap- 
plied, therefore, to the Bishop of 
Edessa, one of the most prominent 
ecumenical people in the country and 
a member of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches. 
The bishop asked that our church 
committee should sign a document in 
the presence of a notary public by 
which they should undertake never t 
do anything against the laws of the 
country in connection with this build- 
ing and not to effect any proselytism 
in connection with it. I pointed out to 
him that should they do any of the 
above things they would make them- 
selves liable to punishment by the 
criminal courts of the country and 
their signing or not signing a docu- 
ment of the above nature would not 
make any difference. But the bishop 
insisted that they should sign such a 
document, so I asked our church com- 
mittee in that village to have that 
document signed, which they did 
After that the bishop promised that he 
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would recommend the issuance of a 
permit in our favor, and some time 
later he assured me that he did: rec- 
ommend this. 


“What was my astonishment when 
I went to the Ministry of Cults and 
found out that the bishop in his report 
stated that he himself had no objec- 
tion to the erection of an Evangelical 
church in the village, but he drew the 
attention of the ministry to a docu- 
ment signed by the chief of the police 
of the area in which this officer stated 
that the Greek Orthodox population 
of the village would never tolerate the 
setting up of an Evangelical church 
in the village and should such a build- 
ing be attempted the Greek Orthodox 
people would pull it down and the 
chief of the police consequently ad- 
vised the ministry not to give the per- 
mission. The bishop drew the atten- 
tion of the ministry to this document 
and advised them to deal with the 
matter very cautiously. The ministry 
sent the whole file to their legal ad- 
visor, and asked him to give his opin- 
ion. The legal advisor returned the 
file together with his written opinion 
that there is no legal objection what- 
ever to setting up the Evangelical 
church in the village. In spite of this, 
however, the ministry issued its deci- 
sion by which it refused our people 
in Neos Mylotopos the permission to 
set up a church building of their own. 


“This is a very sad case of religious 
intolerance, all the sadder because of 
the fact that it has its source in a 
bishop of an ecumenical standing. The 
Greek Orthodox Church in Greece 
received the help of the Protestant 
Churches in America through the 
World Council of Churches to the 
amount of many thousands of dollars 
and many a Greek Orthodox church 
was built through the generous help 
of Protestants’ gifts from America, 
Great Britain, and other countries. 
And it is indeed very sad that these 
people should refuse the right of wor- 
ship to the fellow believers of the 
people who so- generously helped 
them.” 


The church must make a definite 
movement in its program toward 
meeting the needs of unmarried wom- 
en. The Institute of Life Insurance 
has issued sober figures which show 
that even by 1960 there will be more 
than 2,500,000 more women than men 
in the United States. At birth today, 
girls have a life expectancy of about 
five years longer than boys, and the 
death rate is now lower for women 
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than for men, for almost every disease 
and kind of accident. In addition to 
this, the war casualties are almost 
100 per cent men. 


Special programs for Christian girls 
who are unmarried and who will have 
no prospect of marriage must be in- 
augurated by the church. Here is a 
field that must be undertaken. 


FRONT LINE 


Quentin Reynolds, the famous war 
correspondent, who is a New York- 
born Roman Catholic, recently took 
time out from his radio and news- 
paper work to make a tour of the 
West on behalf of the Jewish Welfare 
Fund. Speaking in San Francisco, 
Reynolds said that the new nation of 
“Israel could well be the front line 
of defense in case of war. They could 
well be on our side. The whole coun- 
try would make a natural airfield.” 
The thought of Palestine being the 
front line defense area for the United 
States may have in it a whole lot more 
truth than journalism. 


FALSE TEACHERS — WARPED MINDS 


One of the reasons why Jesus Christ 
stated that He would send to Hell the 
ministers who “had cast demons and 
in His name done many mighty 
works” may be found in the fact that 
it is possible for people to destroy the 
mind of those to whom they preach. 
Dr. Joost A. M. Meerloo, of New 
York City, discusses important ques- 
tions in the field of domination of 
another will in the American Journal 
of Psychiatry. He reaches the conclu- 
sion that it is possible to make a man 
accept an ideology that he loathed 
and to steal his spiritual freedom. 


We have seen in the court trials of 
Communist countries that it is possi- 
ble for dictators to bring men into a 
court room and cause them to confess 
crimes that they have not, committed 
and cause them to sponsor ideas which 
have been alien to their entire lifetime. 
Dr. Meerloo reaches the conclusion 
that even the strongest will can be 
broken down, that confessions of guilt 
are easy to extract, and that psychia- 
trists may become the tools of com- 
missars and of the secret police. The 
New York psychiatrist gives to this 
breaking down of the mind the name 
of “menticide.” Dr. Meerloo asks if 
it is possible to immunize persons 
against destructive suggestion, and the 
answer seems to be more negative 
than positive. He concludes “that 
mankind should be guaranteed the 
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right not to hear and not to conform 
and the right of defense against psy- 
chological attack in the form of per- 
verted mass propaganda and individ- 
ual mental torture. 


The implications involved in this 
study are horrible, but it should be 
realized that as early as the time of 
Christ it was recognized that it was 
possible for false teachers to warp 
minds and bring men into the bond- 
age of error. Their damnation slum- 
bereth not. 


CENSUS FIGURES A GUIDE 


A breakdown of the 1950 census 
figures should give direction to much 
of our Christian work. It has been 
revealed that our present population 
shows an increase of 40 per cent in the 
number of children under ten years of 
age and an increase of 37 per cent of 
the number of persons over sixty-five 
years of age. Women now outnumber 
men in a ratio of 1,000 to 981, a 
change in ten years from the ratio of 
1,007 males to every 1,000 females. 
The number of households in the na- 
tion has increased from 34,000,000 to 
42,500,000 with an average of 3.4 per- 
sons per household. One-sixth of the 
entire population of the United States 
moved its residence in the twelve 
months before the census. 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL 


The School Board of the State of 
New Mexico has banned the wearing 
of religious garb by nuns who are 
teachers in public schools. It has also 
decided not to rent school buildings 
from religious groups except under 
“exceptional circumstances.” The rul- 
ing grew out of the fact that more 
than one hundred and thirty nuns and 
brothers secured employment in the 
public school system and were really 
conducting Catholic schools under the 
budget of the state. 


The policy of the Roman Catholic 
Church there and statements made by 
the hierarchy in connection with the 
case, which went to the Supreme 
Court of the State of New Mexico, 
and resulted in the present ruling, 
should cause Protestants everywhere 
to scrutinize the employment meth- 
ods of their local school boards. 
Knowing the Roman Catholic Church 
to be what it is, it is very possible 
that women who are in reality nuns 
but who dress in civilian clothing may 
secure employment in the public school 
system and even come to dominate en- 
tire schools. “Eternal vigilance is the 


price of liberty.” 
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BIBLE INSTITUTE IN NEED 


Christians should be warned against 
giving to the International “Christian” 
University which is in prospect for 
Japan. The work is thoroughly mod- 
ernistic, and the men behind it are in 
no wise evangelical. Such a university 
would be a focal center of infection 
for modernist doctrine throughout the 
Japanese church. 


It is of great interest to note that 
the northern island of Hokkaido has 
had a great movement of separation 
from the Kyodan, which is the Coun- 
cil of Churches of Japan. Gordon 
Chapman, a faithful ie eer mis- 
sionary, writes: . Practically all 
the churches which are basically of 
Presbyterian stock on Hokkaido, have 
already voted to secede from the Kyo- 
dan; this action being based on rea- 
sons of doctrine, polity, evangelistic 
policy, and indigenous church princi- 
ples. We want not only to relate the 
Institute project to these churches, but 
also to all other evangelical churches 
on the Island; no matter what the 
denominational connection.” This is 
a true spiritual advance, and some of 
our readers may be interested in the 
Bible Institute. A building has been 
erected by funds contributed through 
a member of the congregation of the 
Editor’s church. Funds for the fol- 
lowing equipment are urgently needed : 


$4 each for 200 metal folding chairs 

1 piano 

1 organ 

12 coal or wood heating stoves at 
$20 each 

12 tables and desks and 4 collapsi- 
ble tables 

4 electric heating stoves with fan 
blowers at $80 each 

carpets and rugs 

heavy and more comfortable furni- 
ture for general purposes, $750 

books and magazine subscriptions 
for the library, based on the list 
of Wilbur Smith’s bibliography 

“Profitable Bible Study” 

$1,000 to purchase basic Japanese 
reference books and good evan- 
gelical literature 

a set of wall maps 

visual and auditory aids (projector, 
record player, tape recorder ) 

public address system 


The budget for the equipment of 
the Bible Institute is $5,000, and it 
is thought that its annual upkeep will 
cost $1,000. Most of this money will 
have to come from America. We will 
be glad to forward any funds that are 
sent to us, without deduction. 
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MOTHER CABRINI IN NEW ORLEANS 


Protestant ministers in the city of 
New Orleans have gone to court to 
secure the removal of a_ six-foot . 
statue of St. Frances Xavier Cabrina, 
founder of the Italian Missionary Sis- 
ters of the Sacred Heart. The statue 
was paid for and erected on city 
property by a Catholic organization 
with the city’s permission. Protestant 
ministers requested the city to have 
the statue removed to church prop- 


erty. 


CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 
ON FAMILY LIFE 


A report made to the - National 
Catholic Conference on Family Life 
held recently in St. Louis noted a 
steady increase in mixed marriages 
from 1910 to the present. The priest 
making the report stated that “in 
spite of considerable propaganda 
against mixed marriages, the attitude 
of Catholic and Protestant young 
people toward such unions seems in- 
creasingly tolerant.” The priest de- 
clared that he expected the trend and 
increase to continue. 

A good note sounded at the Con- 
ference was the criticism of the Mid- 
Century White House Conference on 
Children and Youth which was held 
in December in Washington. The 
Catholic spokesman charged that “the 
Conference was under the control of 
men and women who had a pragmatic, 
materialistic, and secular viewpoint of 
the child.” The priest further stated 
that the philosophy that the child is 
the property of the state showed its 
face at the Conference. 


TRUTH WILL MAKE ITS WAY 


A move to repeal the Tennessee 
Evolution Law was in the State 
Legislature at Nashville in March. 
Christians should not be worried at 
this tendency, and it is our belief that 
the law should be repealed. Wherever 
Christians are in the majority and 
such laws are passed as that which 
exists in Tennessee they would have 
no cause, if, where there was a Uni- 
tarian majority, laws were passed for- 
bidding the teaching of Christianity. 

The true Christian has nothing to 
fear from truth. In fact, we have 
nothing to fear from the presentation 
of false doctrine, provided we are 
given the rtunity of combatting 
it with the truth. In the long run 
truth will make its way in the hearts 
of those who have been born again, 
and in the long run the unregenerate 
will reject truth no matter how it is 


presented. 
(Continued on Page 46) 








How revealing is the hand! How it reflects the life. For what is habitually 





in a man's hand largely represents his life and thoughts and activities. 
The hand reveals the heart! 


IN HIS 


HAND 


By NORTHCOTE DECK 


Hus when God met Moses in the desert, 

His question: “What is that in thine 

hand ?” was not for God’s information ; it 
rather for Moses’ illumination. God could see 
what was in His servant’s hand. He rather 
wanted Moses to realize what was in his heart, 
and what actually constituted his life. There 
might have been a monarch’s scepter in that 
hand, but “by faith Moses refused to be called 
the son of Pharoah’s daughter.” And now, long 
years after, all that was in the man’s hand was 
his shepherd’s rod or staff with which he had 
led “the flock to the . . . desert.” It was as if 
God said to him: “What is now in your life, 
you, brought up in a palace, you who once had 
visions of delivering My people? Why are you 
merely occupied with “those few sheep in the 
wilderness?” Later, through grace, that shep- 
herd’s staff was to become “the rod of God,” 
and Moses was to change his occupation, from 
guiding a flock of sheep to guiding a nation for 
God. The change of what was in his hand was 
to become symbolic of the change in his heart 
and life. 


And hands in the New Testament are just as 
illuminating. Let us betake ourselves to Galilee, 
in “the days of His flesh,” and climb the wind- 
ing street in Nazareth. Let us turn in at the 
carpenter’s shop, and question the owner: 
“Joseph, what is that in thine hand?” It would 
have been a plane or hammer, for he was a 
worker in wood. How little Joseph realized 
there was growing up in his workshop One 
who would later take His turn as “the car- 
penter” of Nazareth, but who was destined later 
to become the Great Carpenter of Souls. He, 
like Moses, would e His occupation and 
turn from the tools of trade to the souls of men. 


Hands and Hearts Changed 


Let us now climb out of Nazareth, and de- 
scend to the Lake of Galilee, hung like a great 
big blue raindrop in that thirsty land. Passing 
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through Bethsaida, we might have come upon 
two toilers by the lake. Let us stop and ques- 
tion them: “Peter and John, what is that in 
your hands?” They would have said “A net, 
for we be fishers.” That net represented their 
lives, the toil that filled their thoughts. Later, 
they, too, were to change their livelihood and 
become “fishers of men” and learn to deal in 
eternal values. 


Let us now turn up from the lake into Caper- 
naum, and passing through “the receipt of cus- 
toms” ask one sitting there: “Matthew, what is 
that in thine hand?” He would have answered : 
“Gold is in my hand; I am the tax gatherer.” 
But he, too, was destined to be called by the 
Saviour, and thenceforth to change his occupa- 
tion. He was to learn a new scale of values and 
learn to lay up “gold tried in the fire” that he, 
too, might become rich throughout all eternity. 


Then we must take ship across the blue Aegean 
land at Corinth, and climb up to the generous 
home of one Gaius, the “host of the whole 
church.” There, about A.D. 58, we might have 
found seated in his guest chamber one Saul of 
Tarsus, now the great “apostle to the Gentiles.” 
Let us question him: “Paul, what is that in 
thine hand?” He might well have answered 
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“the pen of a ready writer” with 
which I have just written to Galatia, 
and am now writing for God to Rome. 
How changed the occupation of the 
hand that now held the pen and con- 
tinually enriched the world. Once it 
had held “letters” from the High 
Priest, to bind “any of this way.” But 
under the blessed compulsion of the 
Son of God, the persecutor had 
changed his occupation and become 
the preacher, by lip and pen. 


In the adjoining guest room, we 
might find Paul’s traveling compan- 
ion, Luke the Physician. “What is 
that in thine hand?” let us ask him. 
Once it had held the surgeon’s knife, 
but he, too, has turned from bodies to 
souls. At times, he, too, handles the 
pen for God, to the world’s permanent 
enrichment, but mainly he is busy over 
the surgery of souls; blessed calling, 
blessed preoccupation ! 


One last visit, this time to a woman 
at Joppa by the sea. Let us see what is 
her business. “What is that in thine 
hand, Dorcas?’ “Why my needle. 
Once it was used for self, now it min- 
isters to the saints, and satisfies my 
heart and their needs. I sew for the 
Saviour.” So hands show heart. 


In His Hand—A Cup 


Now let us turn to the Saviour 
Himself, and ask Him reverently: 
“Lord, what is that in Thine hand?” 
For that mighty hand has held many 
things, and performs many ministries 
committed unto Him by the Father ; 
like everything else about Him, the 
answers will be both important and 
illuminating to us. 


First “In the hand of the Lord 
there is a cup. . . . He poureth out of 
the same . . . the dregs . . . the wicked 
... Shall drink” (Psa. 75:8). Essen- 
tially, the hand of a Holy God must 
hold a cup of judgment for sin, for 
“He is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity.” That dread cup is filled 
from “the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of God.” Some dread day 
He will hand that cup to the wicked, 
and not one such shall escape that 
draught of death when in the course 
of the ages Christ becomes “the Judge 
of all the earth.” 


Had that been the only cup held by 
His hand, these words had never been 
written, nor read by believers. But, 
thank God, we can read further in 
Matthew 26:39 of another cup He 
held and drank in dread Gethsemane, 
the cup of anguish to Himself. For 
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in the plan of God and of salvation: 
“They gave Me to drink” (Psa. 
69:21). Thank “that bitter cup, 
Love drank it up, Now there’s but 
peace for me.” 


But the cup He drank that dark 
night involved far more of physical 
suffering for Him. We can realize 
how much more by the question in 
Zechariah 13:6, “One shall say unto 
Him, What are these wounds in Thy 
hands? Then He shall answer, Those 
with which I was wounded in the 
house of my friends.” Many moving 
things could be said of that strange 
reception by His own nation, when in 
place of giving Him a crown, they 
nailed Him to a cross. Men crowned 
Him with thorns to express their 
hatred. God at the same time “crowned 
Him wtih glory and honor,” to ex- 
press His approbation and love. 


As a result, we can confidently 
turn to Psalm 116:13 and receive 
from that pierced hand, that which 
He tenders to all who will believe on 
Him, and “take the cup of salvation.” 
What a happy description of God’s 
remedy for sin! A cup of salvation, 
that cheers and rejoices and sustains. 
No wonder we can “call upon the 
name of the Lord” in joy and thanks- 
giving. 


In His Hand—A Sword 


Here then is Divine and perfect 
provision for our needs, yet in a world 
of violence and sin, we need also pro- 
tection and such is indicated in Joshua 
5:13 where Joshua beheld “a man 
with his sword drawn in his hand.” 
For his loving Saviour of the “gra- 
cious words” of the , is also 
the warrior Lord. The of God 
goes forth to war! That sword is de- 
scribed as “drawn” and it will never 
be sheathed “till all the ransomed 
saints of God are saved to sin no 
more.” It ever protects His own, and 
pursues the wicked. 


But privileges carry responsibilities, 
and I turn further to Amos 7:7 and 
find still another “ministry” of that 
mighty hand. God specially calls at- 
tention to it with a question to Amos: 
“What seest thou?” “And the Lord 
stood . . . with a plumbline in His 
hand.” Now a plumbline is needed to 
make evident the crookedness of a 
wall, and we shall ever need God’s 
sure plumbline, the Word of God in 
daily operation in our lives to discover 
our shortcomings and failings that 
God may amend them. Daily may we 
use it! 


A Withered Hand 


There are many, indeed, who have 
come to the condition of the man in 
Luke 6:6. What was-his malady? It . 
was a chronic one. He had a withered 
hand. How descriptive! A palsy had 
taken him, slow, unperceived in its 
onset, yet fatal in its consequences. 
He was now “not able.” It was his 
right hand, too. The best of his tal- 
ents were now useless, the best of his 
possibilities were now impossible. 
There are many withered right hands 
of believers today. They have life, 
but not strength or skill for service. 


What is the remedy for such a 
withered hand? Is there still a rem- 
edy? Is it not too long-lasting, too 
late? Well, there is still the Saviour 
available, “able to save to the utter- 
most.” There was one impotent man 
thirty-eight years in this sad condi- 
tion, yet that proved no difficulty to 
the same Great Physician. Thirty- 
eight years or thirty-eight minutes 
are all the same to him. Do we really 
think we are beyond His skill? 


Mark now the Great Physician’s 
treatment of this withered hand. Back 
of that withered hand was a withered 
will, an unwilling heart. In any case 
the procedure is highly significant: 
The Saviour addresses Himself to the 
hardest part of the miracle first. He 
addresses the man’s will, in the com- 
mand, “stand forth in the midst.” 
“Wilt thou be made whole?” was the 
Saviour’s strange question to theim* 
potent man. It hardly seemed to need 
an answer. Yet it is precisely the 
same problem today, with many of 
His own. Many do not want to be 
well ; they might have to work, then! 
They are like professional cripples in 
the streets. 


Happily this man was different. He 
was willing for the Lord to operate 
on him so “he stood forth in the 
midst.” Then came what seems so 
difficult to us, the healing of the hand. 
Was it difficult to God? Evidently 
not, for the second command came, 
without a pause, “Stretch forth thy 
hand.” And as the cripple wonder- 
ingly, tremblingly, to obey, 
strength is given, in answer to faith 
(as it ever is) and the hand comes 
forth whole as the other. That, I be- 
lieve, is ever the Divine sequence, first 
a willing mind, a response of faith, 
and then a glorious deliverance. And 
still as of old “the power of the Lord 
is present to heal” (Lk. 5:17). Oh, 
Believe it! 


Tue Enp 
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THE IRISH CRISIS 


There has been and is a crisis in Irish political life almost as 
important to them as the MacArthur crisis has been to America, 
and yet almost no word of it has appeared in the American press. 


D. you think that 
it is possible for there to be a great 
struggle in the parliament and cabinet 
of a nation as important as the Irish 
Free State, for the struggle to come 
to a crisis in which a cabinet minis- 
ter resigns, a political party breaks 
up, a national coalition falls, the Gov- 
ernment is overthrown, new general 
elections are called, and the country, 
as well as Northern Ireland, is in an 
uproar about a great scandal, and 
hardly a word appears in the news- 
papers of America? If this had oc- 
curred behind the Iron Curtain, we 
could understand the censorship. But 
it has just happened, and is happen- 
ing in Ireland, and the news has been 
suppressed for the rest of the world. 


The New York Times flaunts its 
slogan All the News that’s Fit to 
Print, but someone evidently con- 
sidered that the crisis in Ireland was 
unimportant enough to be dismissed 
with a few inches on an inside page, 
and then only after the matter had 
boiled for a month in Ireland and 
spilled over into the fall of the Gov- 
ernment. Even when the Times 
mentioned the crisis it did not give 
any of the reasons back of the story. 
And it must be understood that in 
our day the reasons back of a story 
may be much more important than 
the story itself. That is the case in 
this present instance. 


In a nutshell the story is as follows. 
The Irish Government is a coalition 
of several parties, Costello being the 
Prime Minister, with MacBride, 
chief of the Clann na Poblachta, the 
Republican Party, being the Foreign 
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Minister. Another member of this 
party, Dr. Noel Browne, a young 
physician, has been Minister for 
Health. Dr. Browne has a great plan 
for Mother and Child Health Service 
which he had fought to put into 
effect. In fact, he and MacBride had 
been elected because of their support 
of such social measures. The Roman 
Catholic Bishops opposed certain 
features of the scheme, and Browne 
thought that a compromise measure, 
submitted by him to the Prime Minis- 
ter, had settled the matter. 

Browne went on seeking support 
for his plan, circulated hundreds of 
thousands of pamphlets, and made 
many lectures on the subject, when all 


the time the Prime Minister had not 
even sent his compromise measure on 
to the Bishops. When it suddenly 
became apparent that the politicians 
wanted the plan because it meant 
votes from the people, but that they 
knew they had to junk it on account 
of the Bishops, they decided to make 
Browne the scapegoat by forcing him 
to withdraw it, appealing to him as a 
Catholic who must be in submission 
to the Bishops. He did so, but re- 
signed from the Cabinet, and the 
Party, giving to the Press the whole 
correspondence that had passed be- 
tween the Bishops, the Prime Minis- 
ter, and himself. These documents, 
which we publish in full, demonstrate 
that the Bishops are in complete con- 
trol of the Government of Ireland, 
and the explosion which resulted 
from their publication blew the Gov- 
ernment apart and caused the disso- 
lution of the Dail, the Irish Parlia- 
ment, and the calling of General 
Elections for the 30th of May. 

The story first came to me on the 
7th of May, almost a month after the 
beginning of the events. I received 
from a correspondent in Ireland a 
copy of the Northern Whig published 
in Belfast. I saw immediately that 
there was something happening in 
Ireland which was causing as great 
a furore in that country as the re- 
calling of MacArthur had aroused in 
this country. Four-column headlines 
streamed across the page: “Debate on 
Dr. Browne’s statement resumed. 
EIRE’S REAL RULERS ARE 
THE R. C. BISHOPS.” The sub- 
headline said, “ “As a Catholic, I pro- 
test!’ Captain Cowan tells Dail.” 
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I read the newspaper with great 
interest. Evidently a Cabinet mem- 
ber had resigned, and with his resig- 
nation had released to the press some 
letters from the Catholic Hierarchy 
which were very damning. I gleaned 
the information that Dr. Noel 
Browne had resigned as Minister of 
Health, and that he had given to the 
press a whole series of letters which 
demonstrated, according to the news 
reports, that the Catholic Bishops had 
been wielding a heavy whip over the 
Government of the Irish Free State 
and that everyone jumped when the 
Hierarchy spoke. 


Because of the importance of these 
letters and their suppression here in 
the United States, I deem it neces- 
sary to publish them in full at the 
close of this article. These letters, 
written in secret by Roman Catholic 
Bishops, with no thought that they 
would ever see the light of day, show 
the machinations of this group, and 
what their concept of civil govern- 
ment is. In the course of my article 
I will quote from these letters and 
will refer to them by a system of 
numbering which I have given to 
them according to their chronology. 
The reader may check every state- 
ment I make with actual text of the 
letters, and will find that I have 
drawn no false conclusions. 


In the first paper which I saw 
there was a most interesting inter- 
view, published under a two-column 
double headline, “Bishops Mustn’t Be 
Flouted!” This was the statement of 
the Deputy Premier of Eire, and it 
began as follows: “Mr. Norton, 
Deputy Premier of Eire, said that 
Dr. Browne had exceeded any au- 
thority he got from the Government 
by revealing the correspondence with 
the Bishops. The position, he said, 
was that Dr. Browne regarded all 
this as dictation by the Bishops and 
that he was going to fight them. Mr. 
Norton said there was going to be 
no flouting of the authority of the 
Bishops on Catholic social or moral 
teaching. If anybody believed that 
defiance of the Bishops on this matter 
was going to give liberty to the 
masses, let them look at other coun- 
tries, where they would find the 
workers or masses had got very little 
of the liberty they were promised 
when they abandoned recognition of 
the moral law. The members of the 
Government had done all they could 
to induce Dr. Browne to handle this 
matter with sagacity and not to let it 
go to a crisis, Mr. Norton declared.” 
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I was beginning to wonder what 
the debate had been about. I could 
tell that it had something to do with 
a medical law for giving aid to 
mothers and children, but it was 
evident that the issue had been 
brushed aside in the midst of the 
greater issue which-had developed, 
namely, that the Government had 
been lying down before the Bishops, 
that the Bishops had been issuing 
orders to members of the Cabinet, 
and that evidently the Prime Minis- 
ter had been no more than a yes- 
man for the Hierarchy. 


Two other headlines caught my 
eye. “Assertion of R. C. Bishop of 
Derry. CHURCH ‘HAS RIGHT 
TO CALL HALT TO LEGISLA- 
TORS.’” And in the next column: 
“THE CAT WAS OUT OF THE 
BAG.” This was an interesting item 
pointing out that when the debate 
had broken out again on April 17th, 
after Dr. Browne’s resignation on 
April 11th, the Cabinet members who 
should have been on the benches in 
the Dail to sustain the Government’s 
side of the debate, according to Eu- 
ropean parliamentary procedure, 
were conspicuous by their absence. 
The headline meant that even though 
the leaders stayed away because the 
problem was so hot that they did not 
wish to become involved, the cat was 
nevertheless out of the bag, for 
everyone now knew the truth. 
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‘Upon reading every word available 
in the Belfast newspaper I became 
convinced that there was a real story, 
and I set out to find it. Sending a 
research assistant to New York, to’ 
the Public Library, to the British In- 
formation Office, to the New York 
offices of the Manchester Guardian 
and the London Times, to the Irish 
Consulate, and using the long-dis- 
tance telephone for a score of calls, 
I began to get the evidence that 
enables me to piece the story together. 


REMEMBER THAT THE 
AMAZING FACT IS THAT THE 
INFORMATION COULD NOT 
BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE 
ORDINARY SOURCES OF 
NEWS AVAILABLE TO THE 
UNITED STATES. It was not in 
the columns of the New York news- 
papers. It was not in Time or News- 
week. The fight, the resignation of 
a cabinet member, the subsequent 
resignation of other cabinet members, 
the break-up of a political party, the 
dissolution of the coalition govern- 
ment of Ireland, the fall of the gov- 
ernment, the dissolving of the Dail 
and the call for national elections had 
not been covered in the American 
press. As we began to probe we be- 
came more and more convinced that 
the Roman Catholic Church had 
brought to bear every pressure that 
was at its disposal in this country 
and that they had succeeded in 
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Cabinet of the Coalition Irish Government (now fallen). Shown seated are (left to 
N. C. Browne, S. MacBride, W. Norton, Mr. Costello, General R. Mulcahy, Dr. T. J. 
are (left to right) D. Morrissey, J. Everett, P. McGilligan, J. Blowick, 
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eliminating from American press and 
radio a news story that would have 
been of avid interest to millions of 
Irish because of their interest in af- 
fairs in the land from which they or 
their parents had come, and that 
would have been of equal interest to 
millions of Protestants who would 
eye with knowledge the inner mean- 
ings of a revelation of revolting 
political domination by the Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy. 


I realized immediately that I had 
two stories before me; first, the 
story of what had actually happened 
in Ireland, and, second, the story of 
how the news had been suppressed in 
the United States. My assistant got 
me the materials from which J have 
written the first story, I uncovered a 
small portion of the second. How a 
file of copies of The Irish Press and 
The Irish Times, both of Dublin, 
were cleverly secured from a source 
that would never want them in 
Protestant hands is a tale we cannot 
tell. 


Let us go back to Ireland for the 
first story. Under the leadership of 
John A. Costello as Prime Minister, 
a coalition of several parties had 
formed a Government that was 
pledged to many reforms. One party, 
especially strong among the poor of 
Dublin, was the Clann na Poblachta. 
Republican Party, and its strength in 
Parliament entitled it to two minis- 
ters. Its leader, MacBride, had be- 
come Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and a brilliant young medical doctor, 
only thirty-six years of age, had be- 
come Minister of Health. As in any 
Roman Catholic country the standard 
of living in Ireland is very low and 
the state of the poor is terrible be- 
yond anything we know in this 
country. Dr. Browne had sponsored 
a health measure, popularly known 
as the Mother and Child Act. The 
principal provisions were: 1) com- 
plete medical care for mothers, be- 
fore, during, and after childbirth; 
2) free medical care of all kinds for 
children up to 16 years of age. The 
scheme as outlined by Dr. Browne 
stated there would be no compulsion, 
no means test, and no contributions. 
There would be no state interference 
whatsoever with the doctor-patient 
relationship. No means test refers 
to the fact that there would be no 
questionnaire to be signed stating the 
income of the patient, since some 
similar schemes in England had been 
available at one time only to those 
who stated that their means were in- 
sufficient to cover their medical needs. 
The Irish Medical Association want- 
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ed a scheme with a means test so that 
the wealthier patients would have to 
pay their own way. Dr. Browne 
pushed his scheme with great vigor 
in view of the fact that Eire has the 
highest over-all mortality rate in 
Europe. The Irish Medical Associa- 
tion is controlled by those doctors 
trained in Roman Catholic hospitals 
and educated in Roman Catholic 
schools. The opposition in the medi- 
cal world centered in doctors trained 
in Britain or in medical schools in 
hospitals independent of Roman 
Catholic control, although hundreds 
of members of the Irish Medical 
Association privately sided with Dr. 
Browne. 


World Wide Photo 


John C. McQuaid, Archbishop of Dublin: 
“The Hierarchy must regard the scheme pro- 
posed by the Minister of Health as opposed 
to Catholic social teaching.” 


It is important to note that in 
cabinet meetings the plan of Dr. 
Browne was officially accepted and 
that he proceeded with the evident 
approval of the Government. There- 
fore, Dr. Browne proceeded to cir- 
culate a score of different pamphlets 
in hundreds of thousands of copies at 
Government expense, during the past 
year and a half, to create support for 
his scheme. This is important to re- 
member, for it will make a liar out 
of the Prime Minister as we unfoid 
the story. 


Dr. Browne was educated at the 
Marist Brothers School, Athlone, and 
by the Christian Brothers at Ballin- 
robe. Later he went to St. Anthony’s 





Preparatory School, Eastbourne. 
England, and to the Jesuit College, 
Beaumont. His revolt against the 
Catholic Hierarchy is all the more 
significant against this background. It 
shows, of course, that he is a brilliant 
man, and of a family able to pay for 
the best in Catholic education for 
him. The fact that he was sent to 
England for his High School and 
College work stamps him as one of 
the upper class Catholics of Ireland. 
The fact that he returned to Ireland 
and entered the Medical School of 
Trinity College, Dublin, stamps him 
as a brainy man. Upon qualifying 
as a doctor he went for further study 
to England, after his internship in 
Steeven’s Hospital (Dublin’s best, 
and a non-Catholic-controlled hospi- 
tal). He rose rapidly in medical cir- 
cles and was soon elected to Parlia- 
ment and became Minister of Health 
at the age of thirty-four. 


He rallied the best of the medical 
world with him, and had hundreds of 
letters from doctors approving his 
scheme. In a Roman Catholic country 
it is always necessary for everyone 
to yell loudly that he is a good Cath- 
olic, even while working for princi- 
ples that might oppose Catholic teach- 
ings. It probably brought great relief 
to the minds of men, even officials in 
the Irish Medical Association, when 
Dr. Browne announced at the time of 
his resignation, that he had destroyed 
all the letters from the hundreds of 
doctors who had pledged their sup- 
port to him and his scheme. One must 
feel and sense the hypocrisy which is 
almost a necessary part of life in a 
totalitarian state that is ruled by sin- 


ister forces. It was thus that every- 


one lifted his hand to say Heil 
Hitler in the bad German days, even 
while cursing the regime in private. 


Within the Cabinet great tension 
developed. Browne’s scheme would 
have put the health of Ireland in the 
hands of the highly intelligent medi- 
cal men, better trained than the men 
who qualify in the little Catholic hos- 
pitals in various towns of Ireland. 
But the Roman Catholic Church was 
afraid that with such pre-natal care, 
and such a spread of enlightened 
knowledge, there would be a tendency 
to birth control, that there might be 
interruption of pregnancy to save a 
mother’s life, or that in a time of an 
operation a qualified physician might 
tie the tubes of a mother which would 
make it impossible for her to bear 
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further children. The Roman Cath- 
olic doctrine is that a mother must die 
rather than have the foetus removed 
to save her own life, and that a wo- 
man must. risk pregnancy even if a 
doctor says that it will be fatal. The 
official opposition to the good health 
of Ireland that developed in the Ro- 
man Hierarchy was based on the sus- 
picion that the medical world puts 
the interests of the patient before 
those of the church. 


Unknown to Dr. Browne, the Bish- 
ops of Ireland had met and discussed 
this matter and had issued formal or- 
ders to the Prime Minister and to 
Mr. MacBride, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and chairman of the political 
party of which Dr. Browne was a 
member, stating that the Mother and 
Child scheme could not become law 
in Ireland. We can see behind the 
scenes by a close study of the cor- 
respondence. Evidently the ministers 
were torn between two forces. They 
knew that the people of Ireland sorely 
needed medical help. They knew that 
the votes of the people had put them 
in power because of their promises 
to lift the standard of living of the 
masses and to relieve them of the ter- 
rible burden of medical care. The peo- 


ple knew that they were exploited by . 


the Catholic hospitals and by some of 
the Catholic doctors. 


There sat the Irish Cabinet. Dr. 
Browne was telling the people of the 
advantages of his scheme and exciting 
interest and support for it in order 
that the members of the Parliament 
would vote the 12 million pounds 
necessary for its support. The Bish- 
ops had cracked the whip and had 
sent their orders to key members of 
the Cabinet. They sat there biting 
their finger nails and not knowing 
what to do. They hesitated to tell Dr. 
Browne that his scheme had been ve- 
toed by the force that really rules 
Ireland. They listened to his reports 
after they knew that they would never 
be carried out. They let him walk 
out of meetings thinking that they 
were with him and that his scheme 
represented the mind of the Govern- 
ment. They let him go before the 
people and make speeches saying that 
the Government was behind the bill. 
They let him print hundreds of thou- 
sands of pamphlets at Government 
expense and circulate them even when 
they knew that they would have to 
lie down and roll over because the 
Bishops had given the signal. They 
knew that if the people learned that 
the Health Bill would not be passed 
there would be political trouble. They 
knew that many members of the Par- 
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liament would have to choose between 
their seats and the church. 


And then there came the sudden 
day of awakening. Dr. Browne 
learned the truth. He was suddenly 
told that the church unalterably op- 
posed the Mother and Child Scheme 
and that he was to stand up and with- 
draw it publicly. He had to make his 
choice between his principles and the 
needs of the Irish people on the one 
hand and the domination of the Ro- 
man church on the other. It would 
be impossible for him to have any 
political future in Ireland in total op- 
position to the Roman church. It 
would be impossible for him to go to 
the people and say in effect, “Every- 
thing I have been telling you in the 
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Mr. MacBride (seated right) with Cardinal 
Dougherty of Philadelphia during a recent 
visit to the United States. 


last two years is false. I now do a 
flip-flop and take the exact opposite 
position to that which I have taken 
all along.” 


We can deduce, from the dates of 
the letters, and their contents, that 
there was a stormy scene in the offices 
of the Cabinet members. I will re- 
construct this three-way meeting be- 
tween the F’rime Minister, MacBride, 
and Dr. Browne himself. The dia- 
logue is mine, but the facts are cer- 
tain as you can ascertain by reading 
all the letters. 

Dr. Browne: But you have told me 
all along that the Government was 
fully behind my plan. 

Prime Minister: But we have been 
forced by the Bishops to come to an- 
other point of view. 


Dr. Browne: You never told me 
anything about this. 


-Mr. MacBride: Well, our hearts 
were really in it with you and we were 
doing some wishful thinking until 
the time that we detorensd tnt the 
entire authority of the church is dead ' 
against it, and for political reasons 
we can’t oppose them. 


Dr. Browne: But I wrote a long let- 
ter explaining my position. You re- 
member that the first letter from the 
Bishops was dated October 10, 1950, 
and that it finally reached me on No- 
vember 9th. I immediately prepared 
a very long statement in which I set 
forth a compromise scheme that 
would have preserved all the rights 
of the church and yet let us get the 
scheme voted and put into effect. 
Didn’t the Bishops accept that com- 
promise ? 

Prime Minister (rather uneasily) : 
When you gave me that statement 
which you addressed to the Bishops 
I decided not to forward it to them. 


Dr. Browne: You mean to say that 
my letter of November was never 
sent to the Bishops? 


Prime Minister: No, it has never 
been sent. 


Dr. Browne: Then the Government 
is not behind my scheme at all. 


Prime Minister: No. The scheme 
must be withdrawn in toto. 


Dr. Browne: But that will make a 
complete fool of me before the whole 
world. 


Mr. MacBride: Well, someone has 
to be made a fool of, and it looks like 
you are the man. 


Dr. Browne: I warn you that I 
will not stand for it. I will never turn 
away from my medical oath and al- 
low the slums of Dublin, and the 
backward villages of the 26 southern 
counties to continue their ceaseless 
flow of caskets of mothers and chil- 
dren whose lives could be saved if we 
would only move to save those lives. 

Mr. MacBride: You will withdraw 
the scheme at once. 

Dr. Browne: I refuse absolutely. 

Mr. MacBride: As head of the 
party of which you are a member, I 
order you to withdraw the scheme, 
and if you do not I will ask for your 
resignation from the party and from 
the Cabinet. 

Dr. Browne: I have principles and 
I intend to live and die by my prin- 
ciples. 

Believe me, that dialogue is so 
close to what must have happened be- 
hind closed doors that a tape record- 
ing would not show it to be much 
different. It probably was a much 
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stormier session than I have ima- 
gined. All three of the men may have 
cursed the Bishops to high Heaven 
and low Hell, but the boiled down 
gist of what took place is there, and 
is absolutely irrefutable. 


On April 11th, Mr. MacBride sent 
a letter to the Prime Minister which 
was made public. It included the fol- 
lowing: “I enclose a copy of a letter 
which I have sent by hand tonight to 
Dr. Browne, Minister of Health, re- 
questing him to tender his resignation 
to you. . . . I take the view that, as 
the leader of one of the parties in the 
Government, it is part of my respon- 
sibility to be in a position to assure 
the Taoiseach (the Prime Minister) 
at all times that the members, of the 
party whom I have the honor to lead 
in the Government are trustworthy of 
the confidence of the Government, the 
Oireachtas (the President), and the 
people, and are capable of discharging 
their duties effectively. 


“As I can no longer ~ you this 
assurance in regard to Dr. Browne, 
for the reasons stated in my letter to 
him, I deemed it to be the proper 
course to request him to transmit his 
resignation to you.” The rest of the 
letter was polite form. 


The letter to Dr. Browne included 
the following: “Following upon our 
declarations and the indications given 
by me, I had hoped that it would not 
have been necessary to write this let- 
ter. 


“Unfortunately, by reason of the 
situation which has arisen and for 
which I fear you are largely respon- 
sible, I have no alternative as leader 
of Clann na Poblachta, but to request 
that you transmit, as soon as possible, 
your resignation as Minister for 
Health, to the Taoiseach. 


“You will, no doubt, realize that, 
in the light of the events that have 
happened, it would not now be pos- 
sible for you to implement success- 
fully the Mother and Child Health 
Services which are urgently required, 
and which both the Government and 
the Clann have undertaken to provide. 


“The prolongation of the present 
situation can only further delay the 
provision of these 
services and is, in 
my view, highly 
detrimental, not 
merely to the 
Clann, but also to 
the national inter- 
est. The creation 
of a situation where 
it is made to ap- 
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pear that a conflict exists between the 
spiritual and temporal authorities is 
always undesirable; in the case of 
Ireland it is highly damaging to the 
cause of national unity and should 
have been avoided. . . .” 


There followed several paragraphs 
in which Mr. MacBride attempted 
to walk the tightrope and make all 
of the blame for the crisis fall 
on Dr. Browne. He knew that 
he could not himself say that he 
was opposed to the health scheme. 
That would be political suicide. He 
therefore spent paragraphs trying to 
show that he was the great champion 
of the health interests of Ireland and 
that the scheme put forth by Browne 
(and which, don’t forget, MacBride 
has sponsored and fought for in the 
elections) was totally alien to the real 
scheme for the good of the people 
which he now attempted to outline as 
the true health scheme which the Gov- 
ernment was most eager to adopt — 
a scheme, be it said, which would put 
all the implementation of the scheme 
squarely in the hands of the Roman 
Catholic hospitals. 


Dr. Browne sent his letter of res- 
ignation. But he did more. He made 
public all the letters of the Bishops 
and the correspondence of the Prime 
Minister with the Bishops. 


First let us look at his letter to Mr. 
MacBride, head of the Clann Party. 
He writes: “I received at a late hour 
last night your letter calling for my 
resignation. Your action did not sur- 
prise me as it was in full conformity 
with the standards of behaviour which 
I have learned to expect from you. 


“As I informed you on last Satur- 
day I proposed to resign on the fol- 
lowing day (Sunday). I explained at 
the Executive meeting on Sunday, 
and by a statement to the Press, that 
I had deferred my action pending an 
outcome of the negotiations which 
had been initiated by the Trades Un- 
ion Congress, with a view to reaching 
a solution which would meet the views 
of the Hierarchy and still enable a 
non-means test Scheme to be intro- 
duced. It was only for this reason 
that I deferred my resignation. 





“Your letter is a model of a two- 
faced hypocrisy and humbug so char- 
acteristic of you. Your references to 
a conflict between the spiritual and 
temporal authorities will occasion a 
smile among the many people who 
remember the earlier version of your 
kaleidoscopic self. 


“On the other side is your en- 
venomed attack on me at the Execu- 
tive meeting last Sunday because, 
amongst other charges of my political 
inexperience, I had allowed myself 
to be photographed with the Pro- 
testant Archbishop of Dublin. This 
puerile bigotry is scarcely calculated 
to assist the cause of national re-uni- 
fication which you profess to have at 
heart. [i.e., the union of Northern 
and Southern Ireland]. 


“Your references to my immaturity 
are surely gratuitous. My experience 
of democratic politics began only a 
few weeks subsequent to your own. I 
did not, however, have so much to 
unlearn. 


“I have had a bitter experience of 
your cruel and authoritarian mind. It 
is my fervent hope that the destiny of 
this country will never be fully placed 
in your hands because it would, in my 
view, mean the destruction of all those 
ideals which are part and parcel of 
Christian democracy. 


“Again, may I comment on your 
reference to ‘that high standard of 
conduct which is required in Govern- 
ment.’ Inside the Cabinet and out- 


side, in conversations with you I have. 


protested against the making of ap- 
pointments on a corrupt basis and 
against other irregularities. 


“May I instance as one example 
the reasons for my resignation from 
the Standing committee. Your de- 
fense, when these matters were raised 
at our Party Executive meeting by a 
former member, was that ‘unsavoury 
matters are inseparable from politics.’ 
This view I cannot accept. 


“I entered politics because I be- 
lieved in the high-minded principles 
which you were expounding -on ‘poli- 
tical platforms. I do you no injustice 
when I state that I have never ob- 
served you hearken to any of these 
Principles when 
practical cases came 
before us. I have 
tried to analyze 
your curious phil- 
osophy not very 
successfully. Ex- 
pediency is your 
sole yardstick, and 
to expediency you 
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are prepared to subordinate all prin- 
ciples sacred and profane.” There 
followed the details of the trans- 
mission of the resignation. 


These letters are important his- 
torical documents. That is why I have 
deemed it necessary to publish them 
in full. Time spoke of the fact that 
the New York Times had a sense of 
its duty to history when it printed, 
word for word, dozens of pages of 
transcript of MacArthur’s testimony 
and Marshall’s testimony before the 
Senate Committee. In a lesser way, 
but perhaps in a more important way, 
I feel that the complete record of this 
case should be somewhere in print in 
the United States where it can be 
available to those who may need it 
when similar controversies rage in the 
United States, as they most certainly 
will in the future when the pressure 
from Rome becomes stronger and 
stronger. Every reader will be able 
to check what I have written with the 
correspondence itself and will see that 
I have not presented a partisan, bi- 
ased, or prejudiced account of the 
crisis, but that, coldly and dispassion- 
ately, I have set forth the facts as they 
have been revealed by the domuments. 


The first letter, under date of the 
10th of October, 1950, was to the 
Prime Minister and signed by James 
Staunton, Bishop of Ferns, Secretary 
to the Hierarchy. It takes the well- 
known Catholic position that the edu- 
cational world has no right to educate 
human beings in matters involving 
the church’s control over the bodies 
and souls of people. It contains flat 
statements that are further expanded 
in the letter. Such statements include 
the following. ““The right to provide 
for the health of children belongs to 
parents, not to the State.” Again, 
“The right to provide for physical 
education of children belongs to the 
family and not to the State.” And 
again, “Education in regard to mo- 
therhood includes instruction in re- 
gard to sex relations, chastity, and 
marriage. The 
State has not com- 
petence to give in- 
structions in such 
matters. We regard 
with the greatest 
apprehension the 
proposal to give to 
local medical offi- 
cers the right to 
tell Catholic girls 
and women how 
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they should behave in regard to this 
sphere of conduct at once so delicate 
and sacred.” The inference would 
seem to be that the instruction should 
be given by the local priests, and we 
say this without any innuendo whatso- 
ever. The Bishop’s letter also op- 
posed the health scheme on the 
grounds that the medical records 
would no longer be a matter between 
the doctor and the patient, but that 
they would be public records. 


It was this letter, received by Dr. 
Browne on November 9th, which he 
answered at great length, pointing out 
the fallacies in the Bishop’s reasoning, 
and giving the highest assurances that 
the spiritual rights of the church 
would be cared for by the scheme. It 
should be remembered that Dr. 
Browne is a Catholic, trying to bring 
his church out of the Middle Ages. 


The second letter published was one 
from John C. McQuaid, Archbishop 
of Dublin, dated March 8, 1951, ac- 
knowledging receipt of a pamphlet 
about the health scheme. Its tone is 
cold and definite. Its idea is: We 
know what we are doing; we have 
the health of Ireland on our heart; 
look at the Catholic Social Service 
Conference which I founded and the 
Maternity Welfare Centres which I 
have instituted. But we do not ap- 
prove of your scheme. And, a direct 
quote, “Now, as Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, I regret that I must reiterate each 
and every objection made by me on 
that occasion [a meeting between Dr. 
Browne and three of the Romanist 
Bishops], and unresolved either then 
or later, by the Minister for Health.” 
That is, unresolved, because the 
Prime Minister had simply sup- 
pressed Dr. Browne’s long statement. 
The Archbishop then stated he was 
sending a copy of his letter to the 
Prime Minister. 


The third letter published was from 
the Minister for Finance, concerning 
fees in the proposed health scheme. 
The fourth letter was from the Prime 





Minister who had received letter num- 
ber two from the Archbishop. The 
Prime Minister had evidently gone 
immediately to Browne personally | 
and put the heat on. The Archbishop 
was to be obeyed, even though it. 
meant the splitting of the coalition, 
the death of a political party, the 
sacrifice of the career of an outstand- 
ing public statesman, the fall of the 
Government, and the death of thou- 
sands of Irish mothers and babies. He 
wrote to Browne, under date of 
March 15, 1951: “As I indicated to 
you yesterday afternoon, I am grave- 
ly concerned at the contents of the 
letter dated 8th March which His 
Grace the Archbishop of Dublin 
wrote to you consequent upon your 
sending His Grace a pamphlet on the 
proposed Mother and Child Health 
Service.” The Prime Minister then 
quotes the paragraph from the Arch- 
bishop’s letter which I have given 
above, and continues: “In reply to the 
letter which His Grace wrote to me 
when forwarding me a copy of his 
letter to you, I stated that His Grace’s 
views would receive respectful and 
earnest consideration.” In ~ other 
words, the Prime Minister of Eire 
had said to the Romanist Archbishop, 
“Yes, Your Grace; I will roll over 

- and play dead dog because you say 
so.” The Prime Minister continues: 
“I understand you have not replied 
to His Grace’s letter. I am afraid 
you do not appear to realize the seri- 
ous implications of the views ex- 
pressed in that letter since you have 
by advertisement and otherwise con- 
tinued to publicize the Scheme to 
which objections have been taken. 
Such action might well seem to be 
defiance of the Hierarchy.” In other 
words, “You dog, don’t you know 
that you are to lie down and roll over 
also ?” 


The Prime Minister then continues 
the discussion and reveals that he had 
not yet replied to the October 10th 
letter, hoping that Browne would be 
able to work something out. Browne, 
of course, had prepared a long state- 
ment, but the Prime Minister knew 
that it would not 
satisfy the Bishops 
and simply failed 
to send it along. 
He also did not an- 
swer the letter. The 
Prime Minister 
continues: “I have 
no doubt that all 
my colleagues and, 
in particular, your- 
self, would not be 
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party to any proposals affecting moral 
questions which would or might come 
into conflict with the definite teaching 
of the Catholic church.” In other 
words, “Don’t you realize that we 
are all dogs, and that we must roll 
over when we are told to?” “Having 
regard to the views expressed in the 
letters received from the Hierarchy 
I feel you should take steps at once 
to consult their Lordships so as to 
remove any grounds for objection on 
their part to the Mother and Child 
Health Service and to find a mutually 
satisfactory solution of the difficulties 
which have arisen.” The Prime Min- 
ister then says that Browne should 
realize that there are no financial 
difficulties to a Scheme that is accept- 
able, that they are indeed “insignifi- 
cant” if the “larger issues” can be 
worked out. He closes by saying that 
the Government “is strongly in favor 
of a Mother and Child Service and 
is anxious that it should be made 
operative as soon as possible, and 
trust that your further negotiations 
will enable this desirable object to be 
achieved.” In other words, “We are 
in the middle, Dr. Browne. We have 
got to get results. We have promised 
the moon to the people and the Church 
won't let us give it to them. We want 
to bring the people up and the Church 
wants to keep them in submission. If 
you don’t find a way to do both, you 
are out on a limb and we will have to 
saw the limb off, and you will drop 
with it.” 


The 19th of March Dr. Browne re- 
plied to the Prime Minister in some 
surprise that the latter thinks the 
Health Scheme is in opposition to 
Catholic ideas. He is still under the 
impression that his long statement of 
November had gone to the Bishops 
and that, since it was unanswered, 
it was acceptable to them. 


The awakening was now rude. Evi- 
dently within the next two days Dr. 
Browne is made to realize the facts 
of life. His scheme had been killed 
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“by the Bishops and it had been killed 


for months, but he is just waking up 
to the fact. He is in the position of 
standing in front of the nation calling 
for something that the Bishops have 
knifed, and which has no chance 
whatsoever of passing over their op- 
position. They have cracked the whip 
and the Prime Minister and the others 
have jumped. Browne was looking 
the other way and did not know the 
whip had been cracked, so he finds 
himself out of line. His glands are 
going to have to pump a big and quick 
dose of adrenelin, for he is to make 
a series of snap decisions, and he can 
only make them once. It is my opin- 
ion that he made most of them right 
and that he will emerge stronger for 
it. His Cabinet career is possibly 
ended forever, but as a man he has 
gained great stature. 


On the 21st, Browne received the 
Prime Minister’s answer to his letter 
of the 19th. The Prime Minister says 
the questions have been answered al- 
ready in the letter of the 15th. “In 
that letter I recalled to you the letter 
of the 10th October, 1950, which His 
Lordship the Bishop of Ferns as 
Secretary to the Hierarchy, and on 
behalf of the Hierarchy, addressed 
to me. That letter . . . stated that ‘In 
their opinion the powers taken by the 
State in the proposed Mother and 
Child Health service are in direct op- 
position to the rights of the family 
and of the individual and are liable 
to very great abuse’.” After a lengthy 
discussion of various steps that had 
followed, the Prime Minister says, 
“My concern is not with any impres- 
sions I may or may not have—but is 
with that letter which officially re- 
cords in formal terms the views of the 
Hierarchy, and with the letter of the 
8th March, 1951, which His Grace 
the Archbishop of Dublin addressed 
to you when you sent him a pamphlet 
on the proposed. Mother and Child 
Health Service and in which he re- 
iterated the objections to the scheme 
which he stated to you were still un- 
resolved.” 


Maybe you will need to read that 
paragraph again. It is the most ab- 
ject, servile document of modern 
times written by the head of a pro- 
fessedly free and independent State 
which says, in unashamed terms “MY 
CONCERN IS NOT WITH ANY 
IMPRESSIONS I MAY OR MAY 
NOT HAVE...BUTITIS WITH 
THAT LETTER ... AND THE 
LETTER. .. .” In other words, 
“Man alive, I am not a free being. I 
am the creature of the Bishops, and 





when they speak I am an automaton. 
Can’t’ you get it through your thick 


’ skull that this is the Roman Catholic 


Church. which has cracked down ?” 


Poor Browne has at last under- 
stood. That very day he answers the 
Prime Minister, completely surren- 
dering his Mother and Child scheme, 
knowing that he will have to make 
public the withdrawal of all that he 
has stood for. We can see into his 
soul, and there is revealed that split 
personality which must exist in any 
Roman Catholic in the world who 
suddenly comes to the realization that 
he must hand over a portion of his 
mind to someone else, and that all his 
thinking in certain spheres is to be 
done for him by someone else. It is 
a harrowing experience, no doubt. 
The Catholic Dr. Browne jis going to 
get down and roll over with the rest 
of the dogs ; the highly trained physi- 
cian Dr. Browne is going to resign 
his portfolio as a Cabinet Minister, 
since his efforts to cut down the death 
rate in Ireland would be frustrated, 
and he knew that thousands of mo- 
thers and children would continue to 
die because of the inflexible attitude 
of the Bishops. 


The seventh letter of the series is 
the sad capitulation of the Catholic 
Dr. Browne. To the Prime Minister, 
dated the same day as Costello’s let- 
ter to him, Dr. Browne writes: “I 
should have thought it unnecessary 
to point out, that from the beginning 
it has been my concern to see that the 
Mother and Child scheme contained 
nothing contrary to Catholic moral 
teaching. I hope I need not assure 
you, that as a Catholic I will unhesi- 
tatingly and immediately accept any 
pronouncement from the Hierarchy 
as to what is Catholic moral teaching 
in reference to the matter.” 


It was this paragraph, by the way, 
that the Roman Catholic Press put in 
bold face type on their front pages, 
as though the most important item of 
news was that Dr. Browne was with- 
drawing his scheme because he rea- 
lized suddenly that he had made such 
a great mistake, and that it was really 
his fault after all. There must have 
been some tall scurrying around the 
offices of the Archbishop when the 
news came that all of the letters had 
been given to the Press and the fat 
was in the fire. It was now n 
to save the faces of the Bishops, and 
it had to be done by every means pos- 
sible, for the North of Ireland had 
been crying for years that they want- 
ed no part of unification with the 
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South because the ee were the 
real rulers of Eire. If only Dr. 
Browne had resigned without giving 
out the letters, everything would have 
been all right. 


Mass meetings were called in Bel- 
fast and in Dublin. Dr. Browne re- 
signed from his party, but his con- 
stituents received him with-open arms 
and cheered his announcement that 
he would stay in the Dail. Other 
Deputies resigned from the party. In 
Ulster it was stated that any Y thought 
of unification of the North and the 
South had been put off for a gen- 
eration. 


Every method of saving the face of 
the Bishops was used. The catch of 
red herrings off the coast of Ireland 
must have been the greatest in Irish 
history, and the smoke screens must 
have visibly reduced the supply of 
peat in Ireland. 


The matter broke out in the Dail, 
though the Cabinet members did not 
attend the meeting, except for one 
lone member. A box onthe front 
page of the Northern Whig (Bel- 
fast), under the heading of “The Lost 
Leaders,” reported the fact that the 
Cabinet, except for one member full 
time and one for two hours, was 
absent from the debate. The box 
concluded, “The public gallery was 
crowded, but the attitude of the Dep- 
uties appeared to be that everyone 
would have been better pleased had 
the subject not been re-opened.” 


One Deputy had the courage to 
stand up and speak. Captain Cowan, 
an Independent from a Dublin con- 
stituency, said in the Dail, “The most 
disquieting feature of this sorry busi- 
ness is the revelation that the real 
Government of Eire may not, in fact, 
be exercised by the elected representa- 
tives of the people, as we believed it 
was, but by the Roman Catholic Bish- 
ops meeting secretly and enforcing 
their rule by means of private inter- 
views with Ministers and by docu- 
ments of a secret and confidential 
nature sent by them to Ministers and 
to the head of the alleged Government 
of the State. As a Catholic I object 
to this usurpation of authority by the 
Bishops. As a Catholic I protest 
against this secretive, occult, and ob- 
jectionable practice. As a Dail Dep- 
uty I am entitled to know all the 
factors that enter into the considera- 
tion of legislation, the enactment of 
which is part of*my duty. The people 
I represent, the majority of them 
Catholics, are entitled to be similarly 
informed. It is morally wrong for the 
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Bishops to keep them and me in the 
dark and to exercise powers in civil 
affairs behind their and my backs in 
regard to matters which they as citi- 
zens and I as their representative 
have express authority under the con- 
stitution of this country to deal with. 
That control was exercised by the 
Bishops over the Government, and 
that control was accepted and toler- 
ated by the Government without the 
knowledge of Dail Eireann, and the 
public has been shocked by the rev- 
elation.” 


Captain Cowan continued that the 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy were en- 
titled to express their views on all 
matters of public welfare as were the 
clergy of all denominations. Such 
views did and must command respect 
“but they ought and must be express- 
ed in public so that they might be 
known by every citizen. As a Parlia- 
ment we would be failing in our duty 
if we did not insist on that. If we 
do not, our democracy is a fraud, 
the constitution a sham, and general 
elections humbug, pretense, and a 
swindle.” 


Captain Cowan said that although 
he might be the only Deputy to speak 
openly, his sentiments were shared by 
the majority of intelligent deputies 
and citizens of every religious de- 
nomination. 


The proof that Captain Cowan was 
correct when he stated that he spoke 
for the majority of the Deputies was 
soon put to the test. A vote was taken 
and the Government fell. The Parlia- 
ment was dissolved early in May and 





the 30th of May was set for the 
General Elections. 


And now, more briefly, there is a 
second story,—the story of the Roman 
Catholic domination of the infor- 
mation services of the world. I am 
writing this in the middle of May, 
and, to date, there. has been not one 
line of the reasons behind this crisis 
story published outside of Ireland, so 
far as I can determine. The British 
newspapers have stated that there was 
a Cabinet crisis over the Mother and 
Child scheme, but they have not said 
a word about the reasons. As to the 
information services in the United 
States ... 


Will you now join me in the use 
of a little imagination? The resigna- 
tion of Dr. Browne was made known 
to the Irish press on April 11th. There 
is a five-hour time difference between 
Ireland and New York. The news 
broke too late to make the evening 
papers in Ireland so that it was not 
mentioned there until the morning of 
the 12th. The news was released ap- 
proximately three o’clock in the after- 
noon, New York time, eight o’clock 
in the evening, Dublin time. How did 
the forces of suppression become 
alerted so rapidly in the United 
States? 


The first part of this story I have 
written from the information based 
on the files of the Irish newspapers. 
What now follows was drawn out of 
a variety of sources by long distance 
telephone. I looked down the list of 
the Senior Editors of Time till I 
came to a name that I judged to be 
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Jewish, that is to say, neither Catholic 
nor Protestant, therefore, likely to be 
unbiased. I reached him on the phone 
and asked why the Irish story had 
not broken. He replied that the story 
had been completely written for the 
previous two weeks, but that Time 
had not carried it because of the space 
pressure of other news. It was to be 
considered as a running story, and 
since General Elections were now 
scheduled for May 30th, the whole 
matter would probably be handled 
then. I know that Time occasionally 
prints some news that might be called 
Protestant. I do not refer to colorless 
news stories about Episcopal Bishops 
and National Council happenings. I 
mean the hot religious news that 
causes great controversy. But, for 
the most part, Time, Newsweek, Life, 
Colliers, the Post, and similar papers 
do not get the real news of Roman 
Catholic persecutions into their col- 
umns at all. I cannot forget, also, 
that the Managing Editor of Time, 
Roy Alexander, is the brother of 
Calvert Alexander, the Editor of the 
Jesuit Mission Press, one of the dom- 
inating news agencies of the Roman 
church in America. 


Next, a call to the New York 
Herald Tribune revealed that the For- 
eign Editor was named Kelly, which 
is Irish enough, but that he was not 
in at the time of the call. The morgue 
keeper, however, reported that there 
had not been a line of news on Ireland 
or its politics in the previous thirty 
days of the Tribune’s publication. 
Someone had evidently done some- 
thing between the late afternoon or 
early evening of April 11th and the 
time the newspapers went to press. 
Had not the news come through to 
the United States? Or had it been 
suppressed after it reached this coun- 
try? Or was there a combination of 
suppression on both sides of the At- 
lantic? And who would be interested 
in such suppression? 
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I can prove that the news was in 
the United States in the hands of the 
editors on the evening of April 11th. 
The keeper of the morgue at the New 
York Times had a little more to offer 
than the Herald Tribune. He told us 
that the resignation of Browne had 
been reported in the Times of April 
12th. I keep a file of the Times for 
sixty days in my study and I had 
already combed it for information 
and had found nothing. I rushed to 
it and combed it again. Not a line. 
Not a word. I later discovered that 
half a dozen lines had appeared in 
the early edition of the Times, on the 
streets shortly before midnight, but 
that it had been removed before the 
morning edition which is delivered to 
subscribers and which has the main 
newsstand sale. 


What happened in those few hours? 
No ship or airplane could have crossed 
the Atlantic in that time. How were 
the forces of suppression alerted in 
this country? There are only two 
possible ways, the cables or the trans- 
Atlantic telephone. The news report 
had come through, the tiny paragraph 
in the first edition of the Times proves 
that. How much had there been? I 
was able to find out how much had 
come through on the wires of the 
Associated Press, the United Press, 
and the International News Service. 
All of them received in New York 
the story of the resignation. All of 
them knew that Dr. Browne had re- 
signed because of a conflict with the 
Roman Catholic Bishops over provi- 
sions in a medical health bill. As far 
as I can ascertain, the Press services 
were aware that Browne had released 
letters from an Archbishop, and the 
Bishops, and from the Prime Minister 
that showed strong dispute between 
the Church Hierarchy and the mem- 
bers of the Irish Government. But 
most of the information which came 
in at the American reception centers 
was not sent out on the teletapes which 





carry the news to most of the news- 
papers in the land. 


You must answer in your own way 
the questions raised as to how the 
forces of suppression were alerted. 
We know that something happened in 
those brief hours that had very wide- 
spread results. If we try to recon- 
struct what happened, we can imagine 
something like the following. If you 
think it fanciful, then you must find 
a reconstruction that is more factual. 
I truly believe there is little fancy in 
the reconstruction. I tap the trans- 
Atlantic telephone that evening and 
discover that the Archbishop of Dub- 
lin has Cardinal Spellman on the tele- 
phone. “Is that you, my dear Spell- 
man ? I have very serious news. There 
is a crisis in the Government that will 
probably cause the Cabinet to fall and 
General Elections to be held. The 
worst of it is that it has been brought 
about by a Cabinet member who has 
outrageously violated our confidences 
and has given to the press a whole 
series of our letters to the Prime 
Minister, and letters between the Min- 
isters themselves. They are very 
damning if used by the wrong par- 
ties, and every effort should be made 
to suppress the story. I have already 
put on the screws at this end and will 
hope to have the most diluted account 
possible get on the wire services, so 
that not too much will get out of 
Ireland, but if you can put on the 
screws over there in America, it will 
be all for the best.” And then I hear 
Cardinal Spellman reply, “I think we 
can handle it, my dear Archbishop. 
In the first place it will not be too 
difficult because President Truman 
has just fired MacArthur and the 
papers are filled with that. There is 
nothing else on the radio, and the 
mind of the public is so much on this 
MacArthur affair that nobody will 
read much beyond the headlines. We 
will try to keep everything to a few 
lines on an inside page, and I think 
the radio time is so filled up with 
these other affairs that we can hold 
it down to a line or two. We have 
communications pretty well in our 
control now. Good night, my dear 
Archbishop ; sleep well.” 


And then there was a call from 
Spellman to a downtown office in New 
York. There, occupying more than 
an entire floor is the Catholic Press 
and Information Service. They are 


fully equipped for all emergencies. 
It is more than possible that they have 
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a private code which indicates that 
there is a top-priority censorship job 
to be done, and that they have only 
to pass on that word and everything 
is taken care of. Certainly not a line 
appeared in the Herald Tribune, and 
the paragraph was removed from the 
Times after the first edition. It was 
fast work, and it must have been well 
organized far in advance. 


The morgue keeper at the Times 
also spoke of an item on the fall of 
the coalition in the Times of April 
29th. Here, indeed, on page fifteen, 
was a ten-inch report of the crisis. 
In summarized form the report states 
that informed circles look for the fall 
of the coalition; that the crisis arose 
over the plan of former Health 
Minister Browne; that “the plan met 
with the disapproval of Irish Roman 
Catholic bishops as being of a totali- 
tarian character, and not in accord 
with Roman Catholic social teaching.” 
Furthermore, the affair was a serious 
reverse for MacBride and the Irish 
Republican Party. MacBride had de- 
cided to put the matter to the test on a 
vote on the budget. [ Note the clever- 
ness of the political dealing. The Prime 
Minister and the Bishops knew that 
the seething unrest in the parliament 
would bring down the Government. 
They did not want a vote on the 
Browne question, so Costello an- 
nounced that he would call for a 
question of confidence on a budget 
matter. Thus when the crash came 
the news report would have nothing 
to say about the real reasons.] The 
April 29th story in the Times stated 
that the Prime Minister’s handling 
of the Browne affair had accelerated 
the increasing lack of confidence in 
the Government. At the bottom of 
the report, if one has read that far, 
there is one short paragraph of ten 
lines which is revealing only if the 
whole story is known. A person who 
had not read what I have written 
above would get only a vague idea of 
the situation. “Extentually, too, the 
Browne affair has had a damaging 
effect on the whole Southern move- 
ment to end partition. Speakers 
across the border in Northern Ire- 
land have asserted that the Roman 
Catholic bishops were the real rulers 
of Ireland, and that Northern Prot- 
estants, if partition were ended, could 
not be assured of a living under a 
regime acceptable to them.” 


Note how cleverly the whole truth 
of the matter is distorted by putting 
it as an accusation made by Protest- 
ants in the North of Ireland instead 


Jury 1951 


of by a clear revelation made by 
Catholics, supported by documents, 
in the very Parliament of Ireland. 


True enough, the fall of the Gov- 
ernment came over a matter of taxes, 
and was duly reported as such in the 
Times of May 3rd. A brief an- 
nouncement also appeared in the 
Times of May 5th announcing the 
elections for the 30th. 


The men in charge of Catholic 
press affairs in the United States 
must have felt themselves entitled to 
a good dinner on the basis of a job 
well done. They had demonstrated 
their control of the information serv- 
ices of the greatest nation on earth, 
and had clamped the lid down on a 
story that has ramifications in this 
country. 


Do we not have every right to 
suppose that there are secret files in 
this country containing letters from 
Spellman and the Roman Bishops in 
this country, to Senators, Congress- 
men, Cabinet Members, Supreme 
Court Justices, Governors, and other 
men in places of authority? And may 
we not suppose that these letters are 
not in language such as, “Would you 
please consider doing such and so 
.. .” but that they say, “The Hier- 
archy has adopted the following 
policy. Will you please see that this 
is carried out to the fullest extent of 
your powers?” 


Finally, let us go back to Ireland 
for the last word. Dr. Browne had 
been given copies of the letters writ- 
ten to the Hierarchy by the Prime 
Minister. These were included in the 
correspondence given to the Press. 
After Browne had given in and the 
Health Scheme was dead, the Prime 
Minister wrote most abjectly to the 
Hierarchy to tell them that their 
wishes were done. Out of a long 
letter from the Prime Minister to the 
Secretary of the Hierarchy, Bishop 
Staunton, comes the following: “May 
I be allowed to state that since the 
receipt by me from His Grace of 
Dublin of Their Lordships’ letter, my 
coll and I have given anxious 
consideration to the objections made 
by the Hierarchy to the Scheme advo- 
cated by the Minister for Health. His 
Grace of Dublin has on many occa- 
sions seen me in the interval [NOTE 
THAT], and kindly agreed to inform 
the Standing Committee that the Gov- 
ernment would readily and immedi- 
ately acquiesce in a decision of the 
Hierarchy concerning Faith and 
Morals.” All the dogs were now on 
their backs. 


Letter One 
BISHOPS SUBMIT THEIR VIEWS 


10th October, 1950. 
Dear Taoiseach: 

The Archbishops and Bishops ‘of Ireland, ' 
at their meeting on October 10th, had under 
consideration the proposal for Mother. and 
Child health service and other kindred medi- 
cal services. They recognise that these pro- 
posals are motivated by a sincere desire to 
improve public health but they feel bound 
by their office to consider whether the pro- 
posals are in accordance with Catholic moral 
teaching. 

In their opinion, the powers taken by 
the State in the proposed Mother and Child 
health service are in direct opposition to 
the rights of the family and of the individ- 
ual and are liable to very great abuse. 
Their character is such that no assurance 
that they would be used in moderation could 
justify their enactment. If adopted in law 
they would constitute a ready-made instru- 
ment for future totalitarian aggression. 

The right to provide for the health of 
children belongs to parents, not to the State. 
The State has the right to intervene only 
in a subsidiary capacity, to supplement not 
to supplant. 
~ It may help indigent or neglectful par- 
ents; it may not deprive 90 per cent of 
parents of their rights because of 10 per 
cent necessitous or negligent parents. 

It is not sound social policy to impose 
State medical service on the whole com- 
munity on the pretext of relieving the nec- 
essitous 10 per-cent from the so-called in- 
dignity of the means test. 

The right to provide for the physical 
education of children belongs to the family 
and not to the State. Experience has shown 
that physical or health education is closely 
interwoven with important moral questions 
on which the Catholic Church has definite 
teaching. 

Education in regard to motherhood in- 
cludes instruction in regard to sex relations, 
chastity and marriage. The State has not 
competence to give instruction in such mat- 
ters. We regard with the greatest appre- 
hension the proposal to give to local medical 
officers the right to tell Catholic girls and 
women how they should behave in regard 
to this sphere of conduct, at once so delicate 
and sacred. 
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Gynzcological care may be, and in some 
other countries is, interpreted to include 
provision for birth limitation and abortion. 
We have no guarantee that State officials 
will respect Catholic principles in regard 
to these matters. Doctors trained in insti- 
tutions in which we have no confidence 
may be appointed as medical officers under 
the proposed services, and may give gynz- 
cological care not in accordance with Cath- 
olic principles. 

The proposed service also destroys the 
confidential relation between doctor and 
patient and regards all cases of illnesses as 
matter for public records and research with- 
out regard to the individual's right to pri- 
vacy. 

The elimination of private medical prac- 
titioners by a state-paid service has not been 
shown to be necessary or even advantage- 
ous to the patient, the public in oe or 
the medical profession. 


The Bishops are most favourable to meas- 
ures which would benefit public health, but 
they consider that instead of imposing a 
costly bureaucratic scheme of nationalized 
medical service the State might well con- 
sider the advisability of providing the ma- 
ternity hospitals and other institutional fa- 
cilities, which are at present lacking, and 
should give adequate maternity benefits and 
taxation relief for large families. 


The Bishops desire that your Govern- 
ment should give careful consideration to 
the dangers inherent in the present pro- 
posals before they are adopted by the Gov- 
ernment for legislative enactment, and, 
therefore, they feel it their duty to submit 
their views on this subject to you privately 
and at the earliest opportunity, since they 
regard the issues involved as of the greatest 
moral and religious importance. 


I remain, dear Taoiseach, 
Yours very sincerely, 
(Sgd.) SAJAMES STAUNTON, 
Bishop of Ferns, 
Secretary to the Hierarchy. 
John A. Costello, T.D., Taoiseach. 


DR. BROWNE NOTES 

The letter of October 10th, 1950, from 
the Hierarchy was handed by the Taoiseach 
to the Minister about November 9th. The 
Minister at once prepared a detailed reply, 
and within a few days sent it to the Taois- 
each for transmission to the Hierarchy. 
Some days after the receipt of the letter 
of March 8th, 1951, from His grace the 
Archbishop of Dublin, the Minister learned 
for the first time that the Taoiseach had not 
transmitted this reply to the Hierarchy. The 
Minister's reply was in terms similar to his 
memorandum which was sent to the Hier’ 
archy on March 27th, 1951. 


Letter Two 
ARCHBISHOP’S OBJECTION 
Archbishop's House, 
Dublin, N.E. 3, 
8th March, 1951. 
Dear Minister: 

I beg to thank you for your letter of the 
6th inst. received by me today, enclosing 
a pamphlet which purports to explain the 
proposed Mother and Child Health Service. 
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I welcome any legitimate improvement of 
medical services for those whose basic family 
wage or income does not readily assure the 
necessary facilities. 

And, if proof be needed of my attitude, 
I may be permitted to point to many actions 
of my Episcopate, in particular to the work 
of the Catholic Social Service Conference 
founded by me, more especially its Mater- 
nity Welfare Centres. 

I regret, however, that, as I stated on 
the occasion when on behalf of the Hier- 
archy, I asked you to meet me with Their 
Lordships of Ferns and Galway, I may not 
approve of the Mother and Child Health 
Service, as it is proposed by you to im- 
plement the scheme. 

Now, as Archbishop of Dublin, I regret 
that I must reiterate each and every objec- 
tion made by me on that occasion, and un- 
resolved, either then or later, by the Minis- 
ter for Health. 

Inasmuch as I was authorised to deal with 
the Taoiseach, on behalf of Hierarchy, I 
have felt it my duty to send to the Taois- 
each today for his information, a copy of 
this letter. 

I shall report to the Hierarchy, at its 
General Meeting, the receipt today of your 
letter, with enclosed pamphlet. 

I am, yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) JOHN C. McQUAID, 
Archbishop of Dublin, 
Primate of Ireland. 
Noel C. Browne, Esq., T.D., M.B., 
The Minister for Health, 
The Custom House, 
Dublin. 


GLOSSARY 


Dail — The Irish Parliament. 


Clann na Poblachta — Irish Re- 
publican Party of which Sean 


Macbride is the head. 
Taoiseach — The Prime Minis- 
ter. 


Oireachtas — The President of 
the Free State. 





Letter Three 
MINISTER FOR FINANCE ON FEES 
14 Marta, 1951. 


Dear Minister: 


I have been considering the official min- 
ute referred to in your letter of the 6th 
March regarding capitation fees for General 
Practitioners under the Mother and Child 
Health Service. The scheme, as previously 
submitted, proposed that the domiciliary 
care of children would be afforded by Dis- 
trict Medical Officers only. The proposal 
now submitted to allow Private General 
Practitioners to participate in the scheme 
for domiciliary care of children is an en- 
tirely new feature. 


The latest scheme also proposes to pro- 
vide immediately for domiciliary care of 
children in areas outside the four County 
Boroughs. This is also a new feature as 
you will see by referring to paragraph 4 of 
your Department's official minute (H/1949 
Iigheathach) of the 3rd August, 1949. That 
paragraph said that the introduction of 
domiciliary care for children in rural areas 
was being deferred. until the existing dis- 
Pensary districts throughout the country 
would have been redistributed —a_ process 
that would take some time. The immediate 
introduction of this Service in rural areas 
will make the scheme much more costly in 
the earlier years than was previously esti- 
mated. 


I consider it necessary that the author- 
ity of the Government should be got for 
the revised scheme now submitted, in view 
of the two completely new features in it. 
The question of the appropriate capitation 
fees to be paid can be deferred until the 
revised scheme has been approved, though 
I should say that, from such examination 
as I have been able to make, the capitation 
fees proposed for private general practi- 
tioners are unduly high by comparison with 
those proposed for district medical officers. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) P. McGILLIGAN. 


Noel C. Browne, Esq., T.D., 
Minister for Health. 


Letter Four 
GRAVE CONCERN OF TAOISEACH 
Roinn an Taoisigh, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
15 Marta, 1951 
Dear Dr. Browne: 
As I indicated to you yesterday after 
noon, I am gravely concerned at the con- 
tents of the letter dated 8th 


























In that letter His Grace said: 


“I regret, however, that, as I stated 
on the occasion when, on behalf of the 
Hierarchy, I asked you to meet me with 
Their Lordships of Ferns and Galway, I 
may not approve of the Mother and 
Child Health Service, as it is proposed 
by you to implement the scheme. 


“Now, as Archbishop of Dublin, I re- 
gret that I must reiterate each and every 
objection made by me on that occasion 
and unresolved, either then or later, by 
the Minister for Health.” 


In reply to the letter which His Grace 
wrote to me when forwarding me a copy 
of his letter to you, I stated that His Grace’s 
views would receive respectful and earnest 
consideration. 


I understand that you have not replied 
to His Grace's letter. I am afraid you do 
not appear to realise the serious implica- 
tions of the views expressed in that letter 
since you have, by advertisement and other- 
wise continued to publicize the scheme to 
which objections have been taken. Such 
action might well seem to be defiance of 
the Hierarchy. 


I should also like to recall to you the 
letter dated 10th October, 1950, which His 
Lordship the Bishop of Ferns addressed to 
me on behalf of the Hierarchy, setting forth 
in detail objections to the Mother and Child 
Health Service as proposed by you. As you 
have been aware, I have so far refrained 
from replying to that letter. I have post- 
poned sending a formal reply in the hope 
that you would have been able to achieve 
a satisfactory adjustment of the matters in 
controversy. Your letter forwarding a copy 
of your scheme to the Archbishop of Du- 
blin and His Grace's reply thereto intimat- 
ing his intention of reporting on the mat- 
ter to the Hierarchy have, however, now 
made it difficult for me further to postpone 
replying to the letter from the Bishop of 
Ferns. 


I have no doubt that all my colleagues 
and, in particular yourself, would not be 
party to any proposals affecting moral ques- 
tions which would or might come into con- 
flict with the definite teaching of the Cath- 
olic Church. Having regard to the views 
expressed in the letters received from the 
Hierarchy I feel that you should take steps 
at once to consult their Lordships so as to 
remove any grounds for objection on their 
part to the Mother and Child Health Serv- 
ice and to find a mutually satisfactory solu- 
tion of the difficulties which have arisen. 


archy have been re- 
solved. Indeed, I may 
say that to my mind 
the financial questions 
which may remain 
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outstanding are altogether insignificant and 
susceptible of speedy solution once the larger 
issues raised in the correspondence from 
members of the Hierarchy are settled. 


I need hardly add that the Government 
are strongly in favour of a Mother and 
Child Service and are anxious that it should 
be made operative as soon as possible, and 
trust that your further negotiations will 
enable this desirable object to be achieved. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) JOHN A. COSTELLO. 


DR. NOEL BROWNE, T.D., 
Minister for Health. 


Letter Five 
DR. BROWNE: ‘1 GAVE GUARANTEE’ 


Ojifig an Aire Slainte, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
19 Marta, 1951. 
Dear Taoiseach: 


Am I correct in thinking from the terms 
of your letter of March 15th that you are 
under the impression that the Hierarchy are 
opposed to the Mother and Child Health 
Protection Scheme? May I point out that 
this impression, if held by you, is certainly 
not borne out by the following facts. 


In the first place you will recall that fol- 
lowing my interview with His Grace the 
Archbishop of Dublin, and Their Lordships 
of Galway and Ferns, at the Archbishop's 
House, on the 11th October last, I gave 
you to understand I was quite satisfied in 
my mind that the misapprehensions which 
were referred to by His Grace and their 
Lordships at that meeting were satisfactorily 
disposed of by myself with the exception 
of the one outstanding point concerning 
health education, on which point I gave 
unequivocal guarantees to His Grace and 
Their Lordships that everything possible 
which could be done to allay their fears in 
this regard I would most willingly carry out, 
if necessary, in forthcoming amending legis- 
lation to the 1947 Health Act. 


To reinforce my impression that that in- 
terview with His Grace and Their Lordships 
had concluded on a very satisfactory note 
for all concerned, you will recall that you 
personally assured me, following a meet- 
ing which you had with His Grace on the 
12th October last, that you were in a posi- 
tion to corroborate His Grace's and Their 
Lordships’ satisfaction with the explanations 







which I gave in relation to their misappre- 
hensions concerning the scheme. In par- 
ticular, you gave me to understand that His 
Grace and Their Lordships were completely 
satisfied on the score of my guarantee con- 
cerning the educational problem. . rye 
I would like to add, in addition, that 
since sending this Brochure concerning the 
Mother and Child Scheme to all the mem- 
bers of the Hierarchy, I have received 
acknowledgments from a number of the 
Bishops including, incidentally, His Lordship 
of Galway, who was present at the meeting 
of 11th October last. In none of these 
acknowledgements is there any suggestion of 
an objection to the scheme except in the 
letter from His Grace the Archbishop of 
Dublin. Since the receipt of your letter 
I have been in communication with a mem- 
ber of the Hierarchy who further assures 
me that, so far as he is aware, the Hier- 
archy, as such, have expressed no objec- 
tion to the Mother and Child Scheme what- 
soever on the grounds of Faith and Morals. 
I would be interested to know whether 
your withholding of approval to the Mother 
and Child Scheme is due either to the sup- 
posed opposition of the Hierarchy to the 
scheme or to the possible opposition of any 
individual member of the Hierarchy. I would 
be glad if you would treat this matter as 
extremely urgent, in view of the fact that 
I must complete, as you yourself have sug- 
gested, my further investigations of these 
misapprehensions with the minimum of 
delay. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) NOEL C. BROWNE. 


An Taoiseach, 
Tithe an Rialtais, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 


Letter Six 


TAOISEACH'S REASON FOR NOT 
APPROVING 
Roinn an Taoisigh, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
21st March, 1951. 
Dear Dr. Browne: 


I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th 
instant. The answers to the queries which 
you put to. me are substantially contained 
in my letter to you of the 15th instant. 

In that letter I recalled to you the letter 
of the 10th October, 1950, which His Lord- 
ship the Bishop of Ferns, as Secretary to 
the Hierarchy, and on behalf of the Hier- 
archy, addressed to me. That letter, hav- 
ing stated that “The 
Archbishops and 
Bishops of Ireland at 
their meeting on Oc- 
tober 10th had under 
consideration the pro- 
posals for Mother 
and Child Health 
Services and other 
kindred medical serv- 
ices” and that “they 
feel bound by their 
ofice to consider 
whether the proposals 
are in accordance 
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with Catholic moral teaching,” went on to 
say “In their opinion the powers taken by 
the State in the proposed Mother and Child 
Health Service are in direct opposition to 
the rights of the family and of the individ- 
ual and are liable to very great abuse.” 


That letter proceeded to give in some de- 
tail the Bishops’ views and objections con- 
cerning such substantial moral questions as 
—the right of the State to supplement, not 
to supplant; the right of parents in regard 
to their children’s health; improved facili- 
ties rather than a scheme of nationalised 
medical service; and the preservation of 
correct confidential relations between doctor 
and patient. 


The letter concluded with an expression 
of the Bishops’ desire that the Government 
should give careful consideration to the dan- 
gers inherent in the proposals. That letter 
was delivered to me as Head of the Gov- 
ernment by the Archbishop of Dublin on 
behalf of the Hierarchy, only some time 
after your interview with the Archbishop 
of Dublin and the Bishops of Galway and 
Ferns. If. in the letter delivered to the 
Government the Hierarchy continued to 
speak of the dangers inherent in the pro- 
posals, one cannot easily understand your 
opinion that you had completely satisfied 
the Archbishop of Dublin and the Bishops 
of Galway and Ferns concerning the removal 
of these dangers. 


On the contrary, the Government has 
received no assurance whatever from the 
Hierarchy as to its confidence in the scheme. 
The letter delivered to the Government 
emanated from the whole Hierarchy and 
must be regarded as still expressing the 
Hierarchy's views until a contrary expres- 
sion has been received from the Hierarchy. 


My concern is not with any impressions 
I may or may not have — but is with that 
letter which officially records in formal terms 
the views of the Hierarchy and with the let- 
ter of the 8th March, 1951, which His Grace 
the Archbishop of Dublin addressed to you 
when you sent him a Pamphlet on the pro- 
posed Mother and Child Health Service and 
in which he reiterated the objections to the 
scheme which he stated to you were still 
unresolved. 


As I have already indicated, I am at a 
loss to understand how you could feel satis- 
fied that you had at your interview on the 
11th October last with His Grace the Arch- 
bishop and their Lordships of Galway and 
Ferns satisfactorily disposed of their objec- 
tions. I certainly never stated to you, as 
you suggest, that I was in a position to 
corroborate His Grace's and their Lordships’ 
satisfaction with the explanation which you 
gave in connection with their objections to 
the scheme. In view of what I had been 
told by His Grace at my interview with 
him, I certainly could have given you no 
such assurance. 


Out of consideration for you and in an 
earnest desire to help you in the difficulties 
which the Hierarchy see in your scheme, I 
offered my personal help to you as inter- 
mediary with the Hierarchy to try to smooth 
those difficulties and resolve their objections 
which, I felt, could be done by appropriate 
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amendments of the scheme and amending 
legislation if necessary.. To illustrate how 
it might be possible to meet some of the 
objections, I suggested that you might intro- 
duce into the Health Bill, 1950, then before 
the Dail, an amendment of Section 21 of 
the Health Act, 1947, by deleting from the 
section the words “and for their education 
in respect thereof.” 


That you are seriously in error in think- 
ing that you had satisfied His Grace and 
Their Lordships at your interview is amply 
borne out by the letter of the 8th March 
last to you from His Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin when he specifically stated, in the 
passages quoted in my recent letter to you, 
that on the occasion of your interview he 
stated that he could not approve of the 
scheme. In that letter His Grace, as Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, re-iterated each and every 
objection made on the occasion of the inter- 
view with you and which he said were “un- 
resolved either then or later” by you. 


My withholding of approval of the scheme 
is due to the objections set forth in the 
letter to me from the Secretary to the Hier- 
archy, written on behalf of the Hierarchy, 
and to the re-iteration of their objections 
by His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, 
as Archbishop of Dublin. 


My letter to you on the 15th instant was 
a request to you to have those objections 
resolved. 
Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) JOHN A. COSTELLO. 


NOEL C. BROWNE, Esq., T.D., 
Minister for Health, 

Department of Health, 

Custom House, Dublin. 


Letter Seven 
ACCEPTS VIEWS OF BISHOPS 


Oifig an Aire Slainte, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 


21 Marta, 1951. 
Dear Taoiseach: 


I should have thought it unnecessary to 
point out, that from the beginning it has 
been my concern to see that the Mother and 
Child Scheme contained nothing contrary 
to Catholic moral teaching. I hope, I need 
not assure you, that as a Catholic I will 
unhesitatingly and immediately accept any 
pronouncement from the Hierarchy as to 
what is Catholic moral teaching in reference 
to this matter. 


I see no reason, however, in your letter 
of the 21st instant, to change the opinion 
I expressed in mine of the 19th instant. For 
the reasons set out in that letter, I am not 
satisfied that the Hierarchy are opposed to 
the scheme on grounds of Faith and Morals. 
I note that you have not addressed yourself 
to any of those reasons, except that you do 
not admit that following upon your inter- 
view with His Grace the Archbishop of 
Dublin on October 12th, 1950, you assured 
me that His Grace and Their Lordships of 


Ferns and Galway, were satisfied. My recol- 
lection of that is fortified by the note which 
I made of your statement to me on that 
occasion and the recollection of other per- 
sons to whom I then conveyed your state- 
ment. 


Have you overlooked the fact that the 
letter from His Lordship the Bishop of Ferns 
is dated October 10th, that is to say, the 
day before my interview with His Grace 
and Their Lordships? I assumed that this 
is the letter which His Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin referred to when he spoke to me 
on my way into the conference to meet 
Their Lordships of Ferns and Galway and 
which he said it was proposed to hand to 
you on the following day. In fact, the first 
mention you made to me of the receipt of 
the letter was on November 9th, 1950, and 
which in your letter of the 21st instant you 


stated you received “only some time after - 


your interview.” 


I took the view that this letter, which 
had already been discussed, and in my view 
satisfactorily discussed, was given to you 
merely as a matter of record. I intended 
the reply which I gave to you and which 
substantially represented the case I made 
to His Grace ‘and Their Lordships to be 
likewise for record. I was under the im- 
pression that you had sent it as a reply to 
the letter of His Lordship the Bishop of 
Ferns and I was horrified to learn for the 
first time only a few days ago that you had 
in fact never sent it. 


If, however, as you now say in your letter 
of 21st instant, you understood that His 
Grace and Their Lordships were not satis- 
fied after the interview of 11th October, 
that belief on your part is quite inconsistent 
with your subsequent conduct in the matter. 
In particular, you allowed the scheme to 
develop without ever suggesting that the 
objections of His Grace the -Archbishop of 
Dublin and Their Lordships of Ferns and 
Galway were still unresolved, and you never 
discussed that aspect of the matter with me 
or questioned me about it until 14th instant. 
You are quoted by a circular issued by the 
Irish Medical Association on 12th Decem- 
ber as asserting: 


“It was his considered opinion that 
neither the Dail nor Senate would ap- 
Prove any amendment of the Act or Reg- 
ulations which would envisage service for 
all in connection with the scheme.” 


Furthermore, in your interview with the 
Irish Medical Association on December 
12th, 1950, there was no suggestion of any 
difficulty in the way of the implementation 
of the scheme other than those raised by 
the Irish Medical Association. It seems 
strange that at this late hour when the dis- 
cussions with the Irish Medical Association 
have reached a crucial point that you ad- 
vance, as the only remaining objection to 
the scheme, the one which of all possible 
objections, namely, the supposed opposition 
of the Hierarchy, should have first been 
satisfactorily disposed of before any steps 
were taken in furtherance of the Mother 
and Child Scheme and which I, naturally, 
would have been most anxious to di 
of if I did not believe, as I did and still 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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RIGHT OR LEFT 


A dictatorship is Satanic whether 
it draws its power from the right or 
the left. The church of which I am 
pastor has had terrible blows from 
dictatorships from both directions 
during the past few months. 


The Communist dictatorship of 
China has forced two of our mission- 
aries to leave that land. When we last 
heard of them, they were on their 
way to Hong Kong. We do not 
know what difficulties confront them 
or where they are. Some place behind 
that horrible curtain they are trying 
to make their way down through 
China and escape through Hong 
Kong. We are trusting that some 
day there will be news that they have 
arrived, but we know that they are 
in the hands of God. 


Across the world in Europe, Maria 
Bolet has been evicted from Spain by 
the Roman Catholic Government. If 
she had had an American passport, 
she perhaps could have stayed there, 
but being a citizen of Cuba she had 
no one to protect her. Several months 
ago when she received her first evic- 
tion notice we proceeded to do every- 
thing possible to halt her expulsion 
from the country. Our United States 
Senator interceded with the State 
Department. The State Department 
sent cables to the American Embassy 
in Madrid. Our Embassy was simply 
told that Spain did not want her to 
remain, because she had proselyted 
Roman Catholics. In other words 
she had led someone to Christ who 
had been baptized as a baby as a 
Roman Catholic. Perhaps the persons 
who were saved had not been inside a 
Catholic church for years, but that 
makes no difference to the Franco 
regime. Under that constitution, once 
a Catholic, always a Catholic. 


Our age draws toa close. The days 
grow dark. The missionary enter- 
prise is contracting in every part of 
the world. There are great missionary 
societies and enterprises which may 
dissolve. The China Inland Mission 
may cease its work and be withdrawn 
entirely from China. We can be sure, 
however, that the people who have 
been born again, whether in China 
or in Spain will carry on the ministry 
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of the Gospel. The Lord never leaves 
Himself without a witness. We must 
pray definitely, however, for these 
national churches. They are humanly 
speaking without much leadership, 
but they will thus be thrown back on 
the Holy Spirit, and we can well 
understand that this is a part of the 
“all things” that “work together for 
good.” 


HOW EVANGELIZE THE 
WORLD? 


The doors against missionaries are 
fast closing all over the world. There 
are iron curtains against the Gospel 
in Latin America as well as in Soviet 
Russia. How is the Gospel to be 
preached in all the world if state de- 
partments will not grant visas for en- 
trance? 


Someone may answer that the na- 
tive church must take up the task and 
do the work. To a great extent this 
is true. There were 3,000 people taken 
into the church on Pentecost, but if 
this could happen every day for four 
hundred years it would just about 
cover the number of people who are 
at present alive in China. The native 
church is not going to do the job any 
more than the foreign missionaries. 
But while we await the time when the 
wind shall blow where it pleases and 
bring up the great revival that shall 
move multitudes in the last days when 
the Holy Spirit shall be poured out 
on all flesh, there is one thing we can 
do. The greatest foreign missionary 
who ever led a soul to Christ was not 
Paul or one of the Reformers or one 
of the missionary pioneers such as 
David Livingstone. The greatest for- 
eign missionary is the printing press, 
and we must use it more. 


The battle for men’s minds is con- 
tinuing with great fervor. The new 
literacy which is rising in the back- 
ward parts of the world is bringing 
a multitude of people to the knowledge 
of reading and writing with little to 
read. In India, attractively printed 
Communist literature circulates in 
hundreds of thousands of copies. We 
need not only the Scriptures in vari- 
ous languages, which work is being 
well done by the Bible societies, but 


— Christian literature on a vast 
scale. 


It is hard for some Christians in 
America to realize, perhaps, that no 
other language in the world has the 
literature of Bible study which we 
possess. Only German has a first-class 
concordance. No other language has 
a really good reference Bible. No 
other language possesses good evan- 
gelical commentaries. 

We are in touch with many different 
societies which are circulating Chris- 
tian literature in foreign languages. If 
you have some of the Lord’s money 
for this work, send it to us, making 
your check out to the Evangelical 
Foundation, Inc. You will receive a 
receipt for your income tax records, 
and you will later be informed from 
the field exactly what has been done 
with your gift. We know of great 
needs in French, in Spanish, in Japa- 
nese, and in other languages. (Box 
2000, Philadelphia; Pa.) 


LOPO, HYPO, GLEEP, ZEEP 


These words may look strange to 
most readers, but we are sure that 
they are going to be known to our 
children as commonly as radar, peni- 
cillin, sulfa, and TV. They are new 
scientific words which have been made 
public in what the Scientific American 
calls “A major release of heretofore 
secret data on nuclear reactors.” That 
may hot convey much information to 
many of our readers, so, to make it 
more confusing, I will add some fur- 
ther phrases from the magazine ar- 
ticle, which describes “the two homo- 
geneous ‘water boiler’ reactors called 
‘Lopo’ and ‘Hypo’, at the Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory; the British 
low-energy reactor known as ‘Gleep’, 
at Harwell,.England, and the Cana- 
dian ‘zero-energy’ pile called ‘Zeep’, 
at Chalk River.” 

I am frank to say that I do not 
understand what all this means. I 
have a general idea what they are 
talking about, and the reading of the 
article fills me with a vague awe that 
makes me go to God in prayer and 
thank Him that He is running things. 
For I read, “The most interesting 
reactor described by the AEC is 
Hypo, the high-power water boiler. 
The smallest of all the controlled 
reactors, its critical mass of fuel is 
about 1.8 pounds of U-235. This is 
in the form of a uranyl nitrate solu- 
tion in water, with about one part of 
fissionable U-235 to six parts of non- 
fissionable U-238. The solution is 
known to the Los Alamos scientists 
as ‘soup’. The soup is in a one-foot 
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spherical container ot stainless steel. 
Around this is a thick reflector, or 
‘tamper’, of beryllium oxide and 
graphite, and this in turn is sur- 
rounded by a heavy shield which in- 
cludes four inches of lead, 1/32-inch 
of cadmium and five feet of poured 
concrete.” 


I can understand enough to know 
that they have something that is very 
complicated, and which evidently 
needs to be surrounded by a lot of 
protection. It seems as though some- 
one were afraid that something might 
blow up. And it seems as though the 
blowing up might cause a nice little 
cloud to go to the sky several miles 
above. And the reaction might react 
rather actively in horizontal .direc- 
tions. And I am rather glad that I am 
in my Heavenly Father’s world. I 
probably could learn to understand 
the details of all this, and could ex- 
plain the difference between a Zeep 
and a Gleep if I gave the rest of my 
life to studying physics ; but I have a 
system of priorities that does not in- 
clude any such study, and I expect to 
finish this life without knowing a 
Lopo from a Hypo. But I do know 
the One who made uranium, and 
therein lies my placid calm as I face 
a world in which Hypos have a peak 
power of six kilowatts, representing 
a flux of about 300 billion neutrons 
per square centimeter per second at 
the center of the reactor. 


Many years ago, in the midst of a 
troubled world, a prophet, named 
Amos, said to his contemporaries, 
“Seek Him That maketh the seven 
stars and Orion, and turneth the 
shadow of death into the morning, 
and maketh the day dark with night: 
That calleth for the waters of the sea, 
and poureth them out upon the face of 
the earth; Jehovah is His name!” 
(Amos 5:8). 


Looking down into the universe of 
the small we may say, “Seek Him 
that made the molecule and the atom ; 
That guides the electron in its path 
and keeps the proton and the deuteron 
from going off in tangents and start- 
ing chain reactions without divine 
permission. Jehovah is His name.” 


GOOD ADVICE 


When Ernest Bevin retired as 
Foreign Secretary for Great Britain, 
he was succeeded by Herbert Mor- 
rison. This child of the common 
people came up the hard way in 
British life, left school when he was 
14, for hard work, and then, at 27, 
got into politics. Speaking of his 
career, a news account stated, “In 
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1934 he became the dynamic leader 
of the London County Council, con- 
centrated on clearing the Dickensian 
squalor of London’s slums, had no- 
tices put up in schools saying: “The 
teacher may be wrong. Think for 
yourself.’ ” 


That is excellent advice, and we 
would suggest that every Christian 
look for a similar sign in the churches. 
Beside every pulpit there should be 
the invisible sign, ““The preacher may 
be wrong. Think for yourself. Check 
with the Word of God.” 


No minister who is God’s man will 
object to having his _ statements 
checked by the straight rule of the 
word of God. Only a proud boaster, 
imbued with the idea oi self-im- 
portance would wish to have his 
statements accepted simply because 
they come from him. It is the Holy 
Spirit who must speak from the lips 
of the preacher. If He does not 
speak, all that is heard is the foul 
breath of human thinking, and that 
can do nothing other than pollute. 


I have pointed out elsewhere that 
three different spirits spoke through 
the vocal chords of Simon Peter. 
When he spoke of paying taxes, 
building three tabernacles, refusing to 
have his feet washed, asking that his 
head and his hands be washed, and 
in many other utterances, it was sim- 
ply the mouthings of the natural man. 
When he said, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” it was 
the voice of God the Father, and 
Christ immediately identified the 
source of the revelation (Matt. 16: 
16). When, a few moments later, 
he said that Christ should not go to 
the cross to die, it was the voice of 
the Devil, and again the Lord Jesus 
immediately identified the source of 
the deception, saying, “Get thee be- 
hind me, Satan” (Mt. 16:17). 


There are some churches in which 
I preach where there is scarcely a 
Bible, and when I give out the Scrip- 
ture reading, I do not see the people’s 
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The Nature of True Confession 
The seventh in the Editor's series of 
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yang, Korea — 1945-1950, as told to 
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heads bowed, nor do I hear the rustle 
of the leaves of the Scriptures. I 
know that such a church is not 
spiritual, and that there cannot be a 
richness of blessing that there can be 
where everyone has the Book, and 
where all the references are checked 
carefully by those who are seeking 
to grow in the knowledge of the 
truth. 


The preacher may be wrong. 
Think for yourself. Check with the 
Word of God. 


TITLES 


The Editor has recently entered 
into an arrangement with the Van 
Kampen Press for the publication of 
a series of volumes of his writings. 
As of the present moment the Van 
Kampen organization is taking over 
the stock of books presently in print 
for all sales through bookstores. 
These titles include His Own Re- 
ceived Him Not, But, Teaching the 
Word of Truth, Guaranteed Deposits, 
and the newly reprinted double vol- 
ume God’s Methods for Holy Living, 
including the chapters which formerly 
appeared under the title Life by the 
Son. 


The first volumes to be issued will 
be devotional expositions in the 
epistle to the Romans, volumes of 
approximately 400 pages each. - 


The Editor is not completely satis- 
fied with the titles at present chosen 
for these books, and will give an 
autographed set to anyone who can 
furnish acceptable titles. The first 
of the volumes will contain 27 studies 
on the first of Romans and is tenta- 
tively scheduled to appear as Man’s 
Ruin. The second volume, of 26 
studies, carries the work through the 
20th verse of chapter three. It deals 
with the great themes of wrath, 
judgment, and the universality of sin. 
We do not even have a tentative title 
for the book. The third volume, of 
36 studies, carries the work through 
the fourth of Romans. Our tentative 
title is God’s Remedy. The fourth 
volume, of 28 studies, covers the first 
eleven verses of the fifth of Romans. 
Our tentative title is The Road to 
Joy. 


Any title idea should be addressed 
to the Editor and sent to Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. In order to 
eliminate correspondence on the mat- 
ter, no acknowledgment of receipt of 
suggestions will be made. The books 
will be sent to the one who has fur- 
nished the idea when the volumes 
are issued. 
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Imitators of God © 


“Be ye therefore followers of. God, 
as dear children." — Ephesians 5:1 


As we come to the fifth chapter 
of Paul’s great letter to the Ephe- 
sians, we have unfolded to us how 
we are to be saints after God’s own 
heart. Having shown that believers 
have been fully equipped to live the 
Christian life, the apostle now sets 
forth the manner of living which will 
please God. In the passage before us 
we learn that we are to be “imitators 
of God” (5:1-14). As God’s 
“mimics,” we are to “walk in love,” 
(1-5), we are not to be deceived 
(6-10), and we are not to fellowship 
with darkness (11-14). “Become, 
therefore, mimics of God as dear 
children, and continually walk in 
love, even as Christ also loved you 
and gave Himself for you an offering 
and victim to God for a sweet-smell- 
ing fragrance” (Eph. 5:1, 2). 


Faith and Conduct 


Become “mimics of God.” St. 
Jerome translates the term by the 
Latin term imitatores. We are to be 
mimics of God. As people see us 
they are to see in us God, the Father. 
Our conduct is to enable the world 
to see us as an exact facsimile of 
God. Paul sets this forth as a com- 
mand. This is something the Ephe- 
sians were to do. The implication is 
that they were not living according 
to their beliefs. Coming from Greek 
paganism they found it difficult to 
understand that their new faith was 
to govern their conduct. 


Why was their conduct to be 
changed? The apostle answers, “as 
dear children.” The term that Paul 
uses for children comes from the 
word which sets forth the fact that 
the Ephesians were no longer Ephe- 
sians but were the very born of God, 
and as such they were to live as be- 
fitting their Heavenly Father. They 
were “dear children,” that is to say 
“beloved” children. The term “dear” 
has to do with the word “beloved.” 
Paul is saying that believers are to 
mimic God for two reasons: first, 
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they are now children of God ; second, 
they are objects of His wonderful 
love. 


Walking in Love 

How are we to mimic God? Paul 
presents our blessed Lord as the be- 
liever’s example. Christ loved us. 
He did not love us with a love which 
was attracted by something in us. 
He did not love us with a love which 
resulted in our having something in 
common with Him. Rather He loved 
us with a self-sacrificing love which 
led Him to give Himself for us. 
Christ gave Himself, that is He of- 
fered Himself as a sacrifice, a victim 
to God for a sweet smelling fra- 
grance. He set aside His rights for 
us. He did it willingly. He did it 
because He loved us. We are to 
walk in this same love. What is the 
implication? It is that we will offer 
ourselves as did Christ. We may not 
die on a cross, but we are to set aside 
our wills for the will of the Father. 
The cross is the sign of our Lord’s 
coming to do the Father’s will. We 
are to walk as He did. We are to be 


. a sacrifice, a victim to God. This is 


the way in which God is to be 
mimicked? Do we really want to 
follow Him? To be a victim — how 
repulsive! If we could die fighting, 
if we could be martyrs, but to be 
victims — slain victims, sacrificing 
self — how horrible! But to self we 
must die. As believers we can be 
a smell or an odor, a stench or a 
sweet fragrance — in the nostrils of 
God. As servants we are no greater 
than our Lord. He did the Father’s 
will. So must we do it. 


Purity of Life 


“Fornication and uncleanness or 
avarice, let it not be named among 
you even as it befits separated ones. 
And obscenity and foolish talking 
and ribaldry which are not fitting, but 
rather giving of thanks” (5:3, 4). 
Three things the believers are not 


to do. They are not to be guilty of 
fornication. This has to do with im- 
pure sexual relations. The Greek 
mind never connected sexual rela- 
tions of any kind with the idea of 
sin. Paul points out, however, that 
the true believer will keep himself 
pure. Fornication is also used in 
the Scripture in a _ metaphorical 
sense, that is to say, in the sense of 
giving devotion to another. The true 
believer will always make God pre- 
eminent in his worship and the proof 
of it will be a conduct which will be 
acceptable to God. Our relationship 
to God, through our blessed Lord, is 
often spoken of in terms of a wed- 
ding, we, the Church, being the 
Bride of Christ. Any conduct not 
befitting our position makes us 
guilty of spiritual fornication. It is 
to our Lord alone that we owe our 
devotion and worship. 


Uncleanness is not befitting the 
saints of God. Through the redemp- 
tive work of Christ we were delivered 
“from this present evil world.” We 
have been the object of our Lord’s 
prayer where He prayed “Father, I 
pray not that Thou shouldst take 
them out of the world, but that Thou 
shouldst keep them from the evil” 
(John 17:16). As God’s Heavenly 
people, we are not to be found in 
earth’s foulness. 


Avarice is not to be characteristic 
of the redeemed one. God has given 
us all things freely by His grace. 
We are not to be greedy and selfish. 
We are to trust Him for all things. 
Greediness is an evidence of doubt 
—a doubt which says that God can- 
not supply our individual needs. As 
believers we should be known for 
our generosity and helpfulness to 
those about us. 


Sanctified Speech 


Our speech is to be that which 
becometh saints also. We are not to 
be guilty of the unchaste word, the 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN IN 1787, SHOULD BE OF GREAT INTEREST 


VENTION HAD BEEN CALLED IN PHILADELPHIA TO ESTA 
ERNMENT OF THE INFANT REPUBLIC. PROGRESS WAS VE 
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Dr. Franklin’s motion for Prayers in the Convention assembled at Philadelphia, 1’ 


Articles of Confederation. 


Mr. President, 


The small progress we have made after 
four or five weeks’ close attendance and 
continual reasonings with each other, our 
different sentiments on almost every ques- 
tion, several of the last producing as many 
Noes as Ayes, is, methinks, a melancholy 
proof of the imperfection of the human 
understanding. We indeed seem to feel 
our own want of political wisdom, since 
we have been running all about in search 
of it. We have gone back to ancient 
history for models of government, and 
examined the different forms of those 
republics which, having been originally 
formed with the seeds of their own dis- 
solution, now no longer exist; and we have 
viewed modern states all round Europe, 





but find none of their constitutions suit- 
able to our circumstances. 


In this situation of this Assembly, grop- 
ing, as it were, in the dark, to find political 
truth, and scarce able to distinguish it when 
presented to us, how has it happened, sir, 
that we have not hitherto once thought of 
humbly applying to the Father of Lights to 
illuminate our understandings? In the be- 
ginning of the contest with Britain, when 
we were sensible of danger, we had daily 
prayers in this room for the Divine protec- 
tion! Our prayers, sir, were heard ; and they 
were graciously answered. All of us who 
were engaged in the struggle must have ob- 
served frequent instances of a superintend- 
ing Providence in our favour. To that kind 
Providence we owe this happy opportunity 
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of consulting in peace on the means of es- 
tablishing our future national felicity. And 
have we now forgotten that powerful 
friend? Do we imagine we no longer need 
His assistance? I have lived, sir, a long 
time; and the longer I live, the more con- 
vincing proofs I see of this truth, That God 
governs in the affairs of Men! And if a 
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without 
His notice, is it probable that an empire can 
rise without His aid? We have been as- 
sured, sir, in the Sacred Writings, that “ex- 
cept the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it.” I firmly believe this; 
and I also believe, that without His concur- 
ring aid, we shall succeed in this political 
building no better than the building of 
Babel : we shall be divided by our little par- 
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tial local interests, our projects will be con- 
founded, and we ourselves shall become a 
reproach and a byword down to future ages. 
And, what is worse, mankind may hereafter, 
from this unfortunate instance, despair of 
establishing government by human wisdom, 
and leave it to chance, war, and conquest. 


I therefore beg leave to move, 


That henceforth prayers, imploring the 
assistance of Heaven and its blessing on our 
deliberations, be held in this Assembly every 
morning before we proceed to business; and 
that one or more of the clergy of this city be 
requested to officiate in that service. 


(Note by Dr. Franklin)—The Conven- 
tion, except three or four persons, thought 


prayers unnecessary! 


MRE PS SS RIA RI RI PS PS PS 










oie ® Soa P Sox 8 Sones 





29 








IMITATORS OF GOD 
(Continued from Page 27) 


off-color story. What we say is to 
be to edifying. This does not mean 
we cannot indulge in humor, but it 
does mean that our humor is to be of 
such a quality that it will stand the 
presence of Jesus Christ. Let us not 
forget that in our persons we are to 
be “bearers of Christ.” That which 
the believer speaks is to be to edifica- 
tion, and to thanksgiving. The Greek 
word suggests that which places one 
in a favorable position. Our interest 
is the welfare of others. We are not 
to speak those things which would 
set the imaginations of men aflame to 
evil. 


Paul sets forth the seriousness of 
such unholy conduct in verse five. 
“For this you know beyond question, 
that every impure person, every un- 
clean person, every greedy person, 
which is an idolatry, does not have 
a portion in the kingdom of God” 
(5:5). This verse should give us 
pause. Too often we feel that cor- 
rect doctrine is sufficient. Paul tells 
us that it is correct conduct that is 
important. Correct conduct is the 
proof that we believe correct doctrine. 
Our talk and our walk must be identi- 
cal. God is not interested in what 
we say, He is interested in how we 
live. Doctrine must be translated 
into life. This is the watermark of 
Biblical faith. Otherwise we degrade 
the Christian faith to a mere mouth- 
ing of empty dogma which is of none 
effect. 


A Life to Live 


The trouble with the believing 
church is that it refuses to live what 
it defends with its lips. Paul is sug- 
gesting here that there is no point 
in going through the movements of 
being saved if we do not live a life 
which backs up the fact of our being 
saved. To those who live unholy 
lives there is no portion in God’s 
kingdom. . 


We now come to the second part 
of our study. The reason we are led 
to sin is because sin is made to 
appear so reasonable. Thus Paul 
warns us against words which would 
take us away from the faith. “Neither 
be cheated by empty words. For on 
account of these the wrath of God 
comes upon the children of stubborn- 
ness. Therefore, do not become 
partakers with them. For ye were 
once darkness, but now ye are light 
in the Lord. Walk therefore as 
children of light for the fruit of light 
is in every goodness, and righteous- 
ness, and truth, at the same time 
proving what is well pleasing to the 
Lord” (5:6-10). 


At once it will be seen that good 
conduct is the antidote to temptation. 
Many times we are deceived by the 
words of men. They sound reason- 
able and good. They may even be 
religious words, they may be Scrip- 
tural words, but they are empty. 
They do not have a life behind them. 
Everything we are to test by the Book 











The reason some modern- 
istic ministers can retain 
their pulpits is because the 
church members are to- 
tally ignorant of the Bible. 
Anything that is said from 
the pulpit, as long as it is 
said semi-piously, will keep 
them still. They have no 
discernment. 


They are like the fat 
lady in the hotel dining 
room. The orchestra was 
playing Handel's Largo and 
in the pause after the 
number the lady called out 
to the conductor, “Won't 
you please play Handel's 
Largo?" “But we've just 
finished playing it," the 
conductor said. The fat 
lady sank back in her chair. 
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no matter who the authority and no 
matter what they say. We are to be 
like the Bereans who were more noble 
than the Thessalonians in that they 
searched the Scriptures daily to see 
whether what was told them was so. 
Even when confronted by the Lord, 
Nathaniel checked what He had to 
say against the written record and 
the Lord in turn commended him for 
it. We are children of light and as 
such we are to walk in the light of the 
Lord. We are not to be as the sons 
of stubbornness. The Greek term 
is “sons” showing the responsibility 
of him who persists in resisting the 
will of God. In contrast to “sons” 
we have the term “children” when 
used in connection with the light. As 
born again ones we have been trans- 
lated over into the kingdom of light 
from the kingdom of darkness. 


The Fruit of Light 


What will be the credentials of our 
walk? They will be the fruit of light. 
And what is the fruit of light? Good- 
ness, righteousness, truth. Goodness, 
kindness, that which leads to up- 
rightness. The term has to do with 
the nature of an object, or person. 
Thus because of our being made in- 
wardly good through redemption and 
regeneration, we are to manifest this 
goodness in upright conduct. No 
longer are we to lie in the lap of the 
wicked one. We are to stand upright 
in the goodness which has redeemed 
us. In every situation in which we 
find ourselves we are to be upright, 
well-pleasing to God. 


The second term is “righteous- 
ness.” This term suggests relation- 
ship, from the secular Greek we 
might say that “which is on the 
level.” We are to be on the level 
with God. We are not to deceive Him. 
We are to remember that He sees 
and knows all things about us. We 
are to be right with Him in our con- 
duct. If we are not, we prove to the 
world and to ourselves that which 
God already knows—that we are 
still at heart “children of darkness.” 
And we are to know the “truth” of 
God as revealed in His Word to the 
extent that in every situation we 
shall know the standard by which we 
shall be able to judge our conduct. 
“Our ways are not His ways neither 
are our thoughts His thoughts.” As 
we come to know His ways and 
thoughts through the study of the 
Book we shall be in a place where 
we shall be pleasing to Him. 
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“Fruit” is an interesting term for 
‘it sets forth the goal of Christian 
conduct. We are to be a people who 
will accomplish things for the Lord. 
If the Lord had wanted us just to be 
saved, He could have arranged for 
our going to Heaven as soon as we 
had accepted Christ as our Saviour. 
But this was not in His plan. His 
purpose in saving us and leaving us 
upon the earth is that we might be 
His witnesses and the channel 
through which souls might be won 
for Christ. Thus we are to seek 
success as soul winners. 


Proof in Conduct 


Verse ten suggests the attitude 
which is that of the believer. Con- 
stantly we are to keep testing to see 
whether the things we do are well 
pleasing to God. “Proving” has 
within it the idea of a miner who tests 
ore for golden nuggets. If he finds 
much gold the ore is precious and he 
can make a good report to the owners 
of the mine. We as spiritual miners 
are to “pan the ore of our conduct 
in such a manner that rich gold will 
be found which will be pleasing unto 
Him.” The test is not to result in 
slag and dirt. There is to be rich 
metal present. The tense of the verb 
is present which tells us that this 
testing is to be continuous, daily, 
moment by moment. We are always 
to be on the alert to do that which will 
be well-pleasing to our Lord. 

Paul sets forth another warning, 
namely, that we are “not to have 
fellowship with darkness.” Many 
believers are turned from the faith 
because of the friends they make. 
Through social contacts obligations 
are contracted which deprive the be- 
liever of telling his sinner friends 
that without Christ they are going 
to Hell. We observe the social 
amenities rather than declare the 
testimony. Having identified our- 
selves with our unsaved friends it is 
not long before we become a part of 
their unfruitful works. 

One thing leads to another and 
soon we find that our very “broad- 
mindedness” which we thought would 
be appreciated by our friends is the 
very thing they despise since through 
it we have lost our testimony in their 
eyes. Paul would have us make 
friends with all men providing we 
reprove their evil deeds. This, of 
course, takes two outstanding quali- 
ties which every believer should 
possess; courage and a life beyond 
reproach. Many times we cannot re- 
prove others simply because we have 
lived in darkness as well as they. It 
is not that we lack courage, it is that 
we lack a testimony. 
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No Sin Secret 


It will be noted in verse twelve that 
our secret life is in view here. Paul 
says: “For it is a shame to speak of 
those things which are done of them 
in secret” (5:12). People may ap- 
pear cultured and refined on the sur- 
face and in public, but down under- 
neath, and in private, the story is 
entirely different. God looks upon 
the heart. He knows the secret con- 
duct. He does not want the believer 
to be in fellowship with sinners. As 
children of the light we are not to be 
found in darkness ; as the sons of God 
we have been redeemed from all sin; 
as the saints of the Lord we have 
been delivered from “this present 
evil world.” Thus in no way, shape, 


- or form are we to have a part in the 


world’s conduct. 


Can the believer get away with 
secret sin? No! Even the world 
cannot. “All things that are reproved, 
are by the light made manifest, for 
the thing that makes manifest is 
light” (5:13). As surely as God is 
holy, just as surely will sin be re- 
vealed. Each of us will stand before 
God to give an account of the deeds 
done in the body. Our salvation will 
not be brought into question, but our 
stewardship — that is, the manner in 
which we have handled the grace 
God has entrusted to us to live a 
godly life here on earth. 


Rouse Yourselves 


Thus the apostle exhorts the 
Ephesian believer and through them 
he exorts us: “Rouse yourselves, you ’ 
who are sleeping, And stand up out 
from among the dead ones, and Christ © 
will shine upon you (5:14). Paul 
likens a carnal Christian to one who 
is asleep. To ‘him he sounds a clarion 
call “Awake! Awake! you who are 
sleeping!” Are the believers of to- 
day asleep? I fear that they are. They 
are awake to many things but asleep 
to the most important thing — living 
the Christian life. Our conduct is to 
make us outstanding. We are to ex- 
hibit the life of our risen Lord in our 
daily walk. The world is to see the 
very Lord Himself shining upon us. 
But we sleep on. How tragic is our 
state. As the world goes to an eternal 
doom we sleep. Will their blood be 
upon us? 

You, who permit your neighbor to 
go into a Christless eternity, what 
will you say in excuse when you meet 
your Lord face to face? Remember, 
He has made us His Heavenly people. 
We have been equipped with all 
things to live as children of the light. 
Let us not walk in darkness. Let us 
awake ! 

THE Enp 





The late Governor Stone of Mississippi remembered with gratitude — not unmixed with 
shame — the first lesson he learned concerning the proper manner of dealing with the public. 
Two Negro farmers came to a little railway station in Luka, where Stone was holding forth 
as agent, to ask a few questions concerning a freight shipment they were planning to make. 


Agent Stone, who thought himself 
extremely busy and important, 
answered them sharply and im- 
patiently. When the two farmers 
finally turned away from the 
window, still a bit puzled and 
dissatisfied, Stone overheard one 
remark to the other, “Dat's al- 
ways de way—de littler de sta- 
tion de bigger de agenti" What 
Stone learned in that instant help- 
ed make him Governor of Missis- 
sippi. The Bible is filled with ad- 
monitions telling us to deal with 7 
souls as being souls. We are not Y 
to look at their outward appear- 
ance, their brains, their wealth, or 
their social position. We 
are to see Christ in 
the poor, and lend 
to Him through 
them. May the Lord 
give us a 
heart toward those 
who are i 
and rejecte 
men — the poor, 
outcast, the 
rant, the a 
deformed, 
i and all 
who suffer from the 


igno- 
the 
the 


You cannot hurry up holiness 
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in the beak of Genesis 


July 1 
IT IS A LITTLE ONE (19:20) , 

It is the little sin that is the most danger- 
ous, for it always leads to greater sins. In 
Africa a missionary told a native helper that 
there was a little snake in the pile of stones. 
The African saw it and drew back with 
great care, saying, “Oh, Teacher, that is not 
a little snake. That is a very big snake. It 
is bigger than the boa constrictor.” The 
missionary told the story and said, “Never 
forget that the name of that snake is, “You- 
won't-get-home.’ The natives know that if 
they are bitten by that snake while working 
in the field they will die before they can 
reach home.” A boa has no poison, and 
even though he crushed a man’s bones, the 
man might live; but with the bite of the 
little snake the poison is in the blood. Sad 
the Christian who wants to hang on to little 
sins. 


LORD, TEACH US THAT ANY SIN IS SIN. 


July 2 
OH, LET ME ESCAPE THITHER (19:20) 
The Lord had commanded the mountain 
for safety; Lot still lingers in the plain. It 
is hard to understand why the believer 
wants his own way so much until we study 
the Word of God and learn what the old 
nature really is. There.is nothing that a 
man will not do in order to get his own 
way. Unless our own will is crucified with 
Christ it will quiver, and jerk, and jump, 
and throb, and reach, and stretch, and de- 
sire, and want, and ask, and connive, and 
scheme, and plan, and grasp, and take—and 
you can continue the verbs of lust to the 
end of the list. Lot had come out of Sodom 
and its grosser sins, and was advancing to 
the place of refuge, yet in his heart he was 
attached to the things which he had re- 
nounced. How many Christian wish to sub- 
stitute the world of Zoar for the world of 
Sodom. They will ask for anything rather 
than have the separation of the lonely 
mountain. 
LORD, TEACH US THAT IT IS NOT LONELY 
WITH THEE. 


Jaly 3 

1S IT NOT A LITTLE ONE? (19:20) 
God records the whinings of Lot in or- 
der to show us what we are in our selves, 
and how we will plead for our own way. 
But we must remember that it is the little 
foxes that spoil the vines (Song 2:15). Un- 
fortunately, if we plead enough, the Lord 
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will let us have our own way, for He never 
forces a soul. If we refuse to be won by 
His love, He will let us stay enamoured of 
the’ things of the world. It is a choice that 
must be made, and we must put everything 
in the balances and make our decision. 
Moses chose affliction with the people of 
God, and the reproach of Christ rather than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, 
and to have the treasures in Egypt -(Heb. 
11:25, 26). The reason was that he real- 
ized that God would do more for him than 
he could do for himself. Lot had not learned 
this and begged for even the little city. 
LORD, HELP US SO THAT OUR VALUES 
WILL NOT BE MIXED. 

July 4 
MY SOUL SHALL LIVE (19:20) 

Poor Lot. He had everything upside 
down. His soul would not live; his soul 
would languish. He would lose everything 
that was worth while and come into an 
oblivion that prophesies the emptiness of 
those who enter the presence of God with- 
out any fruit. How many people there are 
who think that they are living because they 
have entered “society!” How many people 
think that the mad swirl of the worldling is 
really “life’? The Lord has told us that 
“she that liveth in pleasure is dead while 
she liveth” (1 Tim. 5:6). Many who think 
that they are having “a marvelous time,” are 
merely deadening their feelings with the 
narcotics of worldliness: there is the “kick” 
or the “thrill,” but there is also the terrible 
after effect when the power of the drug has 
worn off and the soul is left in horrible 
nakedness before God (Heb. 4:13). 

LORD, LOOK THROUGH US. 

July 5 
| HAVE ACCEPTED THEE CONCERNING 
THIS THING ALSO (19:21) 

The terrible mystery of the grace of God 
is wonderful to contemplate. I have long 
pondered this verse and I do not know 
whether the sparing of Zoar was the graci- 
cus answer of the mercy of God or the 
terrible judgment of the Lord upon a jus- 
tified man who refused to allow the grace 
of God to melt him to yieldedness. Was 
God being kind to Lot, or was he delivered 
over to his own desires? I am rather inclined 
toward the latter view. I remember the story 
of a boy who stole sugar and who was 
forced to eat a half cup of the stuff for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner until he sobbed 





God does not promise escape from temptation; 
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out his promise not to steal any more. God's 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all His 
paths are peace (Prov. 3:17), therefore, the 
fact that Lot’s choice turned out so disas- 
trously proves that it was not God's choice 
for him. It was God’s permissive will, but 
not His directive will. The directive will 
was the mountain. 

LORD, DON'T ANSWER OUR SELFISH 
PRAYERS. 


July 6 
THIS CITY FOR WHICH THOU HAST 
SPOKEN (19:21) 

God did not spare Sodom because there 
were not ten righteous people in it. God 
spared Zoar, in which there were no right- 
eous people, because a stubborn, carnal be- 
liever prayed for it for purely selfish reasons. 
It had at least a temporary lease on life 
because a believer chose to flee to its walls. 
We are told in the New Testament that 
the goodness of God is calculated to lead 
us to repentance (Rom. 2:4) but we are 
also told that this goodness, forbearance, 
and longsuffering of God can be despised 
by men. Terrible is the heart of man, and 
wonderful is the grace of God by contrast. 
Little do worldlings think how much they 
are indebted to the saints. Everywhere be- 
lievers are the salt of the earth and our 
simple presence wards off the judgments of 
the Almighty. 


* LORD, KEEP US PRAYING FOR THE 
UNSAVED. 


July 7 
| CANNOT DO ANYTHING TILL THOU 
BE COME THITHER (19:22) 

It is startling to see this example of the 
patience of God toward the wicked because 
of the presence of the saved among them. 
The world hates the believers and yet our 
Lord speaks of us as “the light of the 
world™ (Mt. 5:14), and “the salt of the 
earth” (Mt. 5:13). Without the presence 
of the believers the world would be shrouded 
in utter darkness, and the unsalted mass 
would speedily manifest its inward rotten- 
ness. There is no knowledge of God in the 
earth beyond that of His eternal power and 
Godhead (Rom. 1:20) except that which 
shines through the born-again ones who pass 
their short while here lighting the darkness 
around them. And when they have passed 
on, the judgment of God must follow and 
destroy all that has been left behind them. 
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God will not send the Great Tribulation 
_until He has removed His own to safety. 


LORD, MAY WE BE LIGHT AND SALTY. 


July 8 
THE SUN WAS RISEN UPON THE EARTH 
(19:23) 

God will never do anything in the dark- 
ness, because He is light, and in Him dwel- 
leth no darkness at all. It is interesting to 
note that Sodom’s sin had been in the dark- 
ness but God's judgment was in the day- 
light. Thus it shall be in the future. Every- 
thing that has been done in secret shall be 
made known (Lk. 8:17); God will bring 
to light the hidden things of darkness (1 
Cor. 4:5); and will-even make manifest the 
counsels of the hearts (ibid.). Man now 
can record conversations on tape, can pho- 
tograph with infrared rays in what is dark- 
ness to our eyes, and can inject the body 
with a serum which forces an individual 
to tell the truth. Scientists believe that every 
sound that has ever been made is still going 
out into space, farther and farther. The 
cry of inanimate things — blood and sin— 
come up to the Lord. All will be made 


open. 


LORD, SHIELD US IN CHRIST. 


July 9 
THE LORD RAINED FIRE FROM THE 
LORD (19:24) 

Judgment has its source in God. Judg- 
ment is decided by God. Judgment is de- 
clared by God. Judgment is executed by 
God. Do not ever think that the Devil will 
punish any man.- The terrible thing about 
the doctrine of eternal punishment is that 
God runs Hell, and God will manage the 
lake of fire. The Devil has never yet been 
punished, and when he reaches the place of 
torment he will be there as chief victim and 
not as jailer. The fact that God is in three 
persons and yet is one God is further seen 
here. The Lord was on earth, the Lord was 
in Heaven, and all that They did is said to 
be done by Him. They are He and He is 
They. And herein is the certainty of judg- 
ment upon every abomination. 


LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY JUS- 
TICE. 


July 10 
UPON SODOM AND GOMORRAH BRIM- 
STONE AND FIRE (19:24) 

These cities are a mirror of life in our 
times. We are authorized by God to ad- 
dress the cities of our times by the names 
of these cities, “Hear the Word of the Lord, 
ye rulers of Sodom and ye people of Gomor- 
rah” (Isa. 1:10). Though there are multi- 
tudes in our cities who abhor the depravity 
of Sodom, the causes of that wickedness are 
very prevalent amongst us. “This was the 
iniquity of thy sister, Sodom; pride, full- 
ness of bread, and abundance of idleness 
was in her” (Ezek. 16:49). Is there any 
thing that would better characterize our 
nation today? Do you suppose American 
pride is less than Sodom’s? And certainly 
these cities never dreamed of a luxury, and 
‘a plenty, and a love of ease equal to ours. 


LORD, MAY WE CONFESS OUR RELA- 
TIONSHIP. 
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July 11 
HE OVERTHREW THOSE CITIES, AND 
ALL THE PLAIN (19:25) 

What God did to these ancient commu- 
nites He has promised to do to our land, 
and to the whole world, and to all of the 
human race. The Lord Jesus said, “As it 
was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, 
they builded; but the same day that Lot 
went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brim- 
stone from Heaven, and destroyed them all; 
even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of Man shall be revealed” (Lk. 17:28- 
30). Is this not a description of our civil- 
ization? We are attending to all of the af- 
fairs of business life, social life, political 
life, even religious life. All of these things 
our civilization does in high gear. And God 
has a few men who sound the note of Scrip- 
tural warning, but the world does not awake; 
the carnal Christians are slow to flee, and 
the judgment comes inevitably. 


LORD, GIVE US ALL THE ASSURANCE OF 
JUDGMENT. 


July 12 
HIS WIFE LOOKED BACK (19:26) 

Lot was truly advancing to a place of 
refuge; his wife was following him, but her 
heart was truly in Sodom, even though Lot 
had begun to renounce the city and its 
things. To all such we would trumpet forth 
the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, “Re- 
member Lot’s wife” (Lk. 17:32). We will 
not even wonder if it was curiosity, or 
longing, or love for friends or neighbors. 
The motives do not enter into the matter. 
The fact is that she looked back, and it was 
for that that she was instantly struck dead 
by God. It was for looking back that she 
became a monument to remind all future 
generations that God demands that we turn 
wholeheartedly away from Sodom. If we 
turn back, we shall perish like Sodom. Trust 
not in the fact that you have stepped out- 
side the walls of Sodom if your heart is yet 


whence your feet have come. “Remember 

Lot's wife.” 

LORD, EVER REFRESH OUR MEMORIES. 
July 13 


A PILLAR OF SALT (19:26) 

If this is literal (and I believe it is), then 
we can see how terrible a thing it is to be 
tares instead of wheat. The heart in Sodom, 
the woman was no more than savorless salt, 
and her physical body was transformed in 
judgment as a monument to warn carnal 
love and to point to its association with the 
most depraved in judgment. If this is spiri- 
tual (and I can draw a spiritual lesson from 
it, even though I believe it to be literal), 
the warning comes to us, “Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him™ (1 John 2:15). 
The Bible is filled with warnings, exhorta- 
tions, and supplications to the wicked to 
flee to the mercy of God for salvation, and 
it is just as filled with warnings, exhorta- 
tions, and supplications to believers to walk 
closely, to beware lest their crown be lost, 
to have a measure of fear and trembling, 
even in the solid mixture of our great joy. 


LORD, MAY WE TAKE HEED. 


5 July 14 
ABRAHAM GOT UP EARLY IN THE 
MORNING (19:27) 

It would appear that Abraham had gone 
home (18:33) and been given by God a’ 
good night's sleep. The old’ man’ was 99, 
but, awakened and refreshed, he wakes in 
the morning to go back to the place where © 
he had stood in sweet communion with the 
Lord, and where he had cried unto God in 
supplication, in his intercessory prayer. In 
our day we come back in our hearts and 
minds to the cross wherein we rest, and 
through which we triumph, and with which 
we are enabled to bring blessing to others. 
It may be in your kitchen, your bedroom, 
your study, your school, your office, or in 
any other place where you happen to be. 
God will meet with you there and will go 
on with you from blessing to blessing and 
from strength to strength. God is more 
eager to meet with you than you are to 
meet with Him. This is one of the mysteries 


of grace. 


LORD, KEEP US EVER COMING BACK. 


July 15 
TO THE PLACE WHERE HE STOOD BE- 
FORE THE LORD (19:27) : 
Abraham had rested in the Lord and now 
Abraham would return to the Lord. Israel 
was told through Isaiah, “In returning and 
rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and con- 
fidence shall be your strength” (Isa. 30:15). 
These things Abraham possessed because 
they possessed Him. How much more blessed 
are we than our father Abraham! We have 
the place of the Lord ever with us, for we 
stand on the blessed side of Christ's promise, 
“The hour cometh, when ye shall neither 
in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the Father” (John 4:21). God does 
not live in buildings nor in a reserved sacra- 
ment, but in the hearts of those who have 
been born again. We do not have to move 
to a place but we do have to keep return- 
ing within our hearts to a set of truths: 
we have been reconciled to God by the 
death of His Son; much more shall we be 
saved through His resurrection life (Rom. 
5:10). 


LORD, KEEP US IN THE PLACE OF LIFE. 


July 16 
ABRAHAM LOOKED TOWARD SODOM 

(19:28) 

There is no record of any word spoken 
by Abraham. There is no record ‘that he 
ever saw Lot again. We may draw certain 
inferences from this silence. Certainly Abra- 
ham loved Lot, but now he has become 
finally separated from him. Spiritually, he 
There is a terrible postscript about Lot but 
there is no evidence that Abraham had any 
knowledge of it. He is now fully separated 
from Lot. That which he had been com- 
manded to do forty years before when the 
God of glory appeared to him in Ur (Acts 
7:2; Gen. 12:1), he was finally coming 
around to accomplish after the loss of four 
decades. It shows us that there must be 
a complete obedience to God, and a com- 
plete separation in our minds, even from 
our kindred, before we can come to the 
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level of spiritual experience where we can 
be fruitful for God in His way. 
LORD, SEPARATE US. ‘i. 


J 
THE SMOKE OF THE COUNTRY Went 
UP (19:28) 

We are not told one word to describe 
Abraham's feelings, thoughts, or emotions. 
We cannot know what his reactions were 
to the terrible scene that lay before his eyes. 
By inference we can see him agreeing with 
God and admitting in his heart that the 
judgment had been fully earned by the cities, 
and that it was only right that they should 
take delivery for that which they had paid 
for. The day shall come when we shall 
stand in the Lord's place and shall look out 
over the smoke of a judged and ruined uni- 
verse. What will be our thoughts in that 
hour? The answer is given to us in the 
Word. The seven great voices said, “The 
kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; 
and He shall reign for ever and ever. And 
the four and twenty elders, which sat before 
God (Israel and the Church) on their 
thrones, fell upon their faces, and wor- 
shipped God” (Rev. 11:15, 16). 

LORD, MAY WE SEE WITH THINE EYES. 

July 18 
GOD REMEMBERED ABRAHAM AND 
SENT LOT OUT (19:29) 

It is an amazing fact that God did not 
spare Lot because of Lot but because of 
Abraham. When God destroyed the cities, 
He remembered Abraham. This is a prin- 
ciple which is frequently found in the Bible 
if we look carefully for it. When Israel 
made a calf of gold, God spared them not 
because of themselves, but because of Moses. 
In the prophets we find that God looked for 
a man to stand in the gap (Ezek. 22:30). 
God is seeking to form Christ in the life 
of men and no man is more like Christ than 
when he is standing as intercessor for the 
people of God, for this is Christ's whole 
present existence (Heb. 7:25). And in all 
this we see how hungry God is for returned 
love. The soul that will give back to God 
some of that which has been received, will 
have true power with God. 

LORD, MAY WE LOVE THEE ENOUGH TO 
INTERCEDE. 
July 19 


LOT WENT UP AND DWELT IN THE 
MOUNTAIN (19:30) 

One of the most dangerous things that a 
Christian can do is to move without the full 
leading of the Holy Spirit. Lot had been 
running his life always. He pitched his 
tent toward Sodom (13:12), moved into 
the city (14:12); sat in the gate (19:1) 
and became a judge (19:9). When God 
pushed him out he pleaded for Zoar and 
moved into it. He knew immediately, of 
course, that the cities had been destroyed, 
even though he did not look back to see 
the moment of their destruction. And now, 
fretful, as any believer is uneasy when he 
is out of the will of God, he casts about 
for somewhere to go and for something to 
do. He remembers that the angel had told 
him to go to the mountain and he had 
begged off. Now he goes without permis- 
sion or leading, and he goes to spiritual 
disaster. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM MEANDERING. 
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July 20 
HE FEARED TO DWELL IN ZOAR (19:30) 
When a man is out of the will of God 
his mind will be filled with the bogeys of 
his own imagination. Lot had feared to go 
into the mountain when God told him to 
go, and pled as his excuse that some evil 
would take him and he would die (v. 19). 
He thought he would be all right in Zoar, 
but fears rose again as he found himself in 
a small city in the midst of a burnt-out 
region. This proves. that Lot loved only 
himself and not God, for “There is no fear 
in love; but (His) perfect love casteth out 
fear; because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love” (1 John 
4:18). No matter where he attempts to 
go he will discover that he has brought him- 
self with himself, and thus his problem is 
ever with him. There is no escape except 
through Christ. 
LORD, BANISH OUR FEARS WITH THY 
LOVE. 


July 21 
IN A CAVE (19:30) 

There is a spiritual meaning here that is 
beyond any need that Lot might have had 
for physical shelter. Abraham lived in a 
tent, and beside it he had an altar. Lot 
reached the mountain of refuge but instead 
of the free life in communion with God 
he chose to abide in the place of death. 
For the cave, throughout the Bible, is fre- 
quently the symbol of the tomb. The only 
cave that Abraham ever owned was the one 
which he purchased for the body of Sarah. 
Lot, like the woman who lived in pleasure 
(1 Tim. 5:6), was dead while he lived. It 
was quite fitting that he should choose the 
cave for an abode, and it was to be the 
scene of his final corruption and downfall. 
The believer who will not accept the true 
symbol of death (the cross, circumcision), 
in order to have reality of life, will have 
death of another kind, which, though not 
eternal, will have eternal results. 


LORD, TEACH US LIFE THROUGH TRUE 
DEATH. 


July 22 
TWO DAUGHTERS WITH HIM (19:30) 

The sad loneliness of the old man may 
excite our pity, but our souls take sides with 
God against him, and we acknowledge that 
he was eating the fruit of his own doings. 
He had chosen the way of Sodom, and had 
left there his reputation, his life's work, his 
friends, his wife, and his sons-in-law. God, 
in His covenant dealings with His people, 
was gracious enough to bring the daughters 
with Lot, but it will soon be seen that they 
brought the ways of Sodom with them. Lot 
had put self ahead of everything, even of 
his own family. These were the two girls 
whom he had offered to the lust of the 
town, and their carnal natures would not 
be slow to take the hint. It is easier to 
grow weeds than flowers, and Lot had 
planted a heavy crop. 

LORD, SAVE OUR CHILDREN FROM US. 
July 23 
OUR FATHER IS OLD (19:31) 

One generation always seems old to the 
next generation. But here is the cry of two 
girls who have been.deprived of everything 
they had a right to expect from life, be- 
cause their father had put his own will be- 
fore God's will. If he had gone God's way, 





he would have lived in peace with Abraham 
and would have found husbands for his 
daughters from among the many servants of 
Abraham. They would have had an honored 
place and Lot could have become a man of 
influence among the men of Abraham's 
camp — for he had enough to have 400 
armed servants, and their wives and families 
brought the total of Abraham's retainers up 
to several thousands. But their father 
wanted none of this and as a result he 
wrecked his daughters’ chances, and came 
to the end of life in horrible shame and 
sorrow through them. 


LORD, KEEP US FROM MAKING MESSES 
OF OUR LIVES. 
July 24 


THERE IS NOT A MAN (19:31) 

How many women wreck their lives by 
running out of God's will in order to ful- 
fill that which is “after the manner of all 
the earth.” Happy those who go God's way 
even though the world may call them “old 
maids.” There are multitudes of such who 
belong to God's noble army of women who 
have not followed the example of Lot's 
daughters, but have been willing to remain 
alone to the honor and glory of God. It 
will be seen in the day when the Lord re- 
veals the hearts of men and brings all things 
to light that there were many of these spin- 
sters who did more for God than those who 
rushed into marriage merely for the sake of 
getting married. It shall be written of them 
in that day, “Rejoice thou barren that bear- 
est not; break forth and cry, thou that trav- 
ailest not; for the desolate hath many more 
children than she which hath an husband” 
(Gal. 4:27). 


LORD, BE THOU OUR BRIDEGROOM. 


July 25 
LET US MAKE OUR FATHER DRINK 
(19:32) 

There is but one of the-ten command- 
ments that has a promise attached to it: 
“Honor thy father and thy mother.” I know, 
indeed, that the commandments had not 
been given at the time of Lot and his daugh- 
ters, but the principle is certainly inherent 
in the human race, and finds its highest ex- 
pression in some. of the Oriental countries 
where filial piety is the heart of religion. 
There have been many children who have 
made shipwreck of their lives because they 
were not willing to be submitted to their 
parents. There can be no true blessing from 
God in the life of any individual who fails 
to give due filial respect to parents and that 
goes for a man of 70 to his father who is 
90. Parents must pray for their children 
and lead them to Christ; children must 
honor their parents and pray for them. 


LORD, GIVE US CHRISTIAN HOMES. 


Jaly 26 

THE FIRSTBORN WENT IN (19:33) 
Sometimes there are unsaved people who 
speak against the Bible because of its hor- 
rible accounts of sin. It is true that the 
Bible does contain stories of all varieties 
of iniquity, murder, adultery, rape, incest, 
treason, high crimes, and foul deeds. But 
it is also true that these things are never 
mentioned without being accompanied by 
the stern warning that God hates sin, and 

(Continued on Page 45) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


LESSONS 


By DR. ROBERT R. FRITSCH 


JULY 15, 1951 
Safeguarding the Home 
LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 
19:3-9; | CORINTHIANS 13:4-7 
Golden Text: “Love bears all things, be- 
lieves all things, hopes all things, en- 
dures all things” (I Cor. 13:7 RS.V.). 

Marriage Ordained of God 
Love One Another 
Set Apart the “Lord's Day” 
Be Fruitful and Multiply 
Satan's Hatred of the Home 
Seeks Its Destruction 
Uses Appetites of the Flesh 
Biblical Examples 
Scriptural Answer to Divorce 
The Matthew Record 
Paul's Answer Is Love 
Under the general theme of Family 
Life we invited ourselves into the 
homes of several Bible characters last 
week. Naturally, we could not for- 
get to think of the home in which 
Jesus was raised, and lived for thirty 
years. We visited the home of Mary 
and Martha in Bethany, and learned 
that Jesus Himself was a guest in 
that home on numerous occasions. 
The home of Timothy in Lystra, 
presided over by a godly mother and 
a godly grandmother, Eunice and 
Lois, was evidently a model one, in 
spite of the fact that his father was 
a Greek and therefore most likely not 
interested in the Scriptures as the 
other members of the family certainly 
were. Paul, who took a special inter- 
est in his spiritual “son”, Timothy, 
was always interested in the mainte- 
nance of a Christian atmosphere in 
the homes of his converts, for which 
reason he is exhorting wives, hus- 
bands, parents, and children how to 
“live together” in harmony, peace, 
and unity (see Eph. 5:22 to 6:4 and 
Col. 3:18-21). 


Marriage Ordained of God 

Let us remind ourselves that the 
first two institutions ordained of God 
(Genesis 1 and 2) were the family 
and the Sabbath Day. However im- 
portant the individual in the sight of 
God, the man is not complete in and 
of himself alone, neither is the wo- 
man, and so God ordained the mar- 
riage relation, a sacred relationship 
under the blessing of God —and 
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what God has joined together is not 
to be put asunder. 


Be Fruitful and Multiply 


But one can hardly speak of this 
marriage relationship as a family, 
while as yet there are no children, 
hence the command to be fruitful and 
to multiply. And nowhere does man 
come nearer to God in His creative 
activity than in parenthood. 

Thus the family (and much of this 
was brought to our attention last 
week) becomes the real unit of the 
race, and, in an important sense, its 
foundation. If the family disinte- 
grates and the Sabbath Day is dis- 
regarded, we may believe that human 
society or the social structure as God 
would have it must of necessity 
deteriorate. 


Satan’s Hatred of the Home 


Now the sad part of the story is 
that Satan is in rebellion against God 
and against all His works. Particu- 
larly does he hate man, to whom was 
committed dominion over the earth 
and all that is therein. Satan hates 
the Sabbath Day, for he does not 
wish to see man setting apart any of 
his time for the worship of, or for 
fellowship with, the Creator. As the 
“prince of this world,” he solicits 
such honors for himself, and so we 
see the Lord’s Day desecrated and 
undermined on every hand. 

Seeks Its Destruction 

But Satan hates the human race 
and ever seeks its destruction. By 
“corruption and violence” (Gen. 6:11- 
13), by alcohol or war, he is con- 
stantly active in his efforts to ruin 
the individual or society, nations, and 
the race itself. 

At this point we approach the sig- 
nificance of our lesSon in the series of 
studies concerning the family, one 
institution which Satan hates espe- 
cially. It is exactly for that reason 
that the family must be safeguarded. 
He uses many subtle devices to gain 
his end. : 

One passage of Scripture, not in- 
cluded in the printed text, but sug- 
gested for reading and study, is Gen- 


esis 27:6-20. We shall not take the 
time here to study it, but one point 
should be noted. There was partiality 
shown by the parents toward the 
children of Isaac and Rebekah, for we’ , 
read in Genesis 25:28 that Isaac 
loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
Such a situation should not be al- 
lowed to develop, since it can easily 
lead to the breaking up of a family ; 
to jealousy and hatred, as the ac- 
count in chapter 27 clearly proves. 
Uses Appetiies of the Flesh 

But Satan’s attack so often strikes 
at the family and therefore at the race 
itself by way of the sex instinct. The 
appetites and passions are important 
factors in the life of every individual, 
and if controlled by God’s laws they 
are beneficial, but if given free rein 
without moral restraint, lead to ruin. 
Perhaps this idea is to be found in the 
phrase associated with the original sin 
of man, “the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil.” Some Bible students 
think, although it cannot be proved, 
and we would not urge it, that the 
original sin of man was in some way 
a violation of law as related to sex. 

One thing is certain. Since mar- 
riage was divinely ordained to con- 
trol the functions of sex, Satan’s 
purpose is to persuade people to exer- 
cise such functions with utter dis- 
regard of God’s moral law. The in- 
evitable consequence of such viola- 
tions are diseased bodies and broken 
families. 

Biblical Examples 

There are two classic examples in 
the Old Testament, showing how 
Satan seeks to impair or to destroy 
the usefulness of men whom God 
chooses to accomplish His purposes. 
We read of the first in Genesis 39 :7- 
23 where Joseph is tempted by the 
wife of his master to sin with her. 
But Joseph refused, and although he 
had to suffer imprisonment for right- 
eousness’ sake, because of the meanest 
piece of blackmail on record, God 
overruled it, because of his faithful- 
ness to God’s laws, so that he stepped 
from his prison to the palace of 
Pharaoh, with high honors on the 
throne. 

The second illustration is that of 
David in 2 Samuel 11. Allowing his 
passions to get the better of him, and 
thus violating the commandment not 
to covet one’s neighbor’s wife, he not 
only commits adultery, but murder 
also, seeking to conceal his sin by 
causing the death of Uriah, the hus- 
band of Bath-Sheba. Not only did 
David “break up” a family, but he 
himself had to suffer grievous punish- 
ment for his crime. We read his 
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prayer of repentance, asking for 
forgiveness in Psalm 51, which God 
mercifully granted (see Psa. 32). 


Scriptural Answer to Divorce 


One hesitates to talk about the 
matter of divorces, because of the 
way the institution has been develop- 
ing recently. It is a very disgraceful 
story; licensed adultery, in plain 
words. Marriage, as one gets the im- 
pression from Hollywood, is a joke, 
and the sacred function of sex a mere 
plaything. How any sensible person, 
judge, magistrate, or parson, is will- 
ing to officiate at the “wedding” of 
two persons, each one being “mar- 
ried” for the fourth time, and all 
former partners living, is hard to 
understand. 


The Matthew aaa 


In Matthew 19:3-9, the first por- 
tion of our printed lesson, the Phari- 
sees, with no sincere purpose, come 
to Jesus, and ask Him: “Is it lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for 
every cause?” 

Jesus’ answer refers them to their 
Scriptures. “Have ye not read” He 
asks them, “that He which made them 
at the beginning made them male and 
female, and said, For this cause shall 
a man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave to his wife, and they 
twain shall be one flesh?” 

“Wherefore they are no more 
twain, but one flesh. What therefore 
God hath joined together, let not.man 
put asunder.” They say unto Him, 
“Why did Moses then command to 
give a writing of divorcement, and to 
put her away?” 

Jesus tells them that “Moses, be- 
cause of the hardness of your hearts, 
suffered you to put away your wives: 
and I say unto you, Whosoever shall 

ut away his wife, except it be for 
lcaiation, and shall marry another, 
committeth adultery ; and whoso mar- 
rieth her which is put away, doth 
commit adultery.” 

That this, as Matthew records 
Jesus’ words, means that divorce is 
allowable only in the case of infidelity 
on the part of husband or wife is 
clear enough, but the question may 
still arise as to whether it can always 
be determined who the guilty party 
is in the eyes of society, and secondly, 
should the innocent party . marry 
again during the lifetime of the 
guilty party. 

One hesitates to lay down any gen- 
eral rule, for “circumstances may 
alter cases,” as the proverb has it. In 
many such instances there will be real 
hardship, and the answers to these 
questions will, no doubt, be different 
in the case of Christians and non- 
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Christians, granted that Christians 
find themselves in such situations. 

If “incompatibility” is the real 
trouble, there could, and perhaps 
should, be an agreement to live apart, 
hoping, perhaps for future reconcilia- 
tion. 

One thing is certain, there would 
be fewer cases of separation and 
divorce if young people were more 
careful in the selection of their life 
companions. Read the interesting 
romance in Genesis 24, noting the 
part that prayer plays in the story. 
Marriage should be, as it was origin- 
ally intended, a spiritual relationship, 
with normal and natural physical im- 
plications as designed by the Creator 
“from the beginning.” 

Paul’s Answer Is Love 

According to the mind of the lesson 
committee in assigning the passage in 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7, love is the 
“cement” which binds the component 
members of the family together to 
form an impregnable defense against 
all evil forces which would destroy, 
break up, or disintegrate the finest 
institution on earth, the Christian 
family, a little heaven on earth, but 
also a possible Hell on earth if love 
be absent. True Christian love is what 
Paul is writing about, not senti- 
mentality. 

If love operates within a family 
group, as Paul describes the way true 
love functions, there will be a happy 
family, and, let us hope, more happy 
families. Love is patient, kind, and 
gentle; knows neither jealousy nor 
envy ; does neither boast nor brag; is 
not unmannerly ; is unselfish, and does 
not “fly off the handle,” nor can it 
hold a grievance. Love does not re- 
joice at another’s wrongdoing, but 
does rejoice with truth. It bears and 


forbears, giving others the benefit of ° 


the doubt, hoping for the best, waiting 
patiently, and not seeking revenge. 

Happy and well-guarded is that 
family where love prevails and sus- 
picions find no lodgement! 


JULY 22, 1951 
Living Together in the 
Neighborhood 


LESSON TEXT: ROMANS 12:9- 
21; 13:8-10 


Golden Text: “Truly, I say 
you did it to one of the pay aie, 
My brethren, you did it to Me” (Mat- 
thew 25:40). 
OSs erg ted 
inal Meaning 
The City Neighbor 
In the New Testament Church 
One's Conduct 
Live Peaceably 
Christian Love 


Just as the family of which we 
spoke in the last two lessons, con- 
sisted of a number of individuals, so 
the neighborhood consists of a num- 
ber of families; and a family and 
neighborhood are happy, if the com- 
ponent members of each live in har- 
mony and peace with one another. 
The lessons we are studying teach us 
that the Christian family and the 
Christian neighborhood represent the 
ideal pattern of these two institutions. 


The Farmer Next Door 

Since we are to deal with the neigh- 
borhood, and since the history of a 
word is often a fascinatingly interest- 
ing story, let us look up this word. 
We shall find that the first syllable, 
“neigh,” is merely our adverb, “nigh,” 
meaning “near,” and that the second 
syllable, “bor” (“bour” in England), 
is a form of the word we find in the 
German Janguage, Bauer, meaning a 
“farmer.” Our word “boor” as a 
noun, and the adjectives, “boorish,” 
are directly related, as is the Dutch 
word, Boer, used of the farmer class 
in South Africa. Our word “Neigh- 
bor” is the same as the German 
Nachbar, literally, der nake Bauer, 
the “next-door farmer”! The Ger- 
man’s “neighborhood” is his “Nach- 
barschaft.” 

But what has this to do with our 
lesson? It takes us out into the coun- 
try, into an agricultural society cen- 
turies ago, where we find scattered 
farm-houses, each one in the midst 
of a farm of many acres, with con- 
siderable distances between the fami- 
lies occupying the houses. With no 
autos, no telephones, and no television 
sets in those days, did these families 
know each other ; were they interested 
in one another’s problems and wel- 
fare? Was the farmer interested in 
the success and prosperity of his 
“next-door farmer,” his neighbor? 

In some countries the owners of 
farms lived in village communities 
(as in the kibbutzim in Israel today), 
going out from the village early in 
the morning to their respective fields. 
Life in such a compact village be- 
comes very different from that in 
widely separated farmhouses. People 
come to meet each other more fre- 
quently and may conceivably become 
more interested in their mutual con- 
cerns. But as “neighbors” they are 
still “next-door farmers.” 


The City Neighbor 
Notice now a marked trend in the 
course of time. The young folk are 
leaving the farm, moving into the 
cities to obtain the advantages which 
they feel the city affords. In time the 
housing problem becomes serious; 
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hundreds of people live in congested 
districts or in enormous apartment 
houses. They may or may not see 
each other as they walk through cor- 
ridors or ride elevators, busses, and 
subway trains; but they hardly know 
each other. 

However, we do like to believe that 
the typical American community, 
whether the smaller town or the 
greater city, does care for its popu- 
lation. Influenced by the church, a 
hospital will be established, a family 
welfare association and kindred or- 
ganizations will be supported by a 
“community chest.” Crippled child- 
ren will be cared for, as well as the 
orphans and various types of un- 
fortunate folk. 

All these members of our complex 
communities are “neighbors,” al- 
though no one thinks of farms or 
farmers, as related to the original 
meaning of the word; rather are they 
“members one of another,” living to- 
gether in mutual interdependence. 
And if, as neighbors, they love each 
other as themselves, seeking the wel- 
fare and happiness of the individuals 
and families comprising the “neigh- 
borhood,” it will be a happy com- 
munity indeed. 


Inasmuch 


Besides the printed passages from 
Romans, we are asked to read Mat- 
thew 25 :31-46 and Acts 6:1-7. With- 
out attempting to offer an exegesis of 
the familiar passage in Matthew let us 
merely quote for our purpose verses 
35 to 40: “For I was an hungered, 
and ye gave Me meat (food) ; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave Me drink; I was 
a stranger, and ye took Me in; naked, 
and ye clothed Me; I was sick, and ye 
visited Me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto Me.” 

“Then shall the righteous answer 
Him, saying: Lord, when saw we 
Thee an hungered, and fed Thee? or 
thirsty, and gave Thee drink? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took Thee 
in? or naked, and clothed Thee? Or 
when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto Thee? 

“And the King shall answer and 
say unto them: Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these My brethren, 
s have done it unto Me” (the Golden 

ext). 
In the New Testament Church 

The passage in Acts gives us a 
picture of the early Church, showing 
how it handled the “relief” problem 
which grew out of a situation de- 
scribed in the book of Acts, the first 
chapter of Church history. All the 
first Christians of the Church were 
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Hebrew Christians, which meant 
then, as now, that they were ostra- 
cized and boycotted by their families 
and friends. If they had no “visible 
means of support,” they were de- 
pendent upon the charity and good- 
will of those who had enough and to 
spare. We read of a board of dea- 
cons, godly men, who were chosen to 
direct the distribution of gifts brought 
by such men as Barnabas, 4 :36-37, so 
that there might be no complaint as to 
partiality or favoritism which might 
be shown to individuals or groups. 

In 2:44 we read that all who be- 
lieved were together, and had all 
things common, and sold their pos- 
sessions and goods, and parted (that 
is, distributed) them to all men, as 
every man had need. “Christian 
communism” say some, Yes — but no 
relation to Marxism. The Christian 
said, “What is mine is yours if you 
need it.” The Communist says, “What 
is yours is mine, and I propose to 
take it.” 

It is said of Jesus that He went 
about doing good (Acts 10:38). The 
community or neighborhood in which 
He lived received the impact of His 
presence in terms of sympathy, com- 
passion, loving service, healing and 
comfort. Christians are to have the 
same mind, the same desire to help, 
to give “the cup of cold water in His 
name.” 


Live Peaceably 


We have on former occasions men- 
tioned that Paul in his epistles brings 
to our attention the important truths 
of Christian doctrine in the first part 
of these letters, and then, often intro- 
duced by a “therefore,” he_applies 
these principles to daily living, to 
help Christians to live as they should 
as good neighbors in their communi- 
ties ; not only “to adorn the doctrine” 
but to make it possible for their 
neighbors to glorify their Lord as 
they behold their good works ema- 
nating from their godly lives. 

Now our printed lesson is thus 
derived from one of these “practical” 

in Paul’s letter to the 
Romans, chapters 12 and 13. It may 
not always be possible to live a quiet 
and peaceable life in every neighbor- 
hood because of various reasons, but 
Paul exhorts us thus: “If it be pos- 
sible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men,” another good 
“Golden Text” for today’s lesson 
(12:18). 

In at least five verses of our 
printed lesson we find the word 
“love.” We may well consider this 
word as the secret cf happy family 
life as well as of a happy community, 


in. which we may live in peace and 
comfort as good neighbors. 

This “love” of 12:9 is to be with- 
out dissimulation — without hypoc- 
risy, says the Greek ; that is, it must ' 
be genuine and sincere, and should 
be shown to all who live in the neigh-" 
borhood, whether Christians or not. 
There is a special obligation for 
Christians “with brotherly love,” the 
Greek word here being “philadel- 
phia,” as in Hebrews 13:1, “Let 
brotherly love continue.” 

In our relation to others, however, 
love that is without hypocrisy will not 
condone evil, but will abhor it and 
cleave only to that which is good. 
It will also be an unselfish love, in 
honor preferring one another ; a mark 
of true humility, a very desirable 
Christian virtue (12:3). 

In. our zeal for the Lord’s work 
we are not to be slothful; fervent in 
spirit, always maintaining the spirit- 
ual glow (Moffatt) as we serve the 
Lord, doing His will. The “going” 
may sometimes be hard, but under 
persecution, perhaps from neighbors 
not kindly disposed toward Christians, 
we are to be patient, with a cheerful 
countenance rejoicing and buoyed up 
by a hope ,which is kept bright by 
persevering prayer (v. 12). 


Christian Love 

Generosity and hospitality are evi- 
dences of Christian love, and how 
much they are needed in a very prac- 
tical way in these days of tens of 
thousands of displaced persons. Some 
church bodies have certainly been 
doing good work with their program 
in behalf of refugees, hungry, home- : 
less, and without work. 

In v. 14 we are to bless even those 
who may be disposed to curse us, a 
good recipe for the avoidance of 
neighborhood brawls. In v. 15 we are 
asked to rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and to weep with them that 
weep. The latter is easy enough, 
the former is difficult, for jealousy too 
often creeps in, together with envy, 


‘when we observe the prosperity of a 


neighbor. 

Be humble, condescending, forgiv- 
ing, honest, peaceful; not vengeful, 
but returning good for evil in the 
spirit of love. When in a retaliatory 
mood, restrain your anger, giving 
room for “the wrath” (so the 
Greek), that is, for divine wrath to 
operate, since vengeance to 
God, who will pay in full, as He Him- 
self says (in Deut. 32:35). 

Coals of Fire 

How much relieved would the ten- 
sions, the stresses, and the strains of 
life be, if we could and would cast all 
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our grievances on the Lord who 
promises to take care of them. By so 
doing we would be showing a better 
disposition as we associate with our 
neighbors, and as to our enemies 
among them, we would be “heaping 
coals of fire on their heads,” a 
peculiar proverbial phrase, evidently 
meaning that if we “remain sweet,” 
they will see the error of their ways, 
be ashamed of their conduct, may 
possibly repent,’and thus completely 
change their attitude. 

If Christian love prevails in our 
hearts, it will be normal not to violate 
God’s moral law. A mother does not, 
as a rule, even know about the civil 
code which demands that she take 
care of her child. She operates by a 
higher law, that of a mother’s love, 
and will therefore do for her child 
even more than the civil codé de- 
mands. 

Christian love rules out murder, 
stealing, adultery, lying, and covetous- 
ness, for the simple reason that love 
cannot work ill to one’s neighbor, and 
thus love ‘toward God and one’s 
neighbor fulfills all the demands of 
God’s moral law. 


JULY 29, 1951 
Christian Social Life 
(Temperance) 

LESSON TEXT: ROMANS 12:1- 
2; | CORINTHIANS 8 
: “Do you not know that 

are God's temple and that God's 
Spirit dwells in you?” (I Corinthians 


Reasonable Service 


Essential 
The Temple of God 
The Innermost Shrine 
Purity of Heart and Life 
Transformed Lives 
Changed by the Spirit 
The Power of Example 
Practical Today 

The epistle of Paul to the Romans 
is admittedly one of the most remark- 
able, and at the same time most im- 
portant, pieces of Christian literature. 
In it we find the height and the depth, 
the length and the breadth of Chris- 
tian truth and doctrine, causing us to 
exclaim with Paul, in 11:33, “O the 
depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God !” 

“Therefore” 

We have recently called attention 
to the fact that Paul develops his doc- 
trinal thesis in the first part of his 
letters, and then applies the doctrines 
to the daily living of those to whom 
he is writing. It thus frequently hap- 
pens that the second or practical part 
of the letter is introduced by the word 
“therefore,” as in Ephesians 4:1, 
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where, after the word “Amen,” clos- 
ing chapters 1-3, he begins chapters 
4-6 with these words: “I, therefore, 
the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
(the calling) wherewith ye are 
called.” We must not only “talk” the 
Gospel, we must “walk” it, too. Creed 
must be followed by deed! 

It hardly needs to be mentioned 
that the word “therefore” is a term 


in logic, that is, if a matter is true,” 


it logically follows that we ought 
(owe it) to do something about it. 
How interesting to note that the word 
translated “reasonable” in the first 
verse of our printed lesson is the 
Greek word from which we get our 
English adjective “logical.” 
“Reasonable” 
Paul’s argument is based upon this 
“reasonable” proposition, that, since 
the Christian by the mercy of God 
has been justified by faith (5:1) in 
Jesus who gave Himself unto death 
for him, he should present his body 
to Him as a living sacrifice, according 
to the thought of the hymn, “I'll live 
for Him who died for me.” In read- 
ing through the epistle of Romans as 
a whole we should observe that the 
first five chapters speak of justifica- 
tion by faith (see 1:17); chapters 
6-8 of sanctification by the Spirit; 
chapters 9-11 of Israel as a nation 
having failed to realize this, but yet 
to be saved in the end-time; and 
chapters 12-15, of the life which the 
justified and sanctified Christian 
should be reasonably expected to live. 
It is an important thought, and 
worthy of emphasis, that the conse- 
crated body of the Christian is an 
instrument to be used in the service 
of his Lord. In I Corinthians 6:19- 
20 Paul asks: “Know ye not that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? For 
ye are bought with a price, therefore 
glorify God in your body (and in 
your spirit, which are God’s).” 
The Temple of God 


Our Golden Text for today (I 
Corinthians 3:16) also asks a ques- 
tion: “Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you? If any man 
defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God 
is holy, which temple ye are.” 

In this passage the Church as a 
whole is the temple of God, composed 
of Christians whose individual bodies 
are shrines in which the Holy Spirit 
dwells (the thought of 6:19-20). 
There are two Greek words in the 
New Testament for “temple,” hieron 


and naos. The former, as in I Cor. 
9:13, means the whole building, but 


naos is the innermost shrine, “the 
Holy of Holies,” in which God prom- 
ised to dwell. 

Now it is the word naos which is 
used of the church and of the body 
of the believer as the dwelling place 
of the Holy Spirit, and surely there 
is no so-called “religion” which places 
such honor upon the human body as 
Christian doctrine does, when Paul 
speaks of the body of the Christian as 
the temple of the Holy Ghost. 

Purity of Life 

Now the Holy Spirit will not dwell 
in an unclean body. In I Corinthians 
3:17 the verbs “defile” and “destroy” 
are the same Greek verb meaning to 
wreck, to ruin, or to destroy. If the 
Christian, as a member of the Church 
of Christ, lives an unchaste life, he 
to that extent injures the Church as 
a whole and God will have to deal 
with him. Purity of heart and life 
is the essential characteristic of the 
Christian, in contrast with the non- 
Christian, who is essentially unclean 
in thought, word, and deed. 

To bring first generation Christians 
up to this lofty ideal was Paul’s dif- 
ficult task, and more especially so in 
cities like Rome and Corinth from 
whose letters to these churches we 
derive some ideas of the atmosphere 
in which they had lived before their 
conversion and, as a Christian group, 
they were still living. 

Returning now to Romans 12:2, 
Paul holds before those, who as 
Christians, have surrendered their 
bodies as consecrated instruments, 
two models; one to be rejected, the 
other to be discerned and realized 
(Godet). The one to be rejected is 
involved in all conformity to the un- 
godly world around them, the morals 
of heathen society, “the old man” and 
all his works. 

The Christian is “no longer to be 
conformed to this world” or age, but 
to be transformed into “the new 
man,” the second model Paul holds 
before the Christian, to be realized by 
the renewing of his mind. This must 
be renewed, for the mind of the na- 
tural man is the mind of the flesh, in 
contrast with the mind of the Spirit. 

Transformed Lives 

The word here translated “trans- 
formed” is the verb used by Matthew 
and Mark when they say that Jesus 
was “transfigured” (the Greek verb 
is “matamorphosed”). The same verb 
is used in 2 Corinthians 3:18, and 
translated “changed,” a transforma- 
tion brought about by the Spirit of 
the Lord. 

This renewed or changed mind of 
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the Christian will now seek to do 
God’s holy, acceptable, and perfect 
will, no longer seeking to live for 
himself, but to glorify God in Spirit, 
soul and body. Paul proceeds (in 
chapter 12) to show how this kind 
of a life lived by the Christian group 
will manifest itself in’ the Church, 
and (chapter 13) in the state. 

But a Christian group in a heathen 
city like Corinth will not only live in 
protest against the immoralities of a 
corrupt, heathen society, but it will 
have the joy, the privilege, even the 
duty of living so as to be examples 
to their heathen neighbors — the 
Christian Social Life of our lesson 
topic. 

Paul may in our longer printed sec- 
tion be answering one of several ques- 
tions which had been submitted to 
him as one having “the care of all 
the churches” (2 Cor. 11:28). Under 
the circumstances it was natural that 
problems concerning moral conduct 
and ethical practices should arise. 
Paul is glad to instruct these “babes 
in Christ” how they with renewed 
minds should discern between right 
and wrong, for, having put off the 
old man, and having put on the new 
man, they would have to “put away” 
everything that characterized the old 
man (Eph 4:22-32). 

The Power of Example 


The problem in this chapter (1 
Cor. 8) may not be relevant as such 
today, but to the Christians in Cor- 
inth it was a real and practical one. 
To us of today it does, however, es- 
tablish a principle, involving the pow- 
er of example and showing us the 
concern we should have for others 
who might easily be mislead by un- 
wise and careless conduct on our part, 
even though not sinful in itself. 

The problem concerned the ques- 
tion as to whether Christians should 
eat any part of a victim offered to 
idols in heathen temples. Usually 
only a part was thus offered; other 
portions were consumed by the 
priests, and still others were sold in 
the markets. Should Christians eat 
of this, whether in temples or priv- 
ate homes ? 

According to Paul’s view, he and 
the Christians to whom he was writ- 
ing knew that idols were nothing, and 
they could eat such food with im- 
punity. But this knowledge was not 
enough; it might even make them 
spiritually proud. Christian love for 
others must decide such questions. 
Idol gods had no real existence. As 
to gods and goddesses, heathen dei- 
ties of whatever rank or title, not one 
of these had for the Christian any 
significance, for there is but one true 


Jury 1951 


God, from whom are all things and 
for whom we exist, and one Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist 
(R.S.V.). 

A Stumbling Block 

The result is, that, for those who 
know that idols are nothing, the eat- 
ing of what has been offered to idols 
has no significance, one way or an- 
other. But for those who do not pos- 
sess this knowledge, and whose re- 
lation with these idols before they 
had become Christians would have to 
be considered, the example of Chris- 
tians when eating such food, even 
with a clear conscience, might well 
be a stumbling block. 

They might readily believe, while 
observing them thus eating, that they 
were acknowledging the idols as 
“gods,” even as they had once done 
before their conversion. Thus might 
they, for whom Christ died, become 
spiritually ruined because of the un- 
wise and inconsiderate conduct of 
those whose example they might be 
prone to follow. Setting such an un- 
wise example could be considered a 
sin, both against their weaker breth- 
ren and even against Christ Himself. 

Hear now Paul’s fine Christian 
resolution: “If anything that I eat 
should cause my brother to fall, I will 
certainly never eat meat in the future, 
lest I cause my brother to stumble.” 
Note his consideration for “his 
brother,”’ mentioned twice. 

In this connection we should read 
Romans 14:20-21; “Do not, for the 
sake of food, destroy the work of 
God. Everything is indeed clean, but 
it is wrong for any one to make others 
fall by what he eats ; it is right not to 
eat meat or drink wine or do any- 
thing that makes your brother stum- 
ble” (R.S.V.). 

For Class Discussion 


The word “wine” in this passage 
reminds us that the Lesson Commit- 
tee suggests that we use this lesson 
as a “Temperance Lesson.” And we 
can indeed, and should, apply the 
principle which Paul enunciates in 
verse 13. “The question has been 
asked: How can a Christian retain 
his Christian convictions and parti- 
cipate in the social life 6f his com- 
munity? This practical question may 
enter into such problems as serving 
or drinking alcoholic beverages, the 
use of tobacco in places where one 
might cause the discomfort of non- 
smokers, the Christian’s reaction to 
the use of profanity in social con- 
tacts, and his participation in ques- 
tionable amusements.” 

We quote this paragraph in order 
to raise questions for class discussion. 


Happy the. members of a class whose 
teacher has positive convictions on 
such matters as the use of beverage 
alcohol, the principal curse of our 
nation ; smoking ; dancing ; card play-' 
ing; Sunday movies, or movies in 
general. “As for me and my house,” 
the writer will have none of them, 
selfishly perhaps, for personal advan- 
tage, but altruistically, for what it 
may mean for others, so that they 
may not be tempted to do wrong, but 
rather be encouraged to do what is 
right. 

Not printed but suggested as a part 
of our lesson text is this passage in 1 
John 2:15-17: “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the 
world. If any man love the -world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 
For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world, and the 
world passeth away and the lust 
thereof ; but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth forever.” 


AUGUST 5, 1951 
Christian Principles in 
Earning a Living 
LESSON TEXT: LUKE 12:13-21; 
ll THESSALONIANS 3:7-10 
Golden Text: “Take heed, and beware of 
all covetousness; for a man’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of his pos- 

ome eae a 
Jewish Sons a 
Jesus — The Carpenter 

Paul Industrious 


In relation to the general theme 
of this quarter’s lessons, “Christian 
Teaching on Human Relations,” we 
are to study two lessons concerning 
economic relations. Today we are to 
consider the matter of earning money ; 
next week the use or spending of 
what we earn. 

Work Considered Blessing 

There are right and wrong ways of 
earning money, and there are right 
and wrong ways of using and spend- 
ing it. The question may be raised at 
the beginning whether it is to one’s 
advantage to fall heir to a large 
amount of money in view of the 
familiar proverb: “Easy come, easy 
go.” Work should not be considered 
as a curse, but as a blessing, for 
money that is earned is usually more 
highly appreciated, as a result of 
olds tox say ts whieh 00 mend 2 
will be more carefully considered. 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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New Hooks 


A Pro‘estant Primer on Roman Catholicism. 


Angelo di Domenica. Good News Press. 


157 p. $2.00. 


At a time when there is increasing aware- 
recs on the part of the public that there are 
important differences between Protestantism 
and Roman Catholicism, but not too clear a 
conception of what those differences are, it 
is good to have such a book as this. 


This volume is the result of a summer 
young people’s conference at which the 
author conducted a discussion- on mixed 
marriages. In response to the young peo- 
ple’s request, he promised to prepare a 
manual that would set forth the Protestant 
doctrines and beliefs as over against Roman 
Catholic dogmas and traditions, this book 
was born. In a series of brief and readable 
chapters, Dr. di Domenica clearly points out 
the major points of difference between 
Roman Catholic and Protestant teaching 
with respect to the Bible, the Church, the 
sacraments, and deals with such subjects as 
Papal Infallibility, Confession, the Mass, 
and so on. The author speaks from a 
thorough personal knowledge, having been 
born a Roman Catholic and having served 
as a Baptist minister among people of 
Roman Catholic background for more than 
50 years. 


A particularly interesting and valuable 
feature of this book are the questions and 
answers that follow each chapter. The cate- 
chetical form is used so that the book would 
lend itself to use as a manual of instruction 
for non-Protestants. The questions and 
answers might also form the basis for dis- 
cussion in men’s clubs, women's groups, 
adult Bible classes, and young people's 
organizations. 


The material in this book is such as not 
to be easily accessible to the average reader. 
It is presented in an excellent manner and 
with a fine spirit. This is a book that de- 
serves a wide reading. H. W.O. 


Satisfaction from the Scriptures. Charles G. 
E. Chilton. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 
209 p. $2.00. 


Reading books for review is an enlighten- 
ing experience. One learns how much that 
is being written runs along the same dead 
level of commonplace, unexciting thought 
and style. It is only occasionally that the re- 
viewer finds himself so caught and held by 
the message and the manner of an author 
that he reads on and on not from sense of 
duty, but in sheer pleasure and with real 
profit as he read this book by Mr. Chilton. 


All but nine of the thirty-five chapters 
of the book were given over a Boston radio 
station and are put into print in response to 
a clamor from the radio audience to have 
these messages in permanent form. Fifteen 
of the messages are studies in the Gospel of 
John. The remaining ones are studies in the 
Book of Acts. 
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Here is a new book that deserves a wide 
reading. It is doctrinally sound and spiritu- 
ally satisfying. It plumbs the depths of the 
Scriptures and searches the heart of the 
reader. Many will find its brief chapters use- 
ful as a guide in daily devotions. Others 
will discover it to be an aid in Bible study. 
Preachers will profit by the ideas suggested 
on every page. All who possess it will turn 
to it again and again for inspiration and 
illumination. 


These are real Bible studies, full of illu- 
minating irsights into the Scripture pas- 
sages discussed, written in a popular style 
which makes them vibrant with life. D. L. 
Moody one time wrote a booklet entitled 
Pleasure and Profit in Bible Study. Here is 
a perfect example of that. 


H.W.O. 


The purpose of the author has been not 
only to satisfy the mind of the Christian 
with thoughts that stir the intellect, but 
also to stir the heart of the Christian with 
truth that meets the needs of all. This he 
has most admirably achieved in a book that 
is both didactic and devotional. 


The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 


be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





The book abounds in quotable material. 
For'example on page 57, speaking of the 
blessing that results from obeying the Lord, 
the author says “The set face toward duty 
gives the fixed heart in fellowship and 
service.” On page 97, dealing with the 
necessity of waiting upon God, Mr. Chilton 
writes “Height always corresponds to depth 
and the fullness to the emptying. God has 
to get flesh out of the way before the Spirit 
can have right of way.” To give one more 
example: “The thing that makes the 
prophet is not his tongue, but his eyes and 
his ears. We have to wait before we can 
run to serve” (page 103). 





Scofield Gift Bibles 


If you have a Sunday School pupil, mis- 
sionary, or friend to whom you wish to 
give a gift Bible with Scofield Reference 
Notes you can send it through ETERNITY 
at a reduced price of $2.75. 

Send your orders with remittance of $2.75 
for each Bible to: 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
BOX 2000 . PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


Write for special price in nn for 
Sunday Schools and Churches. 
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ETERNITY 
BIBLE GIFT FUND 


In order that Bibles may be placed 
in the hands of native workers so 
that they can carry on their work 
of evangelism, the Eternity Bible 
Gift Fund sends free Scofield Bibles, 
as gifts to the Fund permit. 


If God lays this work on your heart, 
send gifts to: 


ETERNITY BIBLE GIFT FUND 
Box 2000 Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from Page 39) 

It was a wise provision among the 
Jews that every son had to learn a 
trade, so that whatever might befall 
him, he would have something “to 
fall back on,” that is, he might be able 
to make his living, and not become a 
dependent for lack of skills, such as 
a working man needs. 

Jesus—The Carpenter 

In this connection, and at this 
point, let us think of Jesus as a car- 
penter in Nazareth, of Simon the 
tanner in Acts 10:6, and of Paul as 
a tentmaker, as we read in Acts 18:3. 
It is evident that Paul in his preach- 
ing never wanted to have people think 
that he was making his living by 
preaching. He may usually have 
worked at his trade for a part of the 
day, so that he might earn enough to 
preach without having to be charge- 
able to anyone in his meetings. 

Paul Industrious 
Let us hear what he has to say 





How Today's Laws Relate to Bible Law 


Ministers, Bible Students, Christian Educators . . . 
here is help for explaining Let rules of Christian 


not sa . return within 5 days for refund. 
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CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
on the Entire Bible 


By Adam Clarke 


@ The distilled wisdom of one of 
the most extensively learned schol- 
ars of any age—the product of forty 
years of careful labor—CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY has stood the 
classic test of time and usage. 

Here the Scriptures are illumined 
with reverence and deep faith— 








opening the rich treasures of God's 
STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE Word ‘to every preacher, teacher, 


CONCORDANCE Sunday school worker, and student. 
OF THE BIBLE Six big, beautiful volumes to cher- 
ish and use for a lifetime. 
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e Accurate, conveniently arranged, $22.50 per set 


easy to use, STRONG'S is the com- 
lete concordance of the common 
English Bible—iisting alphabetical- 
ly every word in every passage in 
which it occurs. 

STRONG’S CONCORDANCE is 
a biblical library of four complete 
books: 


@ The Main Concordance, listing 
every word in the Bible. 

@ The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words trans- 
lated differently in certain Eng- 
lish and American Revisions. 

e@ Hebrew and 
of the Old Testament. 

e@ Greek Dictionary of the New 
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about this in 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12: 
“For you know well how you must 
imitate me, for I did not lead an idle 

or disorderly life among you; I did 

Ina oe Rouge secular a een not eat my food as a gift from any 

= Ee ay Pir epee eam man, but in toil and travail, night and 

forgetting, the nal we ee day, I worked, so that I might not 
ax tn a cal oe ta J. be a burden to any of you. Not that 
ing and reference long in the I have no right to such support; it 

was simply to give you an example 


Fanaa. e : for you to imitate. For indeed when 

GALATIANS, the Charter of Chris- I was with you, I used to charge you, 

on ciate. _—— S. aw Wm. “Tf any man will not work, he shall 
. Ee ans Publishing Company, ” 

Grand Rapids, Mich., 1950, 200 : not eat.” But I hear that there are 

$2.50. Not only a poe ay on those of your number who are lead- 

Galatians but a work book on how to ing idle and disorderly lives, who are 

—_ 7 aoe. It —— vad peor not busy, but mere busybodies. Now 

e Galatians as its material an 

then proceeds to demonstrate how the all such I command and entreat, by 

book may be studied from many view- the authority of the Lord Jesus 

points. Christ, to work in quietness, and to 

THE NEW TESTAMENT, in the Language earn their own living.” (Mrs. Mont- 

an Chicago. B76 pages, og feted gomery’s translation. ) 

of Williams’ fine translation of the New Tes- 

tament, an attempt to give us the thought As an Example 


and mind of Holy Writ in the language we 
best understand. In Paul’s address to the elders of 


the church in Ephesus, whom he had 





THE GREAT WORLD oo. Douglas - Samet by Lamy J Se Se, see 

Press, Wheaton, Ill. $2.00. en ye see these ings,” says ripture. ow ye * 

that He is nigh, even at the door.” This book projects signs of the times that should cause summoned to Miletus for the purpose 
@ surge of expectancy that the day and hour unknown to men is very near. of taking his final leave of them as he 


was on his way home to Jerusalem, 
he refers to his stay among them in 
Acts 20:33-35 as follows: “I have 


The Book of Revelation ‘ovcte’ 7° man’s silver, or gold, or 
“Few of the commentaries that have @PParel. Yea, ye yourselves know 
been written on this profound and that these hands have ministered unto 
mysterious book are as sound and as +4: 

simple as this one. . ."—Meedy ty necessities, and to them that were 
an with me. I have shewed you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to remember 
HUMBERD PRESS, Bex E, Flera, Inf. = +e words of the Lord Jesus, how He 


said, “It is more blessed.to give than 
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the very genius, the very spirit of the 
Christian life — the idea of giving to 
others rather than living merely to 
get all: we can and then “canning ail 
we get,” merely to increase our hold- 
ings. 

See how Paul expresses the same 
thought in slightly different words in 
Ephesians 4:28, “Let him that stole 
steal no more, but rather let him labor, 
working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth. 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:10-12 Paul 
exhorts thus: “We urge you, however, 
to abound the more (in love to the 
brethren), and to strive to be calm and 
to mind your own business, and to 
work with your hands as we charged 
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wee yourselves becomingly in reference to 
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the unbelievers, and may have need 
of no one to support you. (Frame, in 
1.C.C.) 

Now Paul was anxious that no one 
of his converts should appear to 
those outside of the Church as idlers 
and loafers. They were not as pro- 
verbial “rice Christians” to depend on 
the Church to support them. Paul 
himself set the example that he might 
with more effectiveness teach them 
even though he knew the principle 
that “the laborer is worthy of his 
hire” (1 Tim. 5:18). More than 
once in his letters he insists upon his 
rights, that is, to accept support from 
those to whom he was ministering, 
but he waives those rights. We have 
reason to believe that he may have 
accepted financial help at times, 
freely offered, but only that he might 
have so much more time to preach. 

The whole trend of the quotations 
we have made shows that Paul was 
not covetous. He exhorts the Ephe- 
sian Christians that covetousness was 
not to be once named among them, as 
becometh saints (5:3). The Corin- 
thian Christians he urges “not to 
company with covetous.men” (1 Cor. 
5:9-10), knowing full well that they 
would meet many such in their con- 
tact with the world around them. 
Avarice is an all too common vice. 


Deceitfulness of Riches 


Therefore Jesus strongly warns 
one who had come to request Him to 
speak to his brother about a matter 
concerning the administration of an 
estate. “Master,” he says, “speak to 
my brother, that he divide the inheri- 
tance with me.” But Jesus said: “Man, 
who made Me a judge or a divider 
over you?” And He said unto them: 
“Take heed, and beware of covetous- 
ness: for a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth.” (Our Golden Text) 


Warning of Jesus 


This is one of the truly wise say- 
ings of Jesus, the full implication of 
which we can apprehend by medi- 
tating upon it, and by observing life 
as it is actually lived. There may be 
a profound reason for the fact that 
the last of the so-called Ten Com- 
mandments has to do with the matter 
of covetousness, not an anti-climax, 
but a real and a serious climax, de- 
serving our careful attention. 


“Things” Cannot Satisfy 


Is it not true that “things” and the 
inordinate desire for “things” are 
frequently the cause of many kinds 
of crimes, such as stealing, murder, 
and war? Jesus seems not to have 
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cared for money or for “things” as 
such for Himself. There is not 
necessarily any harm in them, but 
from His teaching, we can infer that 
“He was concerned with what the 
possession of them or the desire for 
them did to people,” as illustrated in 
the parable from Luke, a part of our 
printed lesson (12:16-21). 


Read again the familiar account of 
a certain rich man whose ground 
brought forth plentifully. “And he 
thought within himself saying, “What 
shall I do, because I have no room 
where to bestow my fruits?’ And he 
said, “This will I do; I will pull down 
my barns, and build greater: and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and 
my goods. And I will say to my soul, 
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry.’ But God said 
unto him, “Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee; then 
whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided?’ So is he that 


layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God.” 

Notice in this story the word 
“things” again. “Then whose shall 
those things. be?” Remember, “There 
are no pockets in shrouds.” The popu- 
lar expression, “You can’t take it with 
you” applies here. Most of our read- 
ers have heard the story of a wealthy 
man, concerning whom, when he died, 
someone asked, “I wonder what he 
left?” The friend, to whom the ques- 
tion was put, answered, “Everything.” 


Realization Is Great Gain 


What a narrow, constricted world 
in which the rich man of the parable 
lived! He neither saw, nor cared 
about, the poor and needy. He never 
came to realize that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. A typical 
hoarder! Notice how often the per- 
sonal pronoun “I” occurs in his talk, 
verses 17-19. 

This rich man had a twin brother, 
not according to the flesh, but accord- 
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ing “to the spirit.” Jesus speaks of 
him later in Luke’s Gospel: 16:19-31. 
He was clothed in purple and fine lin- 
en, faring sumptuously every day. 
And there was a certain named 
Lazarus, laid daily at his gate, full of 
sores, desiring to have a few crumbs 
from his table. Apparently he received 
little sympathy except from vagabond 
dogs which licked his sores. 

After the death of both, the poor 
beggar finds himself “well off” in 
Abraham’s bosom, but the once rich 
man is in torment, now a him- 
self, asking only for a drop of water 
to cool his tongue. “Father Abra- 
ham,” he cries, “have mercy on me, 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue,” the very tongue, per- 
chance, with which he used to chase 
Lazarus away from his mansion. 


We speak of this rich man as Dives, 
the Latin adjective meaning “rich” 
used as a name. But his name is 
“Pauper” now, because he refused to 
share the “things” which he owned 
for a while when he was rich in this 
world’s goods. 

How important it is that we, in 
“making a living,” should not forget 
to “make a life.” To get all the money 
we can for the least possible work; 
“featherbedding,” that is, requiring 
unneeded workmen or the slowing up 
of work ; to make exorbitant demands 
for “time off” ; double pay when not 
warranted; strikes, especially when 
the innocent public is adversely af- 
fected, sometimes even jeopardizing 
our national security, certainly do not 
indicate the application of Christian 
principles in employer-employee re- 
lations. But the fault does not always 
lie with the laborers. The employer 
must also consider his moral obliga- 
tions due to those who are working 
for him. 


Paul asks all Christians to live in 
their mutual relationships as “in the 
Lord.” Ephesians 5 and 6 speak of 
these relationships as between hus- 
bands and wives (5:22-25); as be- 
tween parents and children (6:1-4), 
but particularly, in connection with 
our lesson today, as between servants 
and masters (6:5-9), that is, employ- 
ees and employers. James also, in 
his very practical epistle, has some- 
thing to say about the way in which 
some wealthy proprietors so unjustly 
abuse their employees (James 5:1-7). 


Finally, let us agree that our eco- 
nomic system is the best in the world 
if we are willing to apply Christian 
principles in our industrial life, in 
business and professional life, in 
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trade and occupations in general. 
Communists, who decry our so-called 
“capitalist system,” are most éager 
of all men to live like capitalists, if 
we may judge by the luxuries their 
delegates to “the United Nations” 
enjoy in expensive estates and hotels. 

The whole story is, after all, a mat- 
ter of the heart. It is not true that 
money is the root of all evil. Paul, 
in 1 Timothy 6:10 says that “the love 
of money is (the) root of all evils.” 


Therefore take heed, beware of avar- 
ice and covetousness. 

“Keep your life free from the love 
of money; be content with what you 
have, for He has said, ‘Never will I 
fail you; never will I forsake you’.” 
So that we can say confidently—“The 
Lord is my helper” (Moffatt’s trans- 
lation of Hebrews 13:5-6). 





The lesson for August 12 will appear 
next month. 





LOVED —LOOSED — LIFTED 


“Unto Him that loveth us and loosed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us a kingdom of priests unto God and His 
Father ; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 

(R.V.) 


This verse always strikes a deep note in every heart, causing praise, 
worship, and adoration to His peerless, precious Name. We have the Lamb 
of God presented in the Word in three blessed ways: 
1. “The Lamb upon the Altar” (John 1:29). 
2. “The Lamb upon the table roast with fire to feed upon” (Exod. 
12:9, 10). 

3. “The Lamb upon the throne” (Rev. 5:6) surrounded by the 
whole creation ascribing worship, honor, power and blessing 
to the new slain Lamb. (Newberry). 

Now let our hearts turn back to Revelation 1:5, 6, we see three wonder- 
ful things, amongst others: I am loved; I am loosed; I am [ifted. 

1. LOVED. To Him that loveth us, past, present, and right on to the 
eternal future. He loved me, He loves me, He will love me. What a 
glorious thought! 

2. LOOSED. And loosed us from our sins. Sin, like a strong chain, 
once bound us. It blinded our eyes, bound our hearts, burdened our lives, 
blighted our whole: career. But the Lamb of God, by His precious blood, 
loosed us, and has given us glorious and everlasting liberty. 

3. LIFTED. Made us a kingdom of priests. Direct access into God’s 
presence. Taken out of the world. Seated in heavenly places. Joint heirs 
with Him. Finally to live and reign with Him throughout the ages. None 
of us knows how low He, the Son of God, stooped. None of us knows how 
high He has, by His condescending grace and love, lifted all His own: How 
blessed for every one of us here and now to really let these wonderful truths 
lay hold of our hearts and souls for the rest of the wilderness journey yet 
before us. He loveth me; He loosed me; He lifted me. 


A Divine Illustration 


Let us take an illustration to simplify these things. Turn to John 11 and 
12. The family of Bethany. The Lord loved Lazarus, called Lazarus from 
the grave and commanded, “Loose him, and let him go.” Notice, please, 
what was loosed. When he came forth from the grave his hands, feet, and 
head were all bound. That is, he could not work or walk or worship. But 
when raised and loosed all these things came out in a marvelous way. Feet 
loose, hands loose, mouth loose. This is what loosing means. 

In Chapter 12 you have Lazarus not only loved and loosed, but wonder- 
fully lifted. His being seated at the table to be occupied with the Lord Jesus, 
a real exalted and emancipated soul. Lifted from death, Satan and the world, 
into the holy presence of His Saviour. What a picture of matchless grace! 
How it depicts our own history, and the outcome of this is, souls are brought 
to believe as they did when they saw Lazarus raised and liberated. 

Well might each one of us bow in responsive praise and thanksgiving. 
To Him be glory both now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS 

(Continued from Page 34) 
that sin must be dealt with by God Him- 
self. It is far better for children to learn 
the facts of life from the Word of God, 
where they will hear sin condemned than 
to learn of it from dirty words on alley 
walls, or from lewd stories told with a leer 
of approval. Nobody can be protected from 
the knowledge of sin. Anybody can be pro- 
tected from the power of sin by being en- 
compassed in Christ. 
LORD, ENCOMPASS US. 


HE PERCEIVED NOT (19:33) 

Here is an example of two sorts of blind- 
ness. Drink can intoxicate a man so that 
he is unaware of events in which he is a 
most active participant. It can relax his 
self-control and can bring him to act accord- 
ing to the roots of sin in his heart and not 
according to the branches which he has cul- 
tivated in the sight of men. A far greater 
blindness, however, is the general blindness 
of sin which encompasses the whole world, 
and which remains even in the old heart of 
the truly saved man. Here is a great illus- 
tration that God Himself never changes the 
old heart, but that He must condemn it and 
give to us a new heart. The unsaved man 
lives in this blindness with no ray of inward 
light. Jesus came that the blind might see, 
and that those who think themselves sighted 
might be made blind (John 9:39-41). 
LORD, LIGHTEN OUR BLIND SPOTS. 

July 28 
THE FIRSTBORN SAID TO THE YOUNGER 


(19:34) 
We are all born with an inclination to 


look up to older people. As babies we learn 
from those who are older; as children we 
learn much from those who are only slightly 
older than we are. In reverse, we must un- 
derstand that we are the examples of the 
younger. We must do all we can to in- 
fluence the younger for Christ. Eliab lost 
the throne to his younger brother David 
because God saw his heart (1 Sam. 16:7), 
that he did not have a proper attitude to- 
ward his younger brother (1 Sam. 17.28). 
The fact that the older of Lot's daughters 
used her position to influence the younger 
is clearly revealed here. She was the domi- 
nating spirit and the ringleader in the de- 
pravity which they practiced. They had 
both been married, or in Oriental fashion 
promised in marriage but were evidently 
very young, as neither of them had chil- 
dren as they had not yet lived with their 
husbands (V. 8). They were both guilty 
but the older sister was much more guilty. 
LORD, KEEP US REMEMBERING WE ARE 
EXAMPLES. 


Jaly 29 
BY THEIR FATHER (19:36) 

Christ taught us, positively, that without 
Him we can do nothing (John 15:5). But 
God teaches us here, and in many other 
places, that the fleshly efforts of believers 
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who get out of the will of God and produce 
a fruit of their own efforts must be cursed 
of God. That which is born of the flesh 
is ever flesh (John 3:6). It is possible for 
a preacher to preach an incestuous sermon. 
He may not perceive that he has done it, 
even as Lot did not know when his horrible 
sin had taken place, but the fruit was there. 
Any man who works in the energy of the 
flesh will impregnate a congregation with a 
type of religion which will keep them from 
catching the reality of true spiritual power. 
A Christian man can have this type of 
Christian life in his home. A Christian 
worker may teach this kind of thing to a 
Sunday School class. The whole of life 
may be the effluvia of a corpse instead of 
the holy breath of the living Spirit. 
LORD, GIVE US A TERROR OF THE FLESH. 
July 30 
MOAB ... AMMON.. . (19:37, 38) 

E cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth He any man. But every 
man is tempted, when He is drawn away 
of His own lust, and enticed. Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; 
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. Do not err my beloved brethren” 
(Jas. 1:13-16). The fruit of Lot's living 
is the perfect illustration of this New Testa- 
ment verse. Lot was tempted when he was 
drawn toward the pasture land and Sodom. 
Then when he was in the shadow, he con- 
ceived of living in Sodom. And when the 
effects of his life in Sodom were finished 
they brought forth Moab and Ammon. It 
was a chain reaction of sin and its effects 
which should cause us to tremble, physical- 
ly, and to cry out unto God that we might 
be kept back from the logical fruits of the 
nature of Adam (and Lot) with which we 
are born. 


LORD, LORD, OH, LORD. 


July 31 
UNTO THIS DAY (19:38) 

Moses was writing this hundreds of years 
afterwards. The children of Moab and 
Ammon were there to impede the march of 
the children of Israel as they came from 
Egypt to possess the land. It was Balak, 
the king of Moab, who secured Balam's 
service to curse the people of God (Num. 
22:5). Near them was Edom, the children 
of Esau. There was a quartet of infamy 
which plagued the children of God through 
all their history. Abraham's Ishmael; Isaac's 
Esau; and Lot's Moab and Ammon blocked 
Israel at every turn. Put them all together 
and you have the Arab race of today and 
the religion of Islam. The followers of 
Mohammed have been the greatest barrier 
in the progress of Christian missions and 
the Arabs are the people who block Israel's 
possession of the land which God sware to 
them. Thus the fruit of our flesh rises up 
to contest the way with the fruit of the 
Spirit. 

LORD, CRUCIFY OUR FLESH AND ITS 
SEED. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 9) 

ETHICS VS. THEOLOGY 

Rabbi Rosenblum, preaching at 
Temple Israel in New York City, ap- 
pealed for a “moratorium” on theo- 
logical differences and called for an 
emphasis on “morals and ethics.” We 
have frequently pointed out that ethics 
without theology is as bad as theology 
without ethics. Christianity, like salt, 
is composed of two poisons. If sodium 
and chlorine are similar to theology 
and ethics, take either by itself, and 
it is poison. Combine them, and there 
is truth and life. 
WORLD BROTHERHOOD 

The Ford Motor Company Fund 
has given one million dollars for the 
purchase of a site and the erection of 
a building for “World Brotherhood.” 
The site is to be near the United 
Nations office building in New York 
City. A two-story garage on the site 
is being torn down to erect the build- 
ing, which is to house the National 
Council of Christians and Jews, Inc., 
of which Dr. Everett R. Clinchy is 
secretary. Dr. Clinchy began as a 
secretary of the old Federal Council 
of Churches, and graduated to the 
brotherhood organization through the 
inter-faith meetings which were popu- 
lar some time ago, and in which 
“religious” meetings were held with 
Protestant ministers, Jewish rabbis, 
and leaders of other religious groups 
whenever they could be obtained. 

The whole movement, of course, 
is a complete denial of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and the betrayal 
of Christianity by an ordained 
(Methodist) minister is one of the 
crimes of modern apostate Protestant 
leadership. In the letter from Henry 
Ford 2d, announcing the gift, the 
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motor magnate said, “The fund .. . 
was established . . . to help us meet 
our obligation as an industrial citizen. 
The general broad purpose of the 
fund is the alleviation of human want 
and human suffering and the better- 
ment and improvement of mankind 
through contributions to organiza- 
tions such as yours. It seems to us 
that there are few causes more 
worthy of assistance today than one 
dedicated to the elimination of big- 
otry, or racial, religious, and other 
differences in a free society.” If this 
last sentence is analyzed, it will be 
seen that there are not to be varying 
models of men, but that they are to 
be streamlined, production fashion, 
and there will be no divergences of 
opinion. In other words, the finality 
of God’s revelation in Christ will be 
eliminated. 


NEWSPAPERMEN NOT PRIVILEGED 

Federal Judge John C. Knox has 
ruled that newspapermen are not 
privileged to conceal the sources of 
their information. 

“As a newspaper reporter or a 
columnist,” Judge Knox declared, 
“Mr. Lyons is not entitled to claim 
this privilege, which is akin to that 
which exists between a lawyer and 
his client, a minister and his penitent, 
or a doctor and his patient. I have 
gone into the law very carefully and 
I find he has no such privilege.” 


“OUR LADY'S BLUE ARMY” 

Roman Catholics have formed an- 
other organization in the United 
States that will probably be a very 
important factor in their push for 
power. The women of the Roman 
Catholic Church are being organized 
as, “Our Lady’s Blue Army.” A 
small blue cloth badge is the mark of 
the army, and the purposes of the 
movement are to encourage greater 
devotion to the Virgin Mary, espe- 
cially the fulfillment of the supposed 
wishes expressed through the appari- 
tions of Fatima. 


PRIEST BAPTIZED 

Another Roman Catholic priest was 
recently baptized and taken into the 
membership of the Calvary Baptist 
Church in New York City. This is 
the second former priest now in their 
membership, and a large number of 
former Catholic laity are also in this 
church. 


“MORALS SINCE 1900" 

A new book by a_ well-known 
modernistic theologian contains sev- 
eral interesting confessions that bring 
despair to modernistic reviewers. 
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Gerald Heard is the author of the 
book, “Morals Since 1900.” Rein- 
hold Niebuhr reviews it in the N. Y. 
Times Book Review supplement. A 
few sentences are illuminating. “In 
the first of the book’s four sections, a 
survey of ‘the political process’ brings 
Heard to the conclusion that ‘imperi- 
alism has failed because it did not 
understand that it could only advance 
if its unquestioned moral prestige 
prepared a welcome for it,’ while 
liberalism failed “because it could only 
hold men by their inherent psycho- 
social sympathy’.” And again, “Heard 
discusses developments under the 
headings of force, sex, wealth, words, 
and thought. In these realms almost 
everything has gone wrong. ‘Man 
seems in his use of force in the last 
fifty years to have reached complete 
frustration,’ ‘Man has proved him- 
self a fraud as long as we treated him 
as an economic machine. His physical 
self-interest must compel him to be- 
tray us’.” 

Niebuhr goes on to comment, ap- 
provingly it seems, on the conclusion 
of Heard that there is hope in the 
sciences. But then, in the final para- 
graph, there is the sad confession: 
“It is not quite clear why everything 
seems to have gone wrong in man’s 
actual history while there are so many 
hopeful elements in the conclusions of 
the scientists. Yet since this is so, 
one must hope that the scientists will 
agree with Mr. Heard’s conclusions 
in their respective fields. If not, we 
will really be undone.” 


The last, Dr. Niebuhr, is the truest 
sentence in your review. The scien- 
tists, of course, will not agree with 
Mr. Heard’s conclusions and we will 
be undone. The reason is that men 
like you who are in the theological 
seminaries have turned away from 
God’s Word and God’s ways and are 
turning out ministers who are minis- 
ters of death instead of ministers of 
life. You, in your seminaries, claim 
to be liberal. You are so liberal you 
allow a rabbi, a priest, or an infidel 
to come in and talk each about his 
brand of religion, but you are totally 
intolerant when it comes even to 
listening to Biblical Christianity. 
When, in a generation, have you in- 
vited someone who really believes 
that the Bible is the absolute Word of 
God to speak to your students for 
even one hour? And you are con- 
tributing to the delinquency of the 
churches by your failure to allow the 
truth of God to come even once into 
the hearing of your students. You 
call yourselves liberals! And you 
have become the true obscurantists of 
the modern age. 
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ETERNITY RECORDING SERVICE 


In connection with pilot work on a 
special project in the recording field, we 
have tested many home and professional 
tape recorders. Recently an electronics 
engineer has joined our Staff to further 
this work which will eventually lead to 
a wide-spread tape recorded Bible Study 


ministry. 

Because of this background of ex- 
perience Eternity Recording Service is 
prepared to be of service to its readers 
both by furnishing advice in the field of 
recording equipment and by obtaining 
equipment and supplies. Special dis- 
counts will be granted churches and 
other Christian groups. 

If you are interested in obtaining 
information or equipment, write today 
for full information giving all details as 
to the purpose for which equipment is 
to be used. 

Watch for announcement of avail- 
ability of Bible Studies by Dr. Barn- 
house on tape. 
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For sale! Christian book store in large Midwest 
city. Established nearly 20 years. Specializing in 
the better American and British expository works. 
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THE IRISH CRISIS 
(Continued from Page 24) 


believe, that matters were satisfactorily ar- 
ranged at the interview which I had with 
His Grace the Archbishop of Dublin and 
Their Lordships of Ferns and Galway on 
October 11th last. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) NOEL C. BROWNE. 
An Taoiseach, 
Tithe an Rialtais, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
Letter Eight 


ACCEPT STATEMENT UNRESERVEDLY 
Roinn An Taoisigh, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
22nd March, 1951. 
Dear Dr. Browne: 

I have your reply of the 21st March, 
1951, to my letter of the same date. I did 
not in that letter address myself to the rea- 
sons which you had advanced in support of 
your suggestion that the Hierarchy are not 
opposed to the Mother and Child Scheme 
as outlined by you. I did not do so because 
it is for the Hierarchy alone to say whether 
or no the scheme contained anything con- 
trary to Catholic moral teaching. 

It is clear from the letter which His Grace 
the Archbishop of Dublin addressed to you 
on the 8th March, 1951, that the objections 
put forward on the occasion of your inter- 
view with him and with Their Lordships 
of Ferns and Galway on the 11th October 
last were “unresolved either then or later.” 
It is clear from the same letter that His 


Grace sent me a copy of it, in as much as 
he was authorised to deal with me “on be- 
half of the Hierarchy.” 

My actions in regard to this matter since 
I received the letter from His Lordship the 
Bishop of Ferns on the 10th October last 
have been entirely actuated by what I con- 
ceived to be a friendly desire to help a col- 
league, and I take it somewhat amiss to find 
misconstrued my endeavours to have the 
objections to the scheme which had been 
advanced on behalf of the Hierarchy satis- 
factorily resolved. 

In the hope that these objections could 
be satisfactorily disposed of, I refrained 
from replying to the letter from His Lord- 
ship the Bishop of Ferns of the 10th Octo- 
ber. I explained to His Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin my reasons for so refraining, and 
he communicated these to the Hierarchy. I 
need hardly say that I accept unreservedly 
your statement that you would abide by any 
pronouncement from the Hierarchy as to 
what is Catholic moral teaching in reference 
to this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) JOHN A. COSTELLO. 
Dr. Noel Browne, T.D., 
Minister for Health. 


Letter Nine 
EXTREME URGENCY OF SITUATION 
24 Marta, 1991. 
Dear Taoiseach: 
In accordance with our telephone conver- 
sation of the 22nd March, 1951, I herewith 
enclose the Memorandum which you re- 
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quested me to furnish for transmission to 
His Lordship of Ferns on behalf of the 
Hierarchy. In doing this I am acting also 
in accordance with the suggestion of His 
Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, with whom 
I discussed the matter on 22nd March, 
1951. He appears to fully appreciate the 
extreme urgency of the serious situation 
which has developed within the Cabinet and 
of its likely implications to its future. 

I would ask that you be good enough 
to forward without delay this Memorandum 
for the early consideration and decision of 


the Hierarchy on the question contained. 


therein. I am assured by His Grace Dr. 
McQuaid that he is using his every endea- 
vour to ensure the earliest possible consid- 
eration and decision of Their Lordships on 
this matter. 

I would be obliged if you would send 
me a copy of the correspondence which 
you enclose with this Memorandum. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) NOEL C. BROWNE. 
An Taoiseach, 
Tithe an Rialtais, 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
Encl. 


Letter Ten 
ACQUIESCENCE TO HIERARCHY 
Roinn an Taoisigh 
(Department of 
the Taoiseach), 
Baile Atha Cliath. 
28th March, 1951. 
Dear Dr. Browne: 
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which 
I have addressed to His Lordship the Bishop 
of Ferns, when transmitting for the con- 
sideration and decision of the Hierarchy the 
memorandum which you sent me on the 
24th March, 1951, containing your obser- 
vations on matters relating to the Mother 
and Child Scheme which were referred to 
in a letter dated 10th October, 1950, ad- 
dressed to me by His Lordship the Bishop 
of Ferns as Secretary to the Hierarchy. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) JOHN A. COSTELLO. 
Dr. Noel Browne, T.D., 
Minister for Health, 
Custom House, Dublin. 
ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
27th March, 1951. 
My Lord Bishop: 


I beg to enclose a Memorandum of ob- 
servations of the Minister for Health on 
various matters relating to the Mother and 
Child Scheme referred to in a letter dated 
the 10th October, 1950, addressed to me 
by Your Lordship as Secretary to the Hier- 
archy. 

May I be allowed to state that since the 
receipt by me from His Grace of Dublin 
of Their Lordships’ letter my colleagues and 
I have given anxious consideration to the 
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objections made by the Hierarchy to the 
scheme advocated by the Minister for Health. 

His Grace of Dublin has on many occa- 
sions seen me in the interval, and kindly 
agreed to inform the Standing Committee 
that the Government would readily and im- 
mediately acquiesce in a decision of the 
Hierarchy concerning Faith and Morals. 

If I have not answered earlier and in 
detail, the letter of the Hierarchy, I trust 
that it will be understood that both His 
Grace of Dublin and I, believed it to be 
much more advantageous in the special cir- 
cumstances of the case, to await develop- 
ments. 

Within recent weeks the publication by 
the Minister for Health of a brochure ex- 
plaining his scheme, called forth from His 
Grace of Dublin an immediate reply in 
which His Grace re-iterated each and every 
objection already made by him to the 
scheme. 

After an interview with. His Grace in 
which the Minister had been again warned 
of His Grace's objections and had himself 
asked for an early decision of the Hier- 
archy the Minister for Health forwarded 
to me the enclosed Memorandum. 

His Grace of Dublin has kept me accu- 
rately informed of these latter circumstances 
and has kindly agreed to request Your Lord- 
ship as the Most Reverend Secretary to in- 
clude the Minister's observations on the 
Agenda of the forthcoming meeting of the 
Hierarchy. 

I am, my Lord, 

Respectfully and sincerely, 
(Sgd.) JOHN A. COSTELLO. 
Most Rev. James Staunton, D.D., 
Secretary to the Hierarchy, 
Wexford. 


Letter Eleven 
FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTION 

Memorandum of observations of the 

Minister for Health on various matters 

relating to the Mother and Child Scheme 

referred to in a letter, dated 10th Octo- 
ber, 1950, addressed to the Taoiseach 

by the Most Rev. J. Staunton, D.D., 

Bishop of Ferns, Secretary to the 

ierarchy. 

With reference to the letter, dated 10th 
October, from His Lordship, the Bishop of 
Ferns, on behalf of the Hierarchy of Ire- 
land, and handed to the Taoiseach by His 
Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, the Min- 
ister for Health, desires to state that he has 
given the most earnest consideration to the 
many points mentioned therein, but as these 
points are of such importance, he feels that 
it is necessary for him to reply at some 


He first desires to thank the members of 
the Hierarchy for their acknowledgment 
that the proposals for the Service in ques- 
tion are based on a sincere desire to im- 
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prove the public health. He feels he need 
not assure the Hierarchy that the proposals 
have no other object than to secure that 
improvement. 


It appears to the Minister from the letter 
of the Hierarchy that the fundamental ob- 
jection of the Hierarchy to the scheme is based 
on the misapprehension that there will be 
compulsion on mothers or children to avail 
of the scheme or portion of it. As the 
Minister stated to His Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin, and Their Lordships of Ferns 
and Galway, at the interview on October 
11th, which they accorded to him, there is 
no such compulsion. Every parent will be 
free to avail of it or not as he or she thinks 
fit, just as State-aided primary schools are 
provided for such as wish to attend them, 
but there is no compulsion on any parent 
to send a child to such schools. 


If the members of the Hierarchy were 
reassured on this matter of compulsion, the 
Minister feels that the apprehension which 
is'the ground for their objection to the 
scheme would be removed. Nevertheless, he 
feels that it may not be out of place to 
repeat here observations he made to His 
Grace the Archbishop of Dublin and Their 
Lordships of Ferns and Galway, at the in- 
terview referred to concerning some of the 
remaining points in the letter of the Hier- 
archy. 

In the second paragraph of that letter, 
it is stated that in the opinion of the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops the powers taken by 
the State in the proposed Service are in 
direct opposition to the rights of the family 
and of the individual and are liable to very 
great abuse. In this connection, the Min- 
ister begs to draw Their Lordships’ atten- 
tion to the fact that medical charities, and 
later the Public Assistance systems of medi- 
cal relief for the poorer classes of the com- 
munity, covering about one-third of the 
population, have for a very long time past 
provided a fairly comprehensive maternity 
and child health service, and so far as he 
can ascertain there was never any complaint 
that there was anything in these systems 
which constitutes an invasion of the rights 
of the family or of the individual. 

The only fundamental difference in prin- 
ciple between the existing Public Assistance 
system of medical relief and the proposed 
Mother and Child Service is that there was 
a means test for the former and that it will 
be eliminated in the latter. There will, of 
course, be other differences— better and 
more extensive hospital treatment facilities, 
for instance, will be provided which were 
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absent before; but the difference will not 
be fundamental-except in the matter of the 
means test. The Minister presumes that the 
elimination of the means test could not be 
a factor which weighed with the Hierarchy 
in arriving at the opinion quoted above. 


The letter from the Hierarchy goes on to 
state that the right to provide for the health 
of children belongs to parents. The Min- 
ister naturally is in complete agreement with 
that view. 

The scheme, he submits, does not, how- 
ever, invade or interfere with that right. 
Parents will still be free to exercise it if 
they so wish. It merely places at the dis- 
posal of parents a means of providing for 
the health of their families. There is a close 
parallel here with the position in regard to 
education. The Constitution (Art. 42) rec- 
ognises the right and duty of parents to 
provide for the education of their children. 
In order to provide parents with the means 
of fulfilling their obligations in this regard, 
the Constitution requires the State to pro- 
vide free primary education, but does not 
oblige parents to send their children to State 
schools, though it does require that children 
should receive a certain minimum education. 
In the case of the Mother and Child Scheme, 
there is no compulsion of any sort in regard 
to minimum health requirements. 

The letter goes on to state that “it is 
not sound social policy to impose a State 
medical service on the whole community on 
the pretext of relieving the necessitous 10 
per cent from the so-called indignity of a 
means test.” In regard to this, the Minister 
respectfully desires to draw attention to the 
following points: 

1.—A State medical service is not being 
imposed on the community. A service is 
merely being made available to all, which, 
as the Minister has mentioned earlier, any 
individual is entitled to avail of or not, 
either in whole or in part, as he or she 
thinks fit. 

2.—There is no pretext of relieving 
“the necessitous 10 per cent.” What is 
being done is that for the first time, a 
good medical service is being made avail- 
able to all sections of the community, not 
solely to save the necessitous from “the 
so-called indignity of the means test,” 
though this is one of the objects of the 
scheme, but also because of the high mor- 
tality rate in this country amongst moth- 
ers and children. 

3.—“The necessitous 10 per cent,” if 
the right to medical care under the Pub- 
lic Assistance Acts is the criterion, really 
amounts to over 30 per cent of the popu- 
lation, but all are aware that there is a 
considerable section of the community 
outside that category which is unable to 
afford proper medical care for their chil- 
dren, or can provide for that care for an 
ailing child only by inordinate sacrifices 
on the part of other members of the 
family. 

4.—The existing service for the treat- 
ment of infectious diseases is available to 
all free and without a means test. This 
service covers the whole range of treat- 
ment (including X-rays, institutional 
treatment, drugs, etc.) for such diseases 
as tuberculosis, and all fevers. The omis- 


ETERNITY 























sion of a means test from the Mother and 

Child Service, therefore, does not intro- 

duce a new principle. 

The principle enunciated in the next 
paragraph of the letter from the Hierarchy 
—that “the right to provide for the physi- 
cal education of children belongs to the 
family and not to the State” —is also en- 
shrined in the Constitution (Art. 42). The 
family, however, may delegate certain as- 
pects of that right as it does to teachers and 
others in charge of youth. 

Though certain aspects of physical edu- 
cation involve important moral questions, 
there is a large field of physical and health 
instruction into which moral issues do not 
enter; for example, habits of personal clean- 
liness, care of teeth, training in carriage and 
deportment, remedial exercises for deformed 
limbs. The aspects which have moral im- 
plications will continue’ under the new 
scheme to be in the care of the family or 
the members of the medical profession who 
have care of them at present. The Min- 
ister proposes to return to this matter later 
in this Memorandum. 


Education in regard to motherhood may 
include instruction in sex relationship, chas- 
tity and marriage. It also includes, how- 
ever, such matters as correct diet during 
pregnancy, an avoidance of certain forms of 
work and certain social habits, for example, 
smoking during that time. 

It is only the latter type of education 
which is to be provided under the scheme, 
and care will be taken to ensure that the 
regulations governing its operation will in- 
clude nothing of an objectionable natuse 
under this heading. The Minister desires 
to repeat the assurances which he gave in 
this meeting with His Grace the Archbishop 
of Dublin and Their Lordships of Ferns and 
Galway on the 11th October that he would 
provide such safeguards in matters of health 
education as would meet the requirements 
of the Hierarchy. 

In order to ensure, however, that the 
scheme when put into operation will contain 
nothing in regard to this matter or to the 
matter referred to in the preceding para- 
graph, which the Hierarchy feels to be open 
to objection, the Minister is prepared to 
submit to the Hierarchy, for their approval 
the draft, when available, of that part of 
the Regulations which will deal with these 
matters. Alternatively, he is prepared to 
consider any other course in regard to them 
which the Hierarchy might suggest. 

The gynaecological care visualized in the 
scheme refers primarily to conditions arising 
out of difficult or mismanaged pregnancies. 
It is within the bounds of possibility that 
doctors engaged in the provision of such 
care may recommend treatments or proce- 
dures which are contrary to Catholic teach- 
ing and consequently the Minister thinks 
that this may be an appropriate place to 
state the position in regard to the recruit- 
ment of medical personnel generally. 

The Constitution (Art. 44) prohibits the 
State from imposing any disabilities or mak- 
ing any discrimination on the grounds of 
religious profession, belief or status. Accord- 
ingly, it would not be possible to recruit 
for the purposes of the scheme, any more 
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Ahan it is possible at present to recruit for 
the local authority service, only such doctors 
as had been trained in medical schools in 
which the medical education is in accord- 
ance with Catholic principles. 

At general practitioner level, however, 
it will be possible to provide under the 
scheme, in all but a few areas, a choice of 
doctor. It is proposed in the scheme that 
all general practitioners are free to partici- 
pate in the scheme: if they so wish as well 
as the local district medical officers. Those 
people who desire to avail of the scheme 
will be able to avail of that choice in a 
manner which may not only provide them 
with the family doctor they have always 
been attending, but with a choice which will 
provide reasonable assurances that only 
treatment in accordance with Catholic prin- 
ciples will be given. The same applies in 
the matter of medical advice. j 

The position will, therefore, be better 
than it is at the moment in regard to the 
one-third who, under the Public Assistance 
system, are tied to one doctor because of 
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their poverty. At the specialist level, the 
position will be no less satisfactory than it 
is at present. : 
There is the additional safeguard that, 
unlike the neighboring island, this country 
is predominantly Catholic and its medical 
profession is predominantly Catholic also. 


A good deal has been said and written 
about the confidential relationship between 
the doctor and the patient and the danger 
of the destruction of that relationship in 
any State or local authority scheme. Al- 
ready the local authority provides numerous 
public health services, including diagnosis 
and treatment of venereal disease and tuber- 
culosis and many other infectious diseases. 
Similarly there are medical inspections of 
school children. In addition, general medi- 
cal care in respect of all diseases is provided 
by dispensary doctors. 

All these services necessitate the keeping 
of records and the Minister is not aware 
that this has led to any violation of the 
doctor-patient relationship. The Mother and 
Child Scheme will not introduce any new 
principle in this regard. Even outside the 
local authority service every hospital and 
doctor keeps records of the ailments of their 
patients and in most cases these dre avail- 
able in the doctor's home or in a hospital 
to such lay persons as receptionists and 
clerks.. The Minister feels that the doctor- 
patient relationship would not be impaired 
under the scheme. 

In regard to the next point in the letter 
from the Hierarchy, namely, that “the elimi- 
nation of private medical practitioners by a 
State-paid service has not been shown to 
be necessary or even advantageous to the 
patient, the public in general or the medi- 
cal profession,” the Minister submits that 
the scheme will not result in the elimination 
of private medical practitioners. 

As is set out above, the scheme is open 
to all practitioners whe desire to participate 
in it, and these practitioners, whether they 
participate in the scheme or not, will con- 
tinue to treat all persons who decide not to 
avail of the scheme and all those who will 
be outside the scope of the scheme. 

The original scheme was drafted on the 
basis that it would be operated by district 
medical officers. The Minister made it clear, 
however, from the outset that the scheme 
was tentative and from an early stage he 
was prepared to give all private medical 
practitioners an opportunity of participating 
in the scheme if they wished to do so, and 
if a sufficient number intimate their willing- 


ness to come in, the scheme will be amended 
so as to enable them to take part in it. 

This should remove any possible objec- 
tion on the ground that the scheme might 
tend to reduce the amount of traditional 
private medical practice. It will also allow 
those members of the public who decide to 
make use of the scheme to have the service 
of their family doctor if he is a participant 
in the scheme. 

Further, the high level of mother and 
child mortality in this country appears to 
indicate a need for an immediate and dras- 
tic improvement in the present facilities and 
it was the considered view of the Oireachtas 
in passing the Health Act of 1947 that such 
improvement could best be effected by the 
introduction of a free Mother and Child 
Service, in the interests of the public in 
general. The scheme should incidentally, 
prove advantageous to the medical profes- 
sion as well as to the public because it will 
bring to the doctors persons who hitherto, 
because of lack of means or because of ig- 
norance, did not avail of their services to 
the extent to which they should. 

The letter from the Hierarchy then men- 
tions “the advisability of providing the ma- 
ternity hospitals and other institutional fa- 
cilities which are at present lacking” and 
that the State “should give adequate mater- 
nity benefits and taxation relief for large 
families.” 

The Minister has in fact for the past three 
years been promoting a very large building 
programme designed to provide maternity 
hospitals and other institutional facilities 
which are at present lacking. The various 
measures which are being taken are within 
the knowledge of individual members of the 
Hierarchy in regard to their own areas. 

In regard to maternity benefits, the new 
National Insurance legislation giving effect 
to the proposals contained in the White 
Paper on Social Security marks an impor- 
tant advance in the direction mentioned in 
the letter from the Hierarchy. 

Taxation relief for large families is al- 
ready given under the Income Tax code and 
has the effect that a married man with two 
children whose sole income is from employ- 
ment pays no income tax unless his income 
is above the £10-10-0 per week level. The 
income tax exemption rises by about £1 per 
week above that figure in respect of each 
additional child, so that a man with eight 
children pays no income tax unless he has 
about £16-10-0 per week. 

The Minister also desires to draw atten- 
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tion to the provisions of the Children’s 
Allowances Act of 1944 and the Infectious 
Diseases Regulations. Under the former Act” 
children’s allowances are payable without 
any means test, irrespective of the means of 
the family if that family contains qualified 
children within the meaning of the Act. 
With regard to the latter regulations, there 
are over 40 diseases in respect of which, 
during the last three or four years, diagnos- 
tic, institutional and treatment facilities have 
been available quite free to all those anxious 
to avail themselves of the services irrespec- 
tive of income level and for which there is 
no means test. So far as the Minister is 
aware, no objection has been taken to these 
schemes. 

In regard to the last paragraph of the 
letter from the Hierarchy, the Minister re- 
spectfully desires to draw attention to the 
fact that in introducing the Mother and 
Child Health Service Scheme, the Govern- 
ment is merely giving effect to an Act of 
the Oireachtas passed in 1947. 

To remove any possible misunderstanding 
about the basis of the matter, the Minister 
desires to emphasize that Part III of the 
Health Act, 1947, which became law on 
the 13th August, 1947, provides for the 
introduction of a Mother and Child Service 
and determines the broad outlines of such 
service. The draft scheme has been prepared 
to conform with, and in fact does conform 
with, the provisions of the 1947 Act. 

In view of the foregoing observations and 
in view, particularly, of the fact that the 
Mother and Child Scheme is in no sense 
compulsory and that whatever guarantees 
the Hierarchy desire in the matter of in- 
struction will be unreservedly given, the 
Minister respectfully asks whether the Hier- 
archy considers that the Mother and Child 
Scheme is contrary to Catholic moral teach- 
ing. 

Department of Health, 
Custom House, Dublin. 
Letter Twelve 
MEETING AT MAYNOOTH 
Archbishop's House, Dublin. 
Sth April, 1951. 
My dear Taoiseach: 

At our Standing Committee meeting on 
the 3rd instant, and again at our General 
meeting yesterday, the 4th instant, in St. 
Patrick's College, Maynooth, long and care- 
ful consideration was given by the Hier- 
archy to the memorandum which you had 
forwarded in your letter of 27th March 
from the Minister for Health on his Mother 
and Child Health Scheme. 

I have the honour to transmit to you the 
reply of the Hierarchy, representing the 
unanimous decision of the General Meeting 
of the Archbishops and Bishops. 

I have been deputed to sign the enclosed 
reply on behalf of the Hierarchy. 

I beg to remain, my dear Taoiseach, yours 
respectfully and sincerely, 

HJOHN C. McQUAID, 
Archbishop of Dublin, 
Primate of Ireland. 
John A. Costello, Esq., T.D., S.C., 
The Taoiseach. 
* . & 
Archbishop's House, Dublin. 
Sth April, 1951. 
Dear Taoiseach: 
The Archbishops and Bishops have con- 
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sidered very carefully your letter of 27th 
March, 1951, and the memorandum sub- 
mitted by the Minister for Health in reply 
to their letter to you of 10th October, 1950. 

The Archbishops and Bishops wish first 
to point out that, on 7th October, 1947, 
they sent to the Head of the Government 
a letter in which they expressed grave dis- 
approval of certain parts of the then recent- 
ly enacted Health Act, 1947, especially 
those dealing with Mother and Child serv- 
ices. In Section 21-28 the public authority 
was given the right and duty to provide 
for the health of all children, to treat their 
ailments, to educate them in regard to 
health, to educate women in regard to moth- 
erhood, and to provide all women with 
gynaecological care. 

They pointed out that to claim my 
powers for the public authority, without 
qualification, is entirely and directly con- 
trary to Catholic teaching on the rights of 
the family, the rights of the Church in edu- 
cation, the rights of the medical profession 
and of voluntary institutions. The ten Taois- 
each replied, deferring a fuller answer to 
our comments on the ground that the con- 
stitutionality of the Act was being called 
into question. 

The Archbishops and Bishops desire to 
express once again approval of a sane and 
legitimate Health-service, which will prop- 
erly safeguard the health of Mothers and 
Children. 

The Hierarchy cannot approve of any 
scheme which, in its general tendency, must 
foster undue control by the State in a sphere 
so delicate and so intimately concerned with 
morals as that which deals with gynaecology 
or obstetrics and with the relations between 
doctor and patient. 

Neither can the Bishops approve of any 
scheme which must have for practical result 
the undue lessening of the proper initiative 
of individuals and associations and the un- 
dermining of self-reliance. 

The Bishops do not consider it their duty 
to enter into an examination of the detailed 
considerations put forward by the Minister 
for Health in his memorandum, save in so 
far as they wish to point out the fallacy of 
treating the proposed Mother and Child 
Health Scheme on a basis of parity with the 
provision by the State of minimum primary 
education, or the prevention of infectious 
disease or a scheme of children’s allowances. 

It is to be noted that the proposed scheme 
fails to give clear evidence of the details 
of implementation. The scheme, as set forth 
in vague, general terms, has the appearance 
of conferring a benefit on the mothers and 
children of the whole nation. 

The Hierarchy must regard the scheme 
proposed by the Minister for Health as op- 
posed to Catholic social teaching: 

Firstly: In this particular scheme the State 
arrogates to itself a function and control, 
on a nation-wide basis, in respect of edu- 
cation, more especially in the very intimate 
matters of chastity, individual and conjugal. 

The Bishops have noted with satisfaction 
the statement of the Minister for Health 
that he is willing to amend the scheme in 
this particular. 

It is the principle which must be amended 
and it is the principle which must be set 
forth correctly, in a legally binding manner 
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and in an enactment of the Oireachtas. The 
Bishops believe that this result cannot be 
achieved except by the amendment of the 
relevant sections of the Health Act, 1947. 

Secondly: In this particular scheme, the 
State arrogates to itself a function and con- 
trol, on a nation-wide basis, in respect of 
health-services, which properly ought to be 
and actually can be, efficiently secured, for 
the vast majority of the citizens, by indivi- 
dual initiative and by lawful associations. 

Thirdly: In this particular scheme, the 
State must enter unduly and very intimately 
into the life of patients, both parents and 
children, and of doctors. 

Fourthly: To implement this particular 
scheme, the State must levy a heavy tax on 
the whole community, by direct or indirect 
methods, independently of the necessity or 
desire of the citizens to use the facilities 
provided. 

Fifthly: In implementing this particular 
scheme by taxation, direct or indirect, the 
State will in practice morally compel the 
citizens to avail of the services provided. 

Sixthly: This particular scheme, when 
enacted on a nation-wide basis, must suc- 
ceed in damaging gravely the self-reliance 
of parents, whose family wage or income 
would allow them duly to provide of them- 
selves medical treatment for their depend- 


. Seventhly: In implementing this particu- 
lar scheme, the State must have recourse, 
in great part, to ministerial regulations, as 
distinct from ‘legislative enactments of the 
Oireachtas. ; 

Finally the Bishops are pleased’ to note ° 
that no evidence has been supplied in the 
letter of the Taoiseach that the proposed 
Mother and Child Health Scheme advocated 
by the Minister for Health enjoys the sup- 
port of the Government. 

Accordingly, the Hierarchy have firm con- 
fidence that it will yet be possible, with 
reflection and calm consultation, for the 
Government to provide a scheme which, 
while it affords due facilities for those whom 
the State, as guardian of the common good, 
is rightly called upon to assist, will none the 
less respect, in its principles and implemen- 
tation, the traditional life and spirit of our 
Christian people. 

We have the honour to remain, dear 
Taoiseach, 

Yours respectfully and sincerely, 
(Signed on behalf of the Hierarchy of 
Ireland), 
SKAJOHN C. McQUAID, 
Archbishop of Dublin, 
Primate of Ireland. 
John A. Costello, Esq., T.D., S.C., 

The Taoiseach. 

Government Buildings, Dublin. 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
rélatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concerning 
these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 
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I have just lost a second son in 
service and life is bleak. Will the 
ETERNITY family pray please that it 
may not be in vain. That out of it 
good may come for all of us. Already 
his wife is beginning to find the com- 
fort of God’s Word. 
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A reader who is ill and awaiting 
diagnosis requests prayer for her re- 
covery, being encouraged by the let- 
ters printed under the caption “Be- 
fore They Call” in our April issue. 





A missionary evacuated from Chi- 
na now working in Japan needs a 
folding organ. She writes — “When 
the time came (the Lord's timing is 
perfect) for us to leave, I had a 
White folding organ which I was not 
permitted to bring out with me, so I 
left it with a fine, spiritual native pas- 
tor with the understanding that the 
first young person among those who 
had dedicated their lives to go out to 
the tribes country should take it with 
him for use in the Lord’s work. 


“Now I am preparing to enter the 
open door in Japan. I am wondering 
if any among ETeRnitTy’s readers has 
a White folding organ which they 
would like to put into the Lord’s work 
in Japan.” 

If you have a folding organ suitable 
for use on the mission field, write a 
letter to Erernity. We will do the 
rest. 
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Just Off the Press 


GOD'S METHODS FOR HOLY LIVING 


By DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


If you are looking for a book for yourself 
or a friend which will give sound Biblical 
teaching on The Practical Road to Experi- 
mental Holiness, The Power of Bible Study, 
Assurance, Cleansing, The Power of the 
Blessed Hope, and many other topics ap- 
plicable to our daily lives, God’s Methods 
tor Holy Living will fill your need. 


These are practical messages on the 
subject of Experimental Holiness. Original- 
ly given as addresses at Keswick in Eng- 
land and published in two slender books, 
they have brought such blessing to read- 
ers that they have now been reprinted in 
one volume. 


As you read this book you will under- 
stand in a new and more vivid way that 
although our lives are lived in the flesh 
they need not be lived according to the 
flesh. You can say with Paul “To me to 
live is Christ” when you learn the secret 
of life by the Son. 


God's Methods for Holy Living is indeed 
the ideal gift to give to those who have 
recently been saved and are seeking to 
go on with the Lord. 


181 Pages — $2.00 postpaid 
Other Books by Dr. Barnhouse 


Obtainable from 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
Box 2000 ° Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








YOU CAN GET A COPY FREE! 


We want you to tell your friends about 
ETERNITY. There are certainly a number you 
know who would be helped by subscribing. If 
we receive these subscriptions this summer it 
will be a real help to us. And for helping your 
friends — and us—we would like to give you 
absolutely free a copy of God's Methods for 
Holy Living. 

All you need do is send us three new one- 
year subscriptions to ETERNITY. Your book will 
be mailed promptly. 


I enclose $9.00 for three subscriptions listed above. 
Send my free copy of God's Methods for Holy Living 
to: 


This offer not valid after August 31, 1951 


To help you secure new subscriptions we will 
supply a limited number of sample copies free, 





on request. 
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